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This present publication offers the
reader a first complete statistical overview
of cooperatives, mutual and non-profit sec-
tors in the European Union. It is the result
of pilot survey which began in 1991 cover-
ing the 12 member States which formed the
European Union at that time.

Cooperatives, mutual societies and as-
sociations are present in all industrial sec-
tors: banking and insurance, agriculture
and trade, health and handicrafts, educa-
tion and research as well as in all types of
services to individuals and the community.
It appears that enterprises engaged in the
social economy are firmly integrated in the
economy. They obey to the same constraints.
They operate with the same production
standards. They are very similar to other
enterprises in that they distinguish them-
selves very little from them.

The main aim of this publication is to
offer a statistical insight into these partic-
ular types of economic organisations, which
have in common - as unincorporated firms
and unlike corporations - that they do not
distribute dividends.

Preface

Figures presented in this publication
show the picture of a versatile, dynamic and
important sector for its size. The coopera-
tives, mutual societies and associations in
the European Union employed more than 5
million wage and salary earners in 1990.
The cooperatives had nearly 54 million
members and the mutual societies about 95
million. In four countries of the European
Union, Germany, France, the United King-
dom and Italy associations alone repre-
sented over 800000 economic entities which
employed about 3 million full-time wage
and salary earners and accounted for over
120 billion ECU in current expenditure.

This first situation report which is
supplemented by an index of professional
organisations active in the sector and by an
annotated bibliography requires furtherde-
velopments. These will be necessary in or-
der to extend the field of research to cover
all countries of the European Union and
also to obtain a wider understanding of
certain indicators as well as to ensure their
up-dating. It will benefit from opinions,
suggestions and criticism from readers of
this publication.

e

Yves-Thibault de SILGUY

Christos PAPOUTSIS
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] Historical background

In its Communication of 18 December 1989 to the
Council, the Commission of the European Commu-
nities requested the Council to support the Commis-
sion’s efforts to increase the participation of enter-
prises of the économie sociale sector in existing
Community programmes and initiatives, in particu-
lar as regards information, access to financing and
training'.

Asindicated in that Communication, the Com-
mission presented a work programme to the Council
in 1990 in compliance with the principle of
subsidiarity, putting forward proposals for its im-
plementation during 1992-93. One of the aims of the
work programme was the development of statistics
on services by organising pilot surveys in the Mem-
ber States in those sectors for which adequate data
collection mechanisms did not exist. The surveys
had a two-fold aim: (a) to provide basic statistical
information on the sectors concerned; and (b) to
pave the way for the regular collection of harmo-
nised statistics. Incidentally, these aims were reiter-
ated both by the Council Decision of 18 June 1992
establishing a two-year programme (1992-93) for
the development of European statistics on services
(92/326/EEC) and by the proposed pluriannual
work programme (1994-1996) for cooperatives,
mutual societies, associations and foundations in
the Community (COM/93/650 final), the latter
adopted by the Commission in February 1994.

Within this framework and in collaboration
with Directorate-General XXIII, which is responsi-
ble for enterprise policy. it was decided to launch a
study of the économie sociale enterprises in the 12
Member States of the European Community in
1991. The action aimed at:

(i) rendering operational the definition of
économie sociale enterprises within a statistical
framework. probably on the basis of legal status (the
enterprises are generally in the legal form of a
cooperative, a mutual society or a non-profit asso-
ciation);

(ii)  testing the definitions and providing some
initial results either on all enterprises or on a
specific sector to be defined, depending on national
situations (availability of adequate registers) on the
one hand and sectoral situations (significant pres-
ence of these types of enterprises) on the other.

4

I Objectives

Three separate but closely related objectives were
identified for the study of économie sociale enter-
prises. These were:

(1) to produce an updated version of the study
entitled: The cooperative, mutual and non-profit
sector and its organisations in the European Com-
munity, published by the Economic and Social
Committee of the European Community in 1986;

(2) to produce an annotated bibliography of
national sources of statistics on the cooperative,
mutual and non-profit sector and its organisations
in the European Community:

(3) to carry out a research study in order to
determine whether other sources, particularly pub-
lic registers and directories of enterprises, might be
more suitable than the national umbrella organisa-
tions for purposes of identifying certain types of
économie sociale enterprises in certain countries.

Subsequently, it was decided to produce also a
directory of national umbrella organisations show-
ing the structural and statistical data about each
NUO. It was thought that such a directory would
facilitate updating and augmentation of the data on
a regular basis, if so desired.

lll  Design of the study

In the face of problems posed by the lack of registers
of enterprises, the constraints of time and funds, as
well as the complexity and novelty of the subject, it
was decided that the scope of the study should be
limited in the first place to those enterprises which
are affiliated to regional or national umbrella or-
ganisations established in the cooperative, mutual
and associative sectors in the Member States. In the
circumstance, data would have to be collected only
from the regional and national umbrella organisa-
tions and exceptionally from some large primary
level organisations directly, without approaching
the individual enterprises, Other design-related
decisions concerned the variables to be investigated
and the levels of analysis of data.

It was decided that data should be collected on
four variables, namely, number of enterprises,
number of members, number of employees and
economic size of the enterprises. For the last-named
variable, data was requested on turnover, income

EY
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and assets (or deposits or consolidated balance
sheet). All datareferred to 1990 and departures from
the reference year were clearly stated.

The data should be analysed both by legal form
of the enterprise and by sector of the economy.

The legal forms were: (a) cooperatives; (b)
mutual societies; (¢) non-profit associations. Lim-
ited liability companies with cooperative principles
were to be included in the study as cooperatives.
Similarly, organisations operating on a non-profit
basis were to be treated as associations.

The selected sectors of economy were: (1)
banking and credit: (2) insurance and pensions; (3)
agriculture, forestry, fishing and food products: (4)
construction, crafts, manufacturing, mining and
production; (5) wholesale and retail trade: (6) other,
not elsewhere specified.

The 12 (Member States) x 3 (legal forms) x 6
(sectors of economy) x 4 (variables) design was
finally adopted for the study. The results of the study
are reported accordingly.

IV Organisational aspects

Contractors

In consultation with Directorate-General XXIII,
Eurostat decided to entrust the task of carrying out
the study to the National Statistical Offices (NSOs).
After obtaining their consent to undertake the job,
suitable contracts were negotiated with 10 Member
States, the exceptions being Ireland and the United
Kingdom, where the job was entrusted to private
contractors who were, nevertheless. advised to carry
out the study in close cooperation with their respec-
tive NSO,

Methodology

(i) The relevant data were collected through a
postal questionnaire.

(ii) The questionnaire was kept short and simple
and vet it asked for the structural and statistical
data (annual budget and staff) about the re-
gional/national umbrella organisation itself,
and statistical data (number of enterprises, their
members, employees, turnover, income by
source and assets or deposits) aboutthe member
enterprises. The number of persons employed
was to be broken down into salaried/non-sala-
ried and full-time/part-time, if possible.

(iii) A separate questionnaire was prepared to col-
lect information for the annotated bibliogra-
phy.

(iv) A model timetable was prepared for the con-
tractors, who were requested to adhere to it to

TECHNICAL INTRODUCTION

the maximum possible extent. However, modi-
fications were allowed, to suit local conditions.

Procedural aspects

In order to ensure the uniformity of procedures and
thereby the uniformity of national reports, each
contractor was provided with a set of guidelines for
carrying out the study and preparing the national
report. The guidelines suggested, inter alia, that
each organisation selected forinclusion in the study
should be requested to complete the two question-
naires. The response, or the lack of it, should be
followed up by telephone calls, written communica-
tion and a personal visit, where necessary. Indeed,
every effort should be made notonly tocollectall the
relevant data, but also to ensure its reliability.

Finally, the various steps involved in carrying
out the study were discussed and agreed upon by the
contractors at two meetings (held on 22.4.1991 and
11.11.1991) at which technical terms and concepts
were explained by the consultants,

v Execution of the plan

The study was carried out by the National Statistical
Offices (NSOs) in nine Member States, and by
private contractors in Ireland and the United King-
dom.

In the Netherlands, however, the relevant data
were estimated through a sample survey based on
the information contained in the Central Registers
of the Central Bureau of Statistics.

In Belgium, the study was delayed for admin-
istrative reasons. However, it was decided to use the
data reported in a study carried out by CIRIEC".
However, 11 NUOs in Belgium have provided
Eurostat with complementary data which are in-
cluded in Section 2.00 of the national chapter.

VI  Some limitations of the data

It should be noted at the outset that the study does not
present a complete picture of the économie sociale
sector in any Member State and therefore in the
Union as a whole for a variety of reasons. These are:

(i) In the absence of complete registers of enter-
prises, each national study was targeted at
selected R/N UOs. The list of these might have
been out of date, based as it was on the 1986
study carried out by the Economic and Social
Committee of the European Community”,

(ii) It is a well-known fact that many économie
sociale enterprises, sometimes a large number
of them, are not affiliated to any R/N UO.



Such enterprises escaped the study. On the basis
of the available and sometimes implicit infor-
mation contained in the national reports, the
experts estimate that at the Union level only
about 50% of the primary organisations are
affiliated to R/N UOs.

(ii1) In some countries there is no R/N UO for
économie sociale enterprises of a particular
legal form, e.g. in Ireland there is no NUO for
mutual societies, while Luxembourg and Italy
have none for non-profit associations. Conse-
quently. the mutual sector of Ireland and the
associative sector in Luxembourg and in Italy
escaped the study.

(iv) In many cases the collaborating R/N UOs did
not supply the required data for all its member
enterprises or in respect of all the variables
investigated. Particularly lacking were the data
on economic variables (turnover, income and
assets). As a matter of fact, very few R/N UOs
provided data on all three variables.

In determining the economic size for the present

report the following method was adopted:

(a) For cooperatives turnover wasused. Where
turnover was not reported, income was
used. In fact, many R/N UOs confused
turnover with income.

(b) For mutual societies premium income was
used. Where the relevant data were not
reported, total income was used. because
in most cases the difference between the
two was small.

(c) For the non-profit associations total in-
come was used. Failing that, expenditure
or budget was taken, because in the case of
most non-profit associations, the differ-
ence between these three variables is ex-
pected to be small.

(d) For the banking and credit sector assets
(credits) or lending was used, as appropriate.

In view of the above limitations of the data on
economic size, they should be interpreted with
caution and treated as the best available estimates
for the present.

Vil Supplementary Data Collection
in 1995

Since the national reports in five countries (Ger-
many, France, Italy, Spain and the United King-
dom) gave an insufficient picture of the associative
sector. it was decided to carry outin 1995 a Supple-
mentary Data Collection focusing on non-profit
enterprises and to integrate its results into those of
the 1991 study. The supplementary survey was
entrusted to five national experts identified by

6

DGXXIII They were asked to supplement the na-
tional reports by filling in a set of tables with data on
four variables, namely, number of entities, number
of members, (FTE) employment and economic size
of the entities. Eurostat consultants also prepared a
short open-ended questionnaire which went well
beyond the confines of pure statistics aiming rather
to capture a picture of the sector and its development
trends over the next ten years.

These contributions are integrated into each of
the five national chapters.

Nonetheless, it should be pointed out that the
scope and the methodology adopted for the Supple-
mentary Data Collection on the non-profit sector
diverge from these of the 1991 survey.

(1)  First, while the scope of the 1991 study was
limited to enterprises which were affiliated to
R/N UQs, the 1995 Supplementary Data Col-
lection attempted to collect data covering the
whole universe of the non-profit sector in the
countries concerned. In particular, the data
were collected on non-profit institutions con-
sidered at the level of the elementary economic
decision-making centre within the meaning of
the European System of National Accounts,
referred to as entities in the Supplementary
Data Collection.

(i) Second, while in the 1991 study data were
collected by approaching the R/N UOs (except
for the Netherlands), the Supplementary Data
Collection was based on sampling surveys and
partly on bibliographical and other adminis-
trative sources.

(iii) Third, since the 1991 study aimed at surveying
not only the non-profit organisations but also
cooperatives and mutual societies, the data
were analysed into six economic sectors as
explained in Section III. In the Supplementary
Data Collection, the previous sector No (6) was
analysed more finely into: (a) health and social
work, (b) education and research, (c¢) recrea-
tional, cultural and sporting activities, (d) other

(iv) Fourth, with regard to employment, while the
1991 study reported total employment, the
Supplementary Data Collection reported full-
time-equivalent (FTE) employment. This may
mean that employment in the non-profit asso-
ciations sector is understated by comparison
with the other sectors. However, FTE seems to
be more suitable for inter-sectoral comparison.

(v) Fifth, while in the 1991 study the economic
size was total income ortotal expenditure in the

eurostat



budget, the Supplementary Data Collection
collected data on operating expenses, i.e. total
expenses minus capital expenses.

VIil Definitions of certain terms

Before proceeding todescribe the main results of the
study, it is important to equip the reader with a
definition of certain terms in order to avoid confu-
sion or misinterpretation of the outcome of the
study.

The cooperative, mutual and non-profit sec-
tor: for the purpose of the study, the cooperative,
mutual and non-profit sector was defined as com-
prising all those cooperatives, mutual benefit soci-
eties and non-profit associations which were affili-
ated tothe regional/national umbrella organisations
that participated in the study by returning the com-
pleted questionnaire. There are two exceptions to
this as mentioned in sections V (Belgium and the
Netherlands) and VII ( the Supplementary Data
Collection in 1995) above . A shorter name for the
sector is économie sociale sector.

The cooperative sector: as a corollary, the
cooperative sector was defined as consisting of all
those cooperatives which were affiliated to a R/N
UO for cooperative enterprises. Similar definitions

TECHNICAL INTRODUCTION

were adopted for mutual and non-profit
sectors as well.

Sector: this term would seem rather over-used.
In addition to its use in the foregoing contexts, it is
used to signify sector of economy and sometimes a
legal sector in place of legal form.

Member enterprises: forthe banking and credit
sector, it means the number of banks and their
branches offices. For the insurance and pensions
sector, it means the number of mutual aid societies
and in some cases, the number of independent
district offices. For the remaining sectors of economy,
the term simply means the number of member
enterprises.

Individual members: forthe banking and credit
sector, it means the number of account holders or
borrowers as the context may imply. In the case of
the insurance and pensions sector, it means the
number of policy-holders or the number of active
policies in some cases.

Economic size: this term is to be interpreted in
relation to the legal form of the enterprises as well
as the sector of economy. The method used for
determining the economic size is explained in Sec-
tions VI and VIL

' Communication from the Commission to the Council: Business in the économie sociale sector: Europe’s frontier-free market.
Sec(89)2187 final, Brussels, 18 December 1989, The Communication also provides a definition of the économie socialesector,

pp.3105.

2 Defourny, J.: ‘Le secteur de I'économie sociale en Belgique', working paper 92/05, Liége, CIRIEC, May 1992.

3 A sample survey on the individual enterprises and the extrapolation to the total statistical population will be possible when the
Community legislation (Council Regulations (EEC) Nos 696/93 and 2186/93) is fully applied.

4 Charity trends, 13th edition, published by the Charities Aid Foundation, 1990.
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1.00 Summary of results

1.01 Source of data

The 1991 study was targeted at the regional and
national umbrella organizations (R/N UQOs) in all
Member States of the European Union. In the event,
216 R/N UOs (including two large independent
organizations) in 10 Member States (the exception
being Belgium and the Netherlands) participated in
the study. Of the total R/N UOs, 147 were in the
cooperative sector, 30 inthe mutual sector, 33 in the
associative sector and six transversed the coopera-
tive, mutual and non-profit sectors. A list of the
organizations which took part in the study from
each Member State is given in Section 2.00 of the
national chapters.

Due to administrative reasons, the Belgian
National Institute of Statistics could not directly
coordinate the study. Therefore, data concerning
the cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors in
Belgium were obtained essentially from a study
realizedby CIRIEC'. However, complementary data
provided by 11 Belgian NUOs are given in Section
2.00 of the national chapter.

The Supplementary Data Collection carried
out in 1995 in five Member States (France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom) was
focused on non-profit entities. Its results are infe-
grated into Section 4.00.

Table 1.01 gives a summary of the data, clas-
sified by legal form, on the number of cooperatives

and mutual enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs
which participated in the study, the number of their
members and employees as well as their economic
size in or around 1990. Data concerning non-profit
associations refer both to the 1991 study and to the
Supplementary Data Collection (for details, see also
Section VII of the Technical introduction)

Chart 1,01 shows the relative values (in per-
centage terms) of the variables investigated by the
two studies. It will be seen that the cooperatives had
the highest share in economic size, the mutuals
topped in membership while the associative sector
led in the numberof enterprises and in employment.

1.02 Enterprises and Establishments

The total number of entities was reported to be
1267 968 of which 103 738 (8.2%) were coopera-
tives, 13 784 (1.1%) were mutual/friendly societies
and 1 150446 (90.7%) were non-profit associa-
tions. The enterprises in the non-profit sector were
generally small, offering a variety of services and
facilities on a local or regional basis - a fact which
accounts for their relatively high proportion.

1.03 Employment

The employment of the said entities was 5 254 128
of whom 1 743 019 (33.2%) were in the coopera-
tives, 226 319 (4.3%) in the mutual/friendly socie-
ties and the remaining 3 284 790 (62.5%) in the
non-profit associations.

Table 1.01 Number and percentage of enterprises and establishments,
members, employment and economic size of all entities,
by legal form, c. 1990
..t"“::::",.- " .t.':';0"‘,-0:.::;“‘:.O:‘..;iz...l'..'.. ,.-.-..‘.',:' ”..qo ..o",.-o:- .:".‘ll"..ll" ..qo‘. u‘-.
Vanable ::fr?d ” Legalform
Cooperatives Mutuals a Associations Tofal
(M () (3) (4) (5) (6)
No 103 738 13784 1150 446 1267 968
Entities
% 82 1.1 90.7 100.0
No 1743019 2263190 3284790°¢ 5254 128
Employment
% 332 43 625 100.0
ECU mio 1253476 75 555 143631 ¢ 1472662
Economic size
% 85.1 5.1 9.7 100.0
a Data refer to eleven Member States (excluding lreland).
b Excluding the Netherlands and Spain.
¢ Excluding Luxembourg and Spain.
| =/
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1.04 Economic size

The economic size of the cooperative’ and mutual
enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs and of the non-
profit associations was ECU 1 472 662 million. Of
this amount, the cooperatives accounted for
ECU 1 253 476 million (85.1%), mutual/friendly
societies for ECU 75 555 million (5.1%) and non-
profitassociations for ECU 143 631 million (9.7%).

1.05 Supplementary sources of data

One of the objectives of the 1991 study was to
determine whether other sources, such as public
registers and directories of enterprises, might be
more suitable than the national umbrella organiza-
tions for identifying certain types of enterprises in
the cooperative, mutual and non-profit sector in
certain countries. Examination of publicregistersin
various government departments revealed that most
of the Member States record much of the relevant
data on an annual basis. These sources could pro-
vide useful supplementary data for future studies of
the kind under report. In this connection, it may be
noted that the recent Community legislation’ con-
cerning, respectively, the statistical units and the
business registers constitutes the necessary legal
basis to set up the statistical infrastructure for
carrying out sample surveys by approaching indi-
vidual enterprises of the économie sociale sector.

1.06 Directory of national umbrella
organizations

As a by-product of the 1991 study, the Directory
provides structural and statistical data on 209 re-
gional/national umbrella organizations which par-
ticipated in the study. There are 15 data items. The

EUROPEAN UNION

first seven concern the R/N UQ itself while the last
eight pertain to its member enterprises. The items
are:

(a) About the R/N UQ: country and code number;
name and acronym, if any; year of formation;
names of principal officers: full postal address,
telephone number and fax number; annual budget
(1990) and office staff (total number).

(b) About the member enterprises: their number,
legal form. principal economic activity, number
of members, number of employees, turnover,
income by source (where reported), assets or
credits or consolidated balance sheet.

The usefulness of the Directory lies in the fact
that it will serve as a ready reference manual on R/
N UOs in the cooperative, mutual and non-profit
sector in the Member States of the European Union.

Furthermore, it will greatly facilitate updating
of the data on enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs
at regular intervals at a very low cost. At the same
time, the Directory could be augmented by the
addition of new R/N UOs.

1.07 Annotated bibliography

The annotated bibliography of national sources of
statistics on the cooperative, mutual and non-profit
sector and its organizations in the European Union
(annotated bibliography, for short) has been pro-
duced in fulfilment of objective No 2 of the study.
When published, it will present bibliographical
information on more than 120 publications which
contain statistical data on économie sociale enter-

prises and their national

umbrella organizations.

Chart 1.01 Percentage distribution of enterprises and ia;:ez:::::f fi?lP: ':f:;;‘g
establishments, members, employment and fsrnatwbich contatas s
economic size of all entities itemns of information in the
by legal form, c. 1990 following order:
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Table 3.02 Number and percentage of enterprises, members and employees,
and economic size of the mutual societies, by sector of economy,
c. 1990
B e L R B R e R R s T e e R e e S e
iabl N %
Variable o and Sector of economy
Banking and Insurance and Other n.es. Total
credit pensions
(1) @) (3 (4) (5) (6)
No 56 12247 1481 13784
Enterprises
% 04 88.8 10.7 100.0
No 57 000 94 205 538 350 000 94 612 538
Members
% 0.1 99.6 04 100.0
No 484 225 835 ' : 226 319
Employees
% 02 99.8 ; 100.0
ECU mic 1587 72 898 1071 75 555
Economic size
% 21 96.5 1.4 100.0

2.07 Wholesale and retail trade
sector

Enterprises in this sector were operating in all
Member States, except Ireland. The total number of
enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs which collabo-
rated in the study was 6 760. Together, they had
9 309 537 members and 409 533 employees.
Their total turnover amounted to ECU 87 516
million.

Within the cooperative sector, as defined here,
the trade sector represented 6.5% of the enterprises,
17.3% of the members, 23.5% of the employees and
7.0% of the economic size, It ranked first (highest
proportion) on employees, second on membership,
third on economic size and fifth on enterprises.

2.08 Other (unspecified) sectors

Enterprises operating in sectors of the economy
other than those specified above were reported by
seven Member States. namely, Belgium, France,
Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal and
the United Kingdom. The total number of enter-
prises affiliated to the R/N UOs which took part in
the study was 7 140 with 4 492 638 members. To-
gether, they had employed 199 536 persons and
conducted ECU 34 519 million worth of business.

Within the cooperative sector, as defined here,
the unspecified sectors jointly accounted for 6.9% of
the enterprises, 8.4% of the members, 11.5% of the
employees and 2.7% of the economic size. As a unit,
they ranked fourth on enterprises, membership, and
economic size, but fifth on employment.
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3.00 The mutual sector

3.01 Aggregates for the mutual
sector

The total number of enterprises affiliated to the
R/N UOs which furnished the relevant information
was 13 784. Together they had 94 612 538 mem-
bers and 226 319 employees. Their economic size
was ECU 75 555 million.

In comparison with the cooperative, mutual
and associative sector, as defined for the purpose of
the study, the mutual sector accounted for 1.1% of
the enterprises, 4.3% of the employees and 5.1 % of
the economic size.

3.02 Analysis by sector of economy

The enterprises in the mutual sector were operating
in three sectors of economy: mainly in the insurance
and pensions sector and to a limited extent in
banking and credit as well as in other (unspecified)
sectors. Table 3.02 gives a summary of the data,
classified by sectorof economy, on the four variables
investigated by the study, i.e., enterprises, mem-
bers, employees and economic size. It also shows
their relative values (in percentage terms) for the
three sectors of economy. The situation in respect of
each sector is briefly described below.

3.03 Insurance and pensions sector

Enterprises in this sector were operating in all the
Member States with the exception of Ireland. The

. e e
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Percentage distribution of enterprises, members, employees and

economic size of mutual societles, by sector of economy, c. 1990
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total number of enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs
which participated in the study was 12 247,
Together, they had 94 205 538 (over 94 million)
members (policy-holders) and 225 835 employees.
Their economic size was ECU 72 898 million.

Within the mutual sector, as defined here, the
insurance and pensions sector represented 88.8 % of
the enterprises, 99.6% of the members, 99.8% of the
employees and 96.5% of the economic size. Obvi-
ously, this was by far the most dominant sector of
economy within the mutual sector.

3.04 Banking and credit sector

Enterprises registered as mutual societies in the
banking and credit sector were operating in France
and Italy only. The one enterprise in France had
employed 451 persons and negotiated ECU 1 587
million worth of business. The 55 enterprises in
Italy had 57 000 members and 33 employees. Infor-
mation about the other variables was not available.

Within the mutual sector, as defined here, the
banking and credit sector represented 0.4% of the
enterprises, 0.1% of the members, 0.2% of the
employees and 2.1% of the economic size. However,
it should be noted that the relative values are
somewhat misleading because the relevant infor-
mation on which they are based, was either incom-
plete or completely lacking.

EY%
eurostat

3.05 Other (unspecified) sectors

Enterprises operating in sectors of economy other
than those specified above were reported by France
and Ttaly. In France, there were 1 231 enterprises
which together had an income of ECU 1 071 mil-
lion. The 250 enterprises in Italy had 350 000
members. Information about the other variables was
not available.

Within the mutual sector, the unspecified sec-
tors jointly accounted for 10.7% of the enterprises,
0.4% ofthe membersand 1.4% of the economic size.
However, the relative values for membership and
economic size are underestimates because complete
information about these variables was not available.

4.00 The non-profit sector

4.01 Aggregates for the non-profit
sector

The total number of enterprises affiliated to the R/
N UOs which took part in the 1991 study and of
enterprises and establishments in the five countries
interested by the Supplementary Data Collection
was | 150 446. The employment was 3 284 790.
The economic size of all enterprises and establish-
ments amounted to ECU 144 631 million.

In comparison with the cooperative, mutual
and non-profit sector, as defined for the purpose of
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Table 4.02 Number and percentage of enterprises, members and employees,
and economic size of associations, by sector of economy, c. 1990

= T - v — T g -
g n iy .o-' n-",ni"..- u"’.ov".a»" --‘:.cl*‘.a.".ol".u'..-.“.c::. 10'_' -l" .-"*.4"”.00" r"".--'

%
Weamia Weend Sector of economy
Banking and credit Other n.e.s. Total

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

No 932 1149514 1150 446
Entities

% 0.1 99.9 100.0

No 3143211 45 887 603 49 030 814
Members

% 6.4 93.6 g 100.0

No 16 043 3268 747 3284790
Employment

% 0.5 98.5 100.0

ECU mio 8372 135 259 143 631
Economic size

% 5.8 94.2 100.0
the study, the non-profit (associative) sector ac- 4.02 Analysis by sector of economy

counted for 90.7% of the enterprises and establish- ) ) .
ments, 62.5% of the employment and 9.7 % of the ~ The sectors of economy in which the non-profit

economic size. associations were operating were not specified apart

Table 4.03 Number and percentage of enterprises and establishments;
employment; economic size of associations? in Germany, France,
Italy and the United Kingdom, by sector of economy, c 1990

aeEE L gwT Tt T L et T T LT LS " u" v "’“" " 4
L T T R R T A A TR T A R T LR R VT R A

Vanabfa No
and % Subsectors of economy
Healthand Educationand  Recreational, Othersn.es. Total
social work research cultural,
sporting
activities
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) () (7)
Enterprises and No 166 488 71017 483 092 91 862 812459
establishments % 205 87 595 11.3 100.0
No 1416 879 692 228 471 457 429 831 3010395
Employment
% 47.1 23.0 15.7 14.3 100.0
Economic size No 50443 29475 17 081 24733 121732
ECU mio % 414 24.2 14.0 20.3 100.0

a Data derived from the Supplementary Data Collection (Spain excluded)

b Germany: figures about entities concern both establishments with and withoul employment; and the total number of
eslablishments (343 946) does not match with the sum of the establishments acting in the four sectors of economy
(158 9486). According to the German national expert there are 185 000 more establishments (estimate) of which the
sector of economy is unknown. Therefore, as these 185 000 establishments can not be distributed among the sectors,
they have been summed directly in the last column (Total).

Italy: figures concerning distribution of enterprises among sectors greatly differ from data derived from the 7th Istat
General Census (presented in section 5.00 of the national chapter).
The United Kingdom: figures on entities (enterprises and establishments) are indicative "guestimates" only.
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from banking and credit (house financing) sector in
which some of them were engaged. Table 4.02 gives
a summary of the data collected by the 1991 study
and by the Supplementary Data Collection carried
out in 1995, It also shows the relative weight (in
percentage terms) of the banking and credit sector
as well as the unspecified sectors as a unit. The
situation in respect of each part is briefly described
below.

Moreover, data collected by the Supplemen-
tary Data Collection are detailed in Table 4.03. It
gives a summary of the data concerning four coun-
tries, namely Germany, France, Italy and the United
Kingdom. Data are classified by sectors of economy
and reefer to the three variables investigated by the
study, i.e. enterprises and establishments, employ-
ment and economic size of the non-profit associa-
tions.

The table also shows the relative weight (in
percentage terms) of each sector of economy. The
total number of enterprises and establishments in
the four countries were 812 459 of which 166 488
(20.5% ) were in the health and social work subsector,
71 017 (8.7%) in education and research activities,
483 092(59.5%) inrecreational, cultural and sport-
ing activities.

The field of health and social work had the
highest share in employment and economic size.

EUROPEAN UNION

4.03 Banking and credit (housing
finance) sector

Entities in this sector were operating in Denmark
and Ireland. The total number of enterprises affili-
ated to the R/N UOs which collaborated in the 1991
study was 932. Together, they had 3 143 211 mem-
bers (borrowers) and the employment was of 16 043,
Their economic size was ECU 8 371,6 million.
Within the non-profit sector, the banking and
credit (housing finance) sector represented 0.1% of
the enterprises, 6.4% of the members, 0.5% of
employment and 5.8% of the economic size.

4.04 Other (unspecified) sectors

Non-profit entities operating in sectors of economy
other than banking and credit (housing finance)
sector were reported by ten Member States: Bel-
gium, France. Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the
United Kingdom. The total number of such entities
was 1 149 514. Together, they had 45 887 603
members and an employment of 3 268 747, Their
economic size amounted to ECU 135 259 million.

Within the non-profit sector, as defined here,
the group of unspecified sectors of economy repre-
sented 99.9% of the entities, 93.6% of the members,
99.5% of the employment and 94.2% of the eco-
nomic size.

! Defourny, J.: "Le secteur de I'économie sociale en Belgique', working paper 92/05, Ligge, CIRIEC, May 1992,
2 The assets of the cooperative banks were included in the economic size.
* Council Regulation (EEC) No 696/93 of 15 March 1993, and Council chulalion (EEC) No 2186 of 22 July 1993.

* For the cooperative banks the economic size included also their asset
'[ uaam rmm
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1.00 Summary of resulis
1.01

Duetoadministrative reasons, the Belgian National
Institute of Statistics (NIS) could not directly coor-
dinate the study. The present chapter is based
essentially on the data reported in a study realized
by CIRIEC'. However, Section 2.00 of the chapter
shows some complementary data which were pro-
vided directly by the Belgian national umbrella
organizations (NUQOs) in the framework of a study
carried out by Eurostat with the active help of the
Belgian NIS.

Source of data

Table 1.01 gives a summary of the data, clas-
sified by legal form, on the number of enterprises
affiliated to the NUOs included in the CIRIEC
study, the number of their members and employees
as well as the economic size in or around 1990.

Chart 1.01 shows the relative values of three of
the four variables in respect of the enterprises in the
cooperative, mutual and associative sectors.

1.02 Enterprises

The total number of enterprises was 3 955
excluding those in the associative sector about
which the relevant information was not available.
Of the total, 2 450 (61.9%) enterprises were coop-
eratives and 1 505 (38.1%) were mutual benefit
societies,

Table 1.01

1.03 Membership?

The number of persons associated with the enter-
prises included in the CIRIEC study, possibly in
various capacities at the same time, was 15 364 854
of whom 1 623 330 (10.6%) were members of
cooperatives, 5 907 124 (38.4%) were policy-hold-
ers, i.e. insured with mutual benefit societies and
7 834 400 (51.0%) were users of the services and
facilities offered by the non-profit associations.

1.04 Employment

The total number of employees of the said enter-
prises was 254 688 of whom 34 113 (13.4%) were
employed by the cooperatives, 11475 (4.5%) by the
mutual benefit societies and the remaining 209 100
(82.1%) by the non-profit associations.

1.05 Economic size

The economic size of enterprises included in the
study was BFR 2 119 424 million. Of this amount,
the cooperatives accounted for BFR 1 436 989
million (67.8%), mutual benefit societies for
BFR 423 355 million (20.0%) and the non-profit
associations for BFR 259 080 million (12.2%).

2.00 Framework for the study

The framework elaborated in the technical intro-
duction to this report was adopted for the study of
cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors in Bel-
gium. The study was to be carried out by the

Number and percentage of enterprises, members, and employees,

and economic size, in respect of the cooperative, mutual and

associative sectors, c. 1990

AT S AR T E TS S T S e T S T T R P A T T E T L L T T S T A T
Legal form
Variable No and %
Cooperatives Mutuals Associations Total

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

No 2 450 1505 3 955
Enterprises

% 61.9 38.1 b 100.0

No 1623 330 5907 124 7 834 400 15 364 854
Members

% 10.6 38.4 51.0 100.0

No 34 113 11 475 209 100 254 688
Employees

% 13.4 4.5 82.1 100.0

BFR mio 1 436 989 423 355 259 080 2119 424
Economic size

% 67.8 20.0 12.2 100.0
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Chart 1.01

Percentage distribution of members, employees and economic size

in respect of the cooperative, mutual and associative sectors,

c. 1990
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National Institute of Statistics (NIS). However, the
actual launching of the study was delayed due to
administrative reasons. It was only in early 1993
that Eurostat undertook to carry out the study with
the active help of NIS and the national umbrella
organizations (NUOs) concerned.

2.01

Enterprises of all legal forms (cooperatives, mutual
societies and non-profit associations) were operat-
ing in the country.

A list of the NUOs which returned the ques-
tionnaire is given below:

Organization of the sector

(a) Cooperative sector
1. The Belgian Boerenbond (De Belgiche
Boerenbond - BB)
2. ARCO Group (Groupe ARCO)
3. ARCOFIN, SC
4. ARCOPAR, SC
5. AUXIPAR, NV
6. ARCOPLUS, CV

(b) Mutual sector
7. National Alliance of Christian Mutual Soci-
eties (Alliance Nationale des Mutualités
Chrétiens - ANMC)
8. National Union of Socialist Mutual Societies

eurostat

(Union Nationale des Mutualités Socialistes -
UNMS)

9. National Association of Liberal Mutual Soci-
eties (Landsbond van Liberale Mutualitaten)

(c) Non-profit sector
10. Federation of Subsidized Independent Free
(Teaching) Establishments (Fédération des
Etablissements Libres Subventionnés
Indépendants - FELSI)

d) Cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors
11. European Council for Social Tourism
(Conseil Européen du Tourisme Social - CETOS)

Table 2.01 gives a summary of the structural
statistical data on each NUO which returned the
completed questionnaires, while details are givenin
PartII ofthisreport. Additional sources of statistical
data will be included in Part I11.

2.02 Analysis of data

The data taken from the CIRIEC study are
presented in Sections 3.00, 4.00 and 5.00 of this
chapter together with their analysis according to
sectors of economy in each case. [t should be noted
that the data for the mutual sector refer to 1988.
Furthermore, some of the data, especially those for
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the unspecified sectors in the cooperative sector, 1 623 330 members and 34 113 employees, while
were rough estimates. Caution should therefore be their economic size of the sector amounted to
exercised in interpreting the results of the study. BFR 1436 989 million.

3.00 The cooperative sector In comparison with the cooperative, mutual

—and associative sector in Belgium, as defined for the
purpose of the study, the cooperative sector repre-
sented 61.9% of the enterprises, 10.6% of the mem-

The total number of enterprises reported in the bers, 13.4% of the employees and 67.8% of the

CIRIEC study was 2450. Together they had  economic size. The proportion of enterprises is an

— — 3.01 Aggregates for the cooperative
sector

Table 2.02 Summary of data on the NUOs which returned the questionnaires

T D A e M S e s e S L T ey AR e U S
A e L A e T M T A R T T T P T L T S L T T

Variables
NUOs Sector of economy
Enterprises Members Employees Volume of
business
(BFR mio)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
1 Banking and credit, insurance, ] c. 300 000 c. 6 900
agriculture, production, trade, others
2 Banking and credit, insurance, 4 holding c¢. 650 000 29
production, trade, others companies
3’ Banking and credit, insurance, 4 : 5 362 619 869 CBS
production 7871
2868 T
4 Financial holdings 2 15 9 3311 CBs
5 Production, trade, others 5 c. 160 000 c. 1 560 2811 CBs
6 Banking and credit, trade,others 3 c. 30 130 3 649 1284 060 * CBS
9525 T
7 Health insurance
8 Health Insurance
9 Insurance 12 : 1268
10 Education 39
11 Tourism 65

NB  The numbers in the first column of the table refer to the serial numbers of the NUQOs in Section 2.01
* Data refer to 1991,

T= Turmover.

I= Income.

CBS= Consolidated balance sheet.
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overestimate because information about the number

of enterprises in the associative sector was not
available.

3.02 Analysis by sector of economy

The cooperatives were operating in five sectors of
the Belgian economy: banking and credit; insur-
ance and pensions; agriculture, forestry, fishing and
food products; wholesale and retail trade; and other
(unspecified) sectors. Table 3.02 gives a summary
of the data, classified by sector of economy, on the
four variables investigated by the study, namely
enterprises, members, employees and economic
size. Chart 3.02 compares their relative values (in
percentage terms) for the five sectors of economy.
The situation in respect of each sector is briefly
described below.

Noand

3.03 Banking and credit sector

The total number of banks, including 72 independ-
ent bureaux, was 1 787. The total number of mem-
bers, including those of the insurance and pensions
sector, was 1 060 000. These banks had employed
8 215 persons and negotiated BFR 1 169741 million
worth of business in the form of dépéts (deposits).
In comparison with the cooperative sector, as de-
fined here, the banking and credit sector accounted
for72.9% of the enterprises, 65.3% of the members,
24.1% of the employees and 81.4% of the economic size.

3.04 |Insurance and pensions sector

This sector consisted of 30 insurance cooperatives
with 7 139 employees including 1 690 agents. The
total amount of premiums collected by them was
BFR 41 307 million. Their share in the aggregates
for the cooperative sector, as defined here, was as

Number and percentage of enterprises, members and employees, and
economic size of cooperatives, by sector of economy, c. 1990

% Sector of economy
and Insurance  Agricuiture, Trade @ Othernes? Totl
credi  and pensions elc.
(3) 4 (5) (6) @) )]
No 1787° 2 100 533 : 2450
% 729 12 4.1 21.8 100.0
No 1060000 o 48270  455060° 60000 1623330
% 65.3 30 28.0 37 100.0
No 8215 71.%! 7249 3510 8000 34113
% 241 209 212 10.3 235 100.0
BFR mio 1169741 41307 108 564 17377 100 000 1436 985
% 814 29 7.6 12 69 100.0
to food products and pharmaceuticals only.
t rough estimates.
g 72 independent bureaux.
din banking and credit sector.
ceutical distribution only.
1690 agents.
EY%
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follows: 1.2% of the enterprises, 20.9% of the
employees and 2.9% of the economic size. [t should
be noted that a larger part of the insurance and
pensions business was conducted in the mutual
sector (see Section 4.00, below).

3.05 Agriculture, forestry, fishing
and food products sector

The aggregates for this sector were: 100 agricultural
cooperative,48 270 members, 7 249 employees and
a turnover of BFR 108 564 million. Within the
cooperative sector, as defined here, the agricultural
sector represented 4.1% of the enterprises. 3.0% of
the members, 21.2% of the employees and 7.6% of
the economic size.

3.06 Wholesale and retail trade
sector

The data for this sector refer to distribution of food
products and pharmaceuticals only, There were 533
cooperatives with 455 060 members (in pharma-
ceutical units only) and 3 510 employees. Their
turnover was estimated at BFR 17 377 million. This
sector’s share in the aggregates for the cooperative
sector, as defined here, was as follows: 21.8% of the
enterprises, 28.0% of members, 10.3% of employ-
ees and 1.2% of the turnover.

3.07 Other (unspecified) sectors

The data for the unspecified sectors represent rough
estimates. Information about the number of enter-
prises was not available. The total number of mem-
bers and employees was 60 000 and 8 000 respec-
tively, while the turnover was abour BFR 100 000
million. In relation to the cooperative sector, as
defined here, the unspecified sectors accounted for
3.7% of the members, 23.5% of the employees and
6.9% of the economic size (turnover).

4.00 The mutual sector

4.01 Aggregates for the mutual
sector

The relevant data for the mutual sector were
available for 1988. The total number of mutual
benefit societies was 1 503, all of which were en-
gaged in the insurance and pensions business. To-
gether, they had 5 907 124 members and 11 475
employees. Their economic size, as represented
by the expenditure for 1988, was
BFR 423 355 million.

In comparison with the cooperative, mutual
and associative sector in Belgium, as defined for the
purpose of the study, the mutual sectoraccounted for

Chart 3.02 Percentage distribution of members, employees and economic size
of cooperatives, by sector of economy, c. 1990
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38.4% of the members, 4.5% of the employees and
20.0% of the economic size.

5.00 The non-profit sector

5.01 Aggregates for the non-profit
sector

Information about the economic sector(s) in which
the non-profit associations were operating was not
available: nor was it available about the number of
such associations and their members. However, the
number of users of the services and facilities offered

by the non-profit associations was reported to be
7 834 400. This figure has been taken as the number
of their members. The total number of their employ-
ees was 209 100 while their budget for 1990 was
BFR 259 080 million. The latter figure has been
used as proxy for the economic size.

In comparison with the cooperative. mutual
and associative sectorin Belgium. as defined for the
purpose of the study, the associative sector ac-
counted for 51.0% of the members, 82.1% of the
employees and 12.2% of the economic size.

! Defourny, 1. “Le secteur de 1'économie sociale en Belgique”, working paper 92/05, Lidge, CIRIEC, May 1992.

? In the context of the study, membership means the propensity of an individual to subscribe to enterprises of the économie sociale sector.
Consequently, membership of an individual was counted as many times as the number of enterprises of which he/she was a member at the

same lime.

-
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