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Preface 

This present publication affers the 
reader afirst complete statistical overview 
ofmoperatives, mutual dm-pro f i t s ec -  
tors in the European Union. It is the result 
of pilot s q  which began in 1991 cover- 
ing the 12 member States which formed the 
European Union at that time. 

Cooperatives, mfua l  societiesrmdas- 
sociaiions are presend fn all industriat sec- 
tors: banking and iwurance, agriculatKe 
and trade, health and handicrafs, educa- 
tion and research as well as in all types of 
services to individuals and the community. 
ft appears that enterprises engaged in the 
social economy arefirmly integrated in the 
economy. They obey to thesame consbm'nt;r, 
They operate with the same production 
stamkrds. They are very similar to ofher 
enterprises in that they distinguish them- 
selves very little from them 

TAe main aim ofthis mrtrlicatimis to * 

offer a statistical illsight into these partic- 
ular types ofeconomic organis&ons, which 
have in common - as unincorporatedfim 
and unlike corwrarrarrons - that that do not 
distribute div&ndss. 

Figwes presented in this publication 
show the picture of aversatile, dynamic and 
important sector for its si~e. The coopera- 
tives, mutual societies and associations in 
t h  European Un&n employedmnre than 5 
million wage and salary earners in 1990. 
The cooperatives had nearly 54 million 
members and the putual socie~ies about 95 
million. &Bur countries of the European 
Union, Germany, France, the United King- 
dom and Italy associations alone repre- 
sentedover 800000econonric entities wh&h 
employed about 3 million fill-time wage 
adsalary earners and accounted for over 
120 bizlion ECU in ctlrrent expendiiure, 

This jirst situation rport which is 
supplement& by an index of professional 
organi'sations ective in the secfosand by an 
annotatedbibEiogrqhy reqairesfudzerde- 
wlopments. These will be rrecessrrry in or- 
&r to extend the field of research to cover 
all countries of the European Union aad 
also to obtain a wider wderstandin8 of 
certain fn8icators as well as to ensure their 
up-dating. It will ben&t fro* opinions, 
suggestions and criticism from readers of 
this publication. 

Yves-Thibault de SILGUY Christos PAPOUTSIS 
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I Historical background 

In its Communication of 18 December 1989 to the 
Council, the Commission ofthe European Commu- 
nitiesrequesfedtheCaunci1 t o s u p p o r t t h e C o ~  
sion's efforts toincrease the participation ofenter- 
prises of the kcommie sociale sector in existiug 
Communitypro~esandinitiatives,inpartiw). 
lar as regards information, access to financing and 
training'. 

Asindicated in that Communication, the Com- 
missionpresentedaworkpro~totheCounci1 
in 1990 in compliance with the principle of 
subsidiarity, putting forward proposals for its im- 
plementation during 1992-93. Oneqfthe aims ofthe 
work programme was the development of statistics 
on services byorganisingpiiot surveysln the Mem- 
ber States in those sectors for which adequate data 
collection mechanisms dtd not exist. The surveys 
had a two-fold aim: (a) to provide basic statistical 
infomation an the sectors concerned, and @) to 
pave the way for the regular collection of h m o -  
niaed stathiiw. Incidentally, these aims werereiter- 
ated botb by the Council Decision of 18 June 1992 
establishing a two-year programme (1992-93) for 
the development of European statistics on services 
(92/326/EEC) and by the proposed pluriwual 
work programme (1994-1996) for cooperatives, 
mutual societies, associations and fadations in 
the Community (COM/93/65a W), the latter 
adopted by the Commission in'Eeb~aIy 1994. 

Within this framework and in collaboration 
%ith Directorate-GenerdXXIII, which isresponsi- 
ble for enterprise pdicy, it was decided to launch a 
shldy ofthe dconomie sociale enterprises in the 12 
Member States of the Enropean Community in 
1991. The action aimed at: 

(i) rendering operational the definition of 
&commie socialz enterprises withim a statistical 
framework,probably on the basisoflegalstatus (the 
enterprises are generally in the legal f o m  of a 
cooperative, a mutual society or a non-pr0r1f assa- 
ciarion); 

(ii) testing the definitions and providing some 
hitial results either on all entelprises or on a 
specific sector tobedefined, dependiugon national 
situations (availabiity of adequate registers) on the 
one hand and sectoral eituations @ignificant pres- 
ence of these types of enterprises) on the other. 

Three separate but closely related objectives were 
idenMed for the study of &anomie sociale enter- 
prises. These were: . 

(1) to produce an updated version of the study 
entitkk The cooperative, m u d  and non-profir 
secfor and its organisatiom in fhe European Com- 
munity, published by the Economic and Social 
Committee of the European Community in 1986; 

(2) to produce an annotated bibliography of 
national souroes of statistics on the cooperative, 
mutual and nba-profit seotor and its organisations 
in the Enropean Community; 

(3) to cany out a research study in order to 
determine whether othm sources, pmtidady pub- 
lic registem anddirectories of enterprises, mightbe 
more suitable than the national nmbrelIa organis* 
tions for purposes of identifying certain fype$ of 
hnamie  sacink enterprises in certain countries. 

Subsequently, it was decided to produce also a 
directory of national umbrella organisations show- 
ing the structural afld statistical data about each 
NUO. It was thought that such a directory would 
facilitateupdating and augmentation ofthe dataon 
a regular basis, if so desiued. 

Ill Dcslgn of fhe study 

In the face of problems p o d  by the lackof regisws 
of enterprises, the constraints of time and funds, as 
well as thecdmplexity and novelty of thesubject, it 
was decided that the heope of the study s h d d  be 
limited in the first place to those enterprises which 
are affiliated to regional or national umbrella or- 
ganisations estaMished in the cooperative, mutual 
and associative sectorsin theMemberStates. In the 
cirmmstadce, data would have to &collected only 
from the regional and nationai umbrella organisa- 
tions and exceptionally from some large primary 
level organisations h t l y ,  without approaching 
the individual enterprises. Other design-related 
decisions concerned the vmhbles to be investigated 
and the levels of analysis of data. 

It was decided that da@ should be collected on 
four variables, namely, number of enterprises, 
number of members, number of employees and 
economicsizeofthe enterprises. Forthelast-named 
variable, data was requested on turnover, income 



and assets (or deposits M consolidated b b c e  
sheet).Alldatareferredto 1990anddepamuesfmm 
the reference yeat were clearly stated. 

The data shouldbeamlysed both by legal form 
of the enterprise md by sector of the economy. 

The legal forms were: (a) cooperatives; @) 
fiutud societies; (c) non-profit associations. Lim- 
itedliabiity companies with coaperative principles 
were to be included in the study as cooperatives. 
Si lar ly ,  organisations operating on a non-profit 
basis were to be treated as associations. 

The selected sectors of economy were: (1) 
W n g  and d t ;  (2) insurance and pension$; (3) 
agriculture, forestry, fishing and fohdproducfx (4) 
conshuction, crafts, manufscturing, mining and 
production; (5) wholesale and retail trade; (6) other? 
pot elsewhere specified. 

The 12 (Member States) x 3 (legal forms) x 6 
(sectors d economy) x 4 (variables) design was 
finally adoptedforthestudy.Theres&softhestudy 
are reported accordingly. 

N Organisational aspects 

Cwllwto18 
In consultation with JXectorate-General X)CHI, 
Jhrostat decided to entrust the task of camins out 
thesrudy tothe~ational~ci l l ist ical~ft ices i~b). 
After obtaining their consent to undertake the job, 
$uitablewntracts were negotiatedwith 10 Member 
States, the exceptions being Ireland and the United 
Kingdom, where the job was entrusted to private 
contractors whowere, nevertheless, advisedto cany 
out the study in close coopation with their respec- 
tive NSO. 

-logy 
(i) The relevant data were collected through a 

p 0 S d  qlESti0~fdE. 
(u) The questionnaire was kept short and simple 

andyetitaskedforthe structural and statistical 
data (annual budget and staft) about the re- 
gionaYuational umbrella organisation itself, 
andstati~ticald&(number(dente~riscs, their 
members, employees, turnover, income by 
source and assets or dewsits) aboutthe member 
enterprises. The number of persons employed 
was to be broken down into salaried/non&a- 
ried and full-time/piut-time, ifpossible. 

(iii)A separate was &pared to col- 
leer information for the aunotated bibliogra- 
phy. 

(iv) A model timetable was prepared for the wn- 
tractors, who were requested to adhere to it to 

the maximum possible extent. However, modi; 
fications were allowed, to suit local conditions. 

In order to ensure the uniformity of procedures and 
thereby the uniformity of n a t i d  reports, each 
conbractor was provided witha set of guidelines for 
canying out the study and preparing the national 
report. The guidelines suggested, inter alia, that 
each aganisation selectea for inclusion in the study 
should be requested to complete the two question- 
naire~. The response, or the lack of it, should be 
PoUawedup bytelephonecalls, written communica- 
tion and a personal visit, where necessary. Indeed* 
every effortshouldbemadenotonly towllect all the 
relevant data, but also to ensure its reliability. 

Finally, the various steps involved in canying 
outthe study werediscussedand &upon by the 
contractors at wome6tings (held on 22.4.1991 and 
11.1 1.1991) at which technical termsand concepts 
were explained by the consultants. 

V Exeoutian of the plan 

The study was carriedoutby theNationalStatistical 
0 f l l c . p ~  (NSOs) in nine M&r States, and by 
privatecontractors in Ireland and the United King- 
dom. 

In the Netherlands, however, therelevant data 
were estimated through a sample survey based on 
the information contained in the Central Registers 
of the Central Bureau of Statistics. 

In Belgium, the study was delayed foradmin- 
istrativereasons. However, it wasdecided touse the 
data reported in a study carried out by URIECz. 
However, 11 NUOs in BeIgium have provided 
Eurostat with compiemenrary data which are in- 
cluded in Section 2.00 of the national chapter. 

VI Some Iimitatlons of fhe data 

Itshouldbenotedat theoutsetthatthe studydoesnot 
present a complete picture of the dconomie sociale 
sector in any Member State and therefore in the 
Union as a whole far avarietyofreasons. These are: 

0) In the absence of complete registers of enter- 
prises, each national study was targeted at 
selected WN UOs. Thelist of these might have 
heen out of date, based as it was on the 1986 
study carried out by the Economic and Social 
Committee oflhe European Community3. 

(ii) It is a well-known fact that many kconomie 
sociale enterprises, sometimes a largenumber 
of them, are not affiliated to any R/N UO. 



Suchenterprisesescapedthe study. Onthe basis 
of the available and sometimes implicit infor- 
mation contained in the national reports, the 
experts estimate that at the Union level only 
about 50% of the primary organisations are 
affdiated to RIN UOs. 

(iii) In some countries there is no RiN UO for 
dconomie sociale enterprises of a particular 
legal fonn, e.g. in  Ireland there is no NU0 for 
mutual societies, while Luxembourg and Italy 
have none for nou-profit associations. Conse 
quently, the mutual sector of Ireland and the 
associative sector in Luxembourg and in Italy 
escaped the study. 

(iv) In many cases the collaborating R/N UOs did 
not supply the required data for all its member 
enterprises or in respect of all the variables 
investigated. Particularly lacking were the data 
on economic variables (turnover, income and 
assets). As a matter of fact, very few R/N UOs 
provided data on all three variables. 

In determining the economicsize forthepresent 
report the following method was adopted: 
(a) F a  cooperatives turnoverwasused. Where 

turnover was not reported, income was 
used. In fact, many R/N UOs confused 
turnover with income. 

@) For mutual societies premiumincome was 
used. Where the relevant data were not 
reported, total income was used, because 
in most cases the difference between the 
two was small. 

(c) For the non-profit associations total in- 
come was used. Failing that, expenditure 
or budget was taken, b%ause in the caseof 
most non-profit associations, the dim-  
ence between these three variables is ex- 
pected to be small. 

(d) For the banking and credit sector assets 
(credits) a lending was used, as qmpriate. 

In view of the above limitations of the data on 
economic size, they should be interpreted with 
caution and treated as the best available estimates 
for the present. 

VII Supplementary Data Collection 
in 1995 

Since the national repom in five countries (Ger- 
many, France, Italy, Spain and the United King- 
dom) gave an insufficient picture of the associative 
sector, it was decided to cany out in 1995 a Supple- 
mentary Data Collection focusing on non-profit 
enterprises and to integrate its results into those of 
the 1991 study. The supplementary survey was 
entrusted to five national experts identified by 

DGXXIII. They were asked to supplement the na- 
tionalreports by filling in a set oftables with data on 
four variables, namely, number of entities, number 
of members, (FTE) employment and economic sue 
of the entities. Eurostat consultants also prepared a 
short open-ended questionnaire which went weU 
beyond the confines of pure statistics aiming rather 
tocaptureapictureofthe sectorandits development 
trends over the next ten years. 

These contributions areintegrated into each of 
the five national chapters. 

Nonetheless, it should be pointed out that the 
scope and the methodology adopted for the Supple- 
mentary Data Collection on the non-profit sector 
diverge from these of the 1991 survey. 

(i) First, while the scope of the 1991 study was 
limited to enterprises which were affiated to 
R/N UOs, the 1995 Supplementary Data Col- 
lection attempted to collect data covering the 
whole universe of the uon-profit sector in the 
countries concerned. In particular, the data 
were collected on non-profit institutions con- 
sideredat thelevelof the elementary economic 
decision-making centre within the meaning of 
the European System of National Accounts, 
referred to as entities in the Supplementary 
Data Collection. 

(ii) Second, while in the 1991 study data were 
collected by approaching the R/NUOs (except 
for the Netherlands), the Supplementary Data 
Collection was based on sampling surveys and 
partly on bibliographical and other adminis- 
trative sources. 

(i) Thud, since the 199 1 study aimed at surveying 
not only the non-profit organisations but also 
cooperatives and mutual societies, the data 
were analysed into six economic sectors as 
explainedin Section 111. In the Supplementary 
Data Collection,the previous sectorNo (6) was 
analysedmore finely into: (a) health and social 
work, (b) education and research, (c) recrea- 
tional,culhual andsporting activities, (d) other 

(iv) Fourth, with regard to employment, wwe the 
1991 study reported total employment, the 
Supplementary Data Collection reported full- 
time-equivalent (FTE) employment. This may 
mean that employment in the nou-profit asso- 
ciations sector is understated by comparison 
with the other sectors. However, FIE seems to 
bemore suitableforinter-sectoral comparison. 

(v) Fifth, while in the 1991 study the economic 
size was totalincome or total expenditurein the 



budget, the Supplementary Data Collection were adopted for mutual and non-profit 
collected data on operating expenses, i.e. total sectors as well. 
expenses minus capital expen& 

Vlll Deflnltlons of certain terms 

Beforeproceeding to describe themainresultsofthe 
study, it is important to equip the reader with a 
definition of certain terms in order to avoid confu- 
sion or misinterpretation of the outcome of the 
study. 

The cooperative, mutual and non-profit sec- 
tor: for the purpose of the study, the cooperative, 
mutual and non-profit sector was defined as com- 
prising all those cooperatives, mutual benefit soci- 
eties and non-profit associations which were affili- 
atedtothewgionaVnationa1 umbrellaorganisations 
that participatedin the study by returning the com- 
pleted questionnaire. There are two exceptions to 
this as mentioned in sections V (Belgium and the 
Netherlands) and VII ( the Supplementary Data 
Collection in 1995) above. A shorter name for the 
sector is dcommie sociale sector. 

The cooperative sector: as a corollary, the 
cooperative sector was defined as consisting of all 
those cooperatives which were affLLiated to a RiN 
UO for cooperative enterprises. Similar definitions 

Sector: this term would seem rather over-used. 
In addition toits use in the foregoing contexts, it is 
used to signify sector of economy and sometimes a 
legal sector in place of legal form. 

Memberenterprises: forthebanking and credit 
sector, it means the number of banks and their 
branches offices. For the insurance and pensions 
sector, it means the number of mutual aid societies 
and in some cases, the number of independent 
districtoffices.Fortheremainingsectors ofeconomy, 
the term simply means the number of member 
enterprises. 

Individualmembers: forthe banking andcredit 
sector, it means the number of account holders or 
borrowers as th_e context may imply. In the case of 
the insurance and pensions sector, it means the 
number of policy-holders or the number of active 
policies in some cases. 

Economic size: this termis to beinterpreted in 
relation to the legal form of the enterprises as well 
as the sector of economy. The method used for 
determining the economic size is explained in Sec- 
tions VI and W. 

' Communication from tim Commission to the Council: Business in the BcommiesocIaiesector: Eumpe'sfrontier-free market. 
Sec(89)2187final. Brussels, 18December1989. TheCommunicafion alsopraridesadefinMnoftheBmno&socialesector, 
pp.3to5. 
Defoumy, J.: 'Le sacteur de PBconomie sociale en Wgique: working paper 9XI5, Lidge, CIRIEC, May 1992. 

' A sample survey m the indiiaJa enterprises and the extrapolaan to the total statistical populal~on ai I be possible when the 
Communily legislaibn (Co.nc I Reg~lations (EEC) Nos 6- and 2186/93) is fully applted . 

Charity trends, 13th edition, pubhshed by the Charities Aid Foundation, 1990. 
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1 .OO Summary of results 

1.01 Source of data 

and mutual enterprises affiliated to the R/N UOs 
which participated in the study, the number of their 
members and employees as well as their economic 

The 1991 study was targeted at the regional and size in or aronndi9!%. ~ a t a  concerning non-profit 

national umbrella organizations (RN UOs) in all associations refer both to the 1991 study and to the 

Member States oftheEuropeanUnion.1n theevent, Supplementary Datacollection (for details, see also 

216 R/N UOs (includine two laree indeuendent Section VII of the Technical introduction) - - 
organizations) in 10 Member States (the exception 
being Belgium and the Netherlands) participated in 
the study. Of the total IUN UOs, 147 were in the 
cooperative sector, 30inthemntual sector, 33 in the 
associative sector and six transversed the coopera- 
tive, mutual and non-profit sectors. A list of the 
organizations which took part in the study from 
each Member State is given in Section 2.00 of the 
national chapters. 

Due to administrative reasons, the Belgian 
National Institute of Statistics could not diiectly 
coordinate the study. Therefore, data concerning 
the cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors in 
Belgium were obtained essentially from a study 
realizedby CIRIEC'. However, complementary data 
provided by 11 Belgian NUOs are given in Section 
2.00 of the national chapter. 

The Supplementary Data Collection camed 
out in 1995 in five Member States (France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom) was 
focused on non-profit entities. Its results are inte- 
grated into Section 4.00. 

Table 1.01 gives a summary of the data, clas- 
sified by legal form, on the number of cooperatives 

Chart 1.01 shows the relative values (in per- 
centage terms) of the variables investigated by the 
two studies. It will be seen that the cooperatives had 
the highest share in economic size, the mutuals 
topped in membership while the associative sector 
ledin thenumberofenterprises and in employment. 

1.02 Enterprises and Establishments 

The total number of entities was reported to be 
1 267 968 of which 103 738 (8.2%) werecoopera- 
tives, 13 784 (1.1%) weremutuaVfriendly societies 
and 1 150 446 (90.7%) were non-profit associa- 
tions. The enterprises in the non-profit sector were 
generally small, offering a variety of services and 
facilities on a local or reg~onal basis - a fact which 
accounts for their relatively high proportion. 

1.03 Employment 

The employment of the said entities was 5 254 128 
of whom 1 743 019 (33.2%) were in the coopera- 
tives, 226 319 (4.3%) in the mutuaYfriendly socie- 
ties and the remaining 3 284 790 (62.5%) in the 
non-profit associations. 

Table 1 .O1   umber Sand percentage of enterprises and establishments, 
members, employment and economic size of all entities, 
by legal form, c. 1990 

Variable NO 
and % bodform 

Cmpsrahres Mlluab a ksocw3m ToBl 

(2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

ECU mo 1253476 75 555 143631 1472632 
Ecemndcsua - - - - - - - - - 

% 85.1 5.1 9 7  1W.O 

a Deb Eferto eleven Member States (excludina irelend). 
b Exdwng ~ m d a n d s  and spain. 

- 
c Exdodin0 Luxembour~ and Spain. 
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Table 3.02 Number and percentage of enterprises, members and employees, 
and economic size of the mutual societies, by sector of economy, 

Variable No and % 
Sector of economy 

Banking and Insurance and Other n.e.s. Total 
credit pensions 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

No 56 12247 1 481 13784 
~ - - - - - - - Enterprises -~ 

% 0.4 88.8 10.7 100.0 

No 57 000 94 205 538 350 MX) 94 612 538 
- - -  Members - - - - - - - 

% 0.1 99.6 0.4 100.0 

NO 484 225 83s ns 31s 
Employees - - -  

% 0.2 89.8 700.0 

ECU mio 1 587 72 898 1071 75 555 
- -- - - - - Economic size 

% 2.1 96.5 1.4 100.0 

2.07 Wholesale and retail trade 
sector 

Enterprises in this sector were operating in all 
Member States, except Ireland. The total number of 
enterprises affiliated tothe RMUOs whichcollabo- 
rated in the study was 6 760. Together, they had 
9 309 537 members and 409 533 employees. 
Their total turnover amounted to ECU 87 516 
million. 

Within the cooperative sector, as defined here, 
the trade sector represented6.5% of the enterprises, 
17.3% ofthemembers, 23.5% a t h e  employeesand 
7.0% of the economic size. It ranked fist (highest 
proportion) on employees, second on membership, 
third on economic size and fifth on enterprises. 

2.08 Other (unspecified) sectors 

Enterprises operating in sectors of the economy 
other than those specified above were reported by 
seven Member States, namely, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Ireland, the Netherlands, Pomgal and 
the United Kingdom. The total number of enter- 
prises &liated to the R/N UOs which took part in 
the study was 7 140 with 4 492 638 members. To- 
gether, they had employed 199 536 persons and 
conducted ECU 34 519 million worth of business. 

Within the cooperative sector, as defmed here, 
the unspecified sectors jointly accountedfor6.9% of 
the enterprises, 8.4% of the members, 11.5% of the 
employees and2.7% of theewnomic size. As aunit, 
they rankedfourthonenterprises,membership, and 
economic size, but fifth on employment. 

3.00 The mutual sector 

3.01 Aggregates for the mutual 
Sector 

The total number of enterprises affiliated to the 
RIN UOs which furnished the relevant information 
was 13 784. Together they had 94 612 538 mem- 
bers and 226 319 employees. Their economic size 
was ECU 75 555 million. 

In comparison with the cooperative, mutual 
and associative sector, as defined for the purpose of 
the study, the m ~ N a l  sector accounted for 1.1% of 
the enterprises, 4.3% of the employeesand 5.1% of 
the economic size. 

3.02 Analysis by sector of economy 

The enterprises in the mutual sector wereoperating 
inthreesectorsofeconomy: mainly in the insurance 
and pensions sector and to a limited extent in 
banking and credit as well as in other (unspecified) 
sectors. Table 3.02 gives a summary of the data, 
classified by sectorof economy,onthefourvariables 
investigated by the study, i.e., enterprises, mem- 
bers, employees and economic size. It also shows 
their relative values (in percentage terms) for the 
three sectorsof economy. The situationin respect of 
each sector is briefly described below. 

3.03 Insurance and pensions sector 

Enterprises in this sector were operating in all the 
Member States with the exception of Ireland. The 



Chart 3.02 Percentage distribution of enterprises, members, employees and 
economic size of mutual societies, by sector of economy, c. 1990 

totalnumberofenterprises affiliated totheR/NUOs 
which participated in the study was 12 247. 
Together, they had 94 205 538 (over 94 million) 
members (policy-holders) and 225 835 employees. 
Their economic sue  was ECU 72 898 million. 

Withru themutual sector, as defined here, the 
insuranceandpensloas sector represented 883% of 
the enterprises,99.6% ofthemember$99.8% ofthe 
employees and 96.5% of the economic size. Obvi- 
ously, th~s  was by far the most domnant sector of 
economy within the mutual sector. 

3.04 Banking and credit secfor 

Enterprises registered as mutual societies in the 
banking and credit sector were operating in France 
and Italy only. The one enterprise in France had 
employed 451 persons and negotiated ECU 1 587 
milLion worth of buagess- The 55 enterprises in 
Italy had 57 000 members and 33 employees. Info$- 
matiou about the other variables was not available 

Within themutual sector, as defined here, the 
banking and credit sector represented 0.4% of the 
enterpnses, 0.1% of the members, 02% of the 
employees and2.1% ofthe economicslze. However, 
rt should be noted that the relative values are 
somewhat misleading because the relevant infor- 
mation on which they are based, waseither incom- 
plete or completely lacking. 

3.05 Other (unspecified) sectors 

Enterprises operating m sectors of economy other 
than those specified above were reported by France 
and Italy. In France, there were 1 231 enterpnses 
which together had an income of ECU 1 071 mil- 
lion. The 250 enterpnses in Italy had 350 000 
members.Infonnationabout the othervariables was 
not available 

Within the mutual sectoqthe unspecitied sec- 
tors jointly accounted for 10 7% of the enterprises, 
0.4% ofthe membersand 1.4% dthe economic slze. 
However, the relame values for memhershp and 
econormc sizeueundmestimatesbecausecomplete 
infomationabout these vanableswas not available. 

4.00 The non-profit sector 

4.01 Aggregates for the non-profit 
sector 

The total number of enterprises ashated to the R/ 
N UOs which took part in the 1991 smdy and of 
enterprises and establishments m the five countries 
luterested by the Supplementary. Data Collection 
was 1 150 446. The employment was 3 284 790. 
The economic size of all enterprises and establish- 
ments amounted to ECU 144 63 1 million. 

In companson with the cooperatwe, mutual 
and non-profit sector, as defined for the purpose d 



Table 4.02 Number and percentage of enterprises, members and employees, 
and economlc slze of assoclatlons, by sector of economy, c. 1990 

Variable No and % 
Sector of economy 

Banking and credit Omer n.e.s. TOW 

No 
- 

932 1 149514 1150446 
Entitles - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

% 0.1 99.9 100.0 

No 3 143211 45 887 603 49 030 814 
Members - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

% 6.4 93.6 . lW.O 

No 16 043 3 268 747 3 282 790 
Employment ~ ~- ~~ - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - 

% 0.5 99.5 100.0 

ECU mio 
- 

8 372 135 259 
- - - - -  - -  - - - -  ~~~ ~ 

143 631 
Economic size 

% 5.8 94.2 100.0 

the shldy, the non-pmfit (associative) sector ac- 4.02 Analysis by sector of economy 
counted for 90.7% of the enterprises and establish- 
ments, 62.5% of the employment and 9.7 % of the The sectors of economy in which the non-pmfit 
economic size. associations were operating werenotspecifiedapart 

Table 4.03 Number and percentage of enterprises and establishments; 
employment; economic size of associationsa in Germany, France, 
ltahr and the United Kinadom. bv sector of economv. c. 1990 

Variable No 
and% _ Subrectors of economy 

Health and Education and Recreational. Others n.e.s. Total 
social wolX research cultural; 

sporting 
activities 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

Enterpises and No 186 488 71 017 483 092 91 862 812459 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

edablishmenls % 20.5 8.7 59.5 11.3 100.0 

No 
- - 

1 416 879 692 228 471 457 429 831 
- - - - - - - - - - - 

3 010 395 
Employment - - -  

% 47.1 23.0 15.7 14.3 100.0 

Economic size No 50443 29 475 17 081 24 733 121 732 
- - - -  - - - - - -  ~ - - -  - - -  

ECU mio % 41.4 24.2 14.0 20.3 1W.O 

- - - - - - ~- - - -  -~ -. - - -  

a Data derived fmrn the Supplementary Data Collection (Spain excluded) 

b Germany: figures abcut enles concern both eAaoli?hmen*l wiih and with0111 employmem; and Me total nJmber of 
esIabl.shrneils (343 846) does not matcn &.th me s,rn of me eslabllshments act:ng In the f o ~ r  sectors of economy 
(158 946). Axordine to the German national e m  there are 185 000 more establishments (estimate) of which the 
sector oleconom). i i  .nhnoun Tnerefore, as these 185 000 esiblishments csn not oe d:slr.b,led nmbng Ule senors. 

have been summed dire* in the last column (Total) 
ltaij. flguresconcern.ng diitib~tlon of erterpnses among sectors greahy diier from data derived 'rom the 7th lstat 
~ & e &  Census (presented in section 5.00 of the national chapter). 
F e  U$ted@gdAm: figure@ enUties~(en~erpr~es,,and,es+bl~Jme~s) are indJatl5 "guestimates" only. 

. .., ,-7 ~- -~ - - 
,- .. . . ,. , 



UYY.~-k ing  and credit (honsefinancing) sectorin 4.03 Banking and credit (housing 
which some ofthem wereengaged. Table4.02 gives finance) sector 
a summary of by the lW1 study Entities in this sector were operating in Denmark 
and by the Data and Ireland. The total number of entelpfises m- 
Out ill lW5. It also shows the weight (in ated to theR/N UOs which collaboratedln the 1991 

Of the banking and sector stndy was932. Together, they had 3 143 21 1 mem- as the unspecifid sectms as a unit' The bers(borrowers)andtheemploymentwasof 16 043. 
situation in respect of each part is briefly described Their economic size was ECU 371,6 , DUO.. 

W~thm the non-profit sector, the banking and 

I Moreover, data collected by the Supplemen- 
tary Data Collection are detailed in Table 4.03. It 
gives a summary of the data concerning fow coun- 
hies,namely Germany, France, Italy andtheunited 
Kingdom. Data are classifiedby sectors ofeconomy 
and reefer to the three variables investigated by the 
study, i.e. enterprises and establishments, employ- 
ment and economic size of the non-profit associa- 
tions. 

The table also shows the relative weight (in 
percentage terms) of each sector of economy. The 
total number of enterprises and establishments in 
the four countries were 812 459 of which 166 488 
(20.5%) wereinthehealthand socialworksnbsector, 
71 017 (8.7%) in educationand research activities, 
483 092 (59.5%)inrecreational,cultural andsport- 
ing activities. 

credit (housing finance) sector represented 0.1% of 
the enterprises, 6.4% of the members, 0.5% of 
employment and 5.8% of the economic size. 

4.04 Other (unspecified) sectors 

Non-profit entities operating in sectors of economy 
other than banking and credit (housing finance) 
sector were reported by ten Member States: Bel- 
gium, France, Ge-y, Greece, Italy, Lnxem- 
bowg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the 
UnitedKingdom. The total number of such entities 
was 1 149 514. Together, they had 45 887 603 
members and an employment of 3 268 747. Their 
economic size amounted to ECU 135 259 million. 

Within the non-profit sector, as defmed here, 
the group of unspecified sectors of economy repre- 
sented99.9% of the entities, 93.6% ofthe members, . 

The field of health and social work had the 99.5% of the employment and 94.2% of the eco- 
est share in employment and economic size. nomic size. 

' Defoumy, 1.: 'Le secteur de I'hnomie sociale en Belgique', w n k i  paper 92/05, Litge, CUUEC, May 1992. 
The w e t s  of the cooperative banks were includedin the economic size. 
' Cwncil Regulation (EEC) No 696193 of 15 
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1.00 Summary of results 

1.01 Source of data 

Duetoadministrativereasons,theBelgianNational 
Institute of Statistics (NIS) could not directly mar- 
dinate the study. The present chapter is based 
essentially on the data reported in a study realized 
by CIRIEC1. However, Section 2.00 of the chapter 
shows some complementary data which were pro- 
vided directly by the Belgian national umbrella 
organizations (NUOs) in the framework of a study 
carried out by Eurostat with the active help of the 
Belgian NIS. 

Table 1 .O1 gives a summary of the data, clas- 
sified by legal form, on the number of enterprises 
affiliated to the NUOs included in the CIRIEC 
study, the number of their members and employees 
as well as the economic size in or around 1990. 

Chart 1 .O1 shows the relative values ofthreeof 
the four variables in respect of the enterprises in the 
cooperative, mutual and associative sectors. 

1.02 Enterprises 

The total number of enterprises was 3 955 
excluding those in the associative sector about 
which the relevant information was not available. 
Of the total, 2 450 (61.9%) enterprises were coop- 
eratives and 1 505 (38.1%) were mutual benefit 
societies. 

The number of persons associated with the enter- 
prises included in the CIRIEC study, possibly in 
various capacities at the same time, was 15 364 854 
of whom 1 623 330 (10.6%) were members of 
cooperatives, 5 907 124 (38.4%) were policy-hold- 
ers, i.e. insured with mutual benefit societies and 
7 834 400 (51.0%) were users of the services and 
facilities offered by the non-profit associations. 

1.04 Employment 

The total number of employees of the said enter- 
prises was 254 688 of whom 34 113 (13.4%) were 
employedby thecooperatives, 11 475 (4.5%) bythe 
mutual benefit societies and the remaining 209 100 
(82.1%) by the non-profit associations. 

1.05 Economic size 

The economic size of enterprises included in the 
study wasBFR 2 119 424 million. Of this amount, 
the cooperatives accounted for BFR 1 436 989 
million (67.8%), mutual benefit societies for 
BFR 423 355 million (20.0%) and the non-profit 
associations for BFR 259 080 million (12.2%). 

2.00 Framework for the study 

The framework elaborated in the technical intro- 
duction to this report was adopted for the study of 
cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors in Bel- 
gium. The study was to be carried out by the 

Table 1 .O1 Number and percentage of enterprises, members, and employees, 
and economic size, in respect of the cooperative, mutual and 
associative sectors, c. 1990 

Legal form 
Variable No and % 

CoopBratives Mutuals Associations Total 

NO 
Enterprises - 

% 

Members 

NO 34 113 11 475 208 100 254 688 
Employees .- -- - -- - - - -~ 

% 13.4 4.5 82.1 100.0 

BFR mi0 1 436 989 423 355 259 080 2 119 424 
Economic size 

% 67.8 20.0 12.2 100.0 



Chart 1 .O1 Percentage distribution of members, employees and economic size 
in respect of the cooperative, mutual and associative sectors, 
c. 1990 

Members Employees Economic size 

National Institute of Statistics (NIS). However, the 
actual launching of the study was delayed due to 
administrative reasons. It was only in early 1993 
that Eurostat undertook to carry out the study with - the active help of NIS and the national umbrella , organizations (NUOs) concerned. 

t 
2.01 Organization of the sector 

b 
Enterprises of all legal forms (cooperatives, mutual 
societies and non-profit associations) were operat- 

(Union Nationale des Mutualitks Socialistes - 
W S )  
9. National Association of Liberal Mutual Soci- 
eties (Landsbond van Liberale Mutualitaten) 

(c) Non-profit sector 
10. Federat~on of Subsid~zed Independent Free 
(Teach~ng) Establ~shments (Fdkration des 
Etablissements Lihres Subventionnis 
Indkpendants - FELSI) 

in& in the country. 
A list of the NUOs which returned the ques- 

tionnaire is given below: 

(a) Cooperative sector 
1. The Belgian Boerenbond (De Belgiche 
Boerenhond - BB) 
2. ARC0 Group (Groupe ARCO) 
3. ARCOFIN, SC 
4. ARCOPAR, SC 
5. AUXIPAR, NV 
6. ARCOPLUS, CV 

(IZ)Mutual sector 
7. National Alliance of Christian Mutual Soci- 
eties (Alliance Nationale des Mutualitis 
Chrktiens - ANMC) 
8. National Un~on of Socialist Mutual Societies 

d) Cooperative, mutual and non-profit sectors 
11. European Council for Social Tourism 
(ConsedEuropkndu Tourisme Social-CETOS) 

Table 2.01 gives a summary of the structural 
statistical data on each NU0 which returned the 
completed questionnaires, whiledetails are givenin 
Paanofthis report. Additional sourcesof statistical 
data will be included in Pad m. 

2.02 Analysis of data 

The data taken from the CIRIEC study are 
presented in Sections 3.00, 4.00 and 5.00 of this 
chapter together with their analysis according to 
sectors of economy in each case. It should benoted 
that the data for the mutual sector refer to 1988. 
Furthermore, some of the data, especially those for 



the unspecified sectors in the cooperative sector, 1 623 330 members and 34 113 employees, while 
were rough estimates. Caution should therefore be their economic size of the sector amounted to 
exercised in interpreting the results of the study. BFR 1 436 989 million. 

3.00 The cooperative sector III comparison with the cooperative, mutual 

3 ; o ~ ~ g ~ a ~ s ~ r ~ e ~ o ~ r ~ v ~  a n d a s s o c l a u v e s ~ o r m ~ u m ~ a s X f i n e d f ~ ~  
sector purpose of the study, the cooperative sector repre- 

sented 61.9% oftheentemrises. 10.6% ofthemem- 
The total number of enterprises reported in the bers, 13.4% of the empioyees and 67.8% of the 
CIRIEC study was 2 450. Together they had economic size. The proportion of enterprises is an 

Table 2.02 Summary of data on the NUOs which returned the questionnaires 

NUOs Sector of economy 
Variables 

Enterprises Members Employees Volume of 
business 

(BFR mio) 

(3) (4) (5) (6) 

1 Banking and credit, insurance, : C T ~ O O O O O  c. 6 000 
agriculture, production, trade, others 

2 Banking and credit. insurance, 4 holding c. 650 000 29 
production, trade, others companies 

- - 

3' @anking-and credit, insurance, 4 
production 

. . Financial holdings 

5 362 610 860 CBS 
7 871 1 

- - 
2 868 

9 3311 CBS 

Production, trade, others 

= 

@anking and cfedit, trade.others 

Heaiih insurance 

0 insurance 

-- - - -  
4 "  Education 

NB The numbers in the fim wiumn of the table refer to ihe serial numbers of the NUOs in Section 2.01 
Data refer to 1991 

T= Turnover. 
I= Income. 
CBS= Consolidated balance sheet. 



LGIQUE 

overesIimatebecauseinformatianabutthenumber 3.03 BanMng and credit wctor 
of entemim in the apsociative sector wlrs not . .. . . . .. --. . 

-----, . . - - - - - - - - . - -- - ----, -- I 3.02 Analysis by sector of economy 8215-nsandnegotiatedBPal169741 million 

(m&ilied) sectom. Table 3.02 rives a summary 
Yl.l-wUU* 



follows: 1.2% of the enterprises, 20.9% of the 
employees and 2.9% of the economic size. It should 
be noted that a larger part of the insurance and 
pensions business was conducted in the mutual 
sector (see Section 4.00, below). 

3.05 Agriculture, forestry, fishing 
and food products sector 

The aggregatesforthis sectorwere: 100 agricultural 
cooperative,48 270members, 7 249employeesand 
a turnover of BFR 108 564 million. within the 
cooperative sector, as defined here, the agricultural 
sectorrepresented 4.1% of the enterprises, 3.0% of 
the members, 21.2% of the employees and 7.6% of 
the economic size. 

3.06 Wholesale and retall trade 
sector 

The data for this sector refer to distribution of food 
products and pharmaceuticalsonly. There were533 
moperatives with 455 060 members (in phanna- 
ceutical units only) and 3 510 employees. Their 
turnover wasestimated at BFR 17 377million. This 
sector's share in the aggregates for the cooperative 
sector, as defined here, was as follows: 21.8% of the 
enterprises, 28.0% of members, 10.3% of employ- 
ees and 1.2% of the hunover. 

3.07 Other (unspecified) sectors 

The data forthe unspecified sectors represent rough 
estimates. Information about the number of enter- 
prises was not available. The total number of mem- 
bers and employees was 60 000 and 8 000 respec- 
tively, while the turnover was about BFR 100 000 
million. In relation to the cooperative sector, as 
defmed here, the unspecified secton accounted for 
3.7% of the members,23.5% of theemployees and 
6.9% of the economic size (turnover). 

4.00 The mutual sector 

4.01 Aggregates for the mutual 
sector 

The relevant data for the mutual sector were 
available for 1988. The total number of mutual 
benefit societies was 1 505, all of which were en- 
gaged in the insurance and pensions business. To- 
gether, they had 5 907 124 members and 11 475 
employees. Their economic slze, as represented 
by the expenditure for 1988, was 
BFR 423 355 million. 

In comparison with the cooperative, mutual 
and associative sector in Belgium, as definedforthe 
purposeofthestudy, themutualsectoraccountedfor 

Chart 3.02 Percentage distribution of members, employees and economic slze 
of coopeytives, by sector of economy, c. 1990 

Members Employees Economic size 



38.4% ofthe members, 45% ofthe employees and 
'20.0% of the economic size. 

5.00 The non-profit sector 

5.01 Aggregates for the non-profft 
sector 

Information about the economic sector(s) in which 
the non-profit associations were operating was not 
available; nor was it available about the number of 
such associations and their members. However, the 
number of users of the services and facilities offered 

by the non-profit associations was reported to be 
7 834 400. This figure has beentaken asthe number 
oftheirmembers. The totalnumber oftheir employ- 
ees was 209 100 while their budget for 1990 was 
BFR 259 080 d o n .  The latter figure has been 
used as proxy for-the economic sue. 

In comparison with the cmperative, mutual 
andassociative sector iuBelgium, as defined for the 
purpose of the study, the associative sector ac- 
counted for 51.0% of the members, 82.1% of the 
employees and 12.2% of the economic size. 

' Dcfnrmy, 1.: 'l.e secteur de I'heeommie sociolc en Belgique", working paper 92/05, Li.?ge, CIRIEC. May 1992. 
In the mnrut of& s d y ,  membership m a  h p m p s i t y  of an individual to m e b e  m entuprises of & hecmomie sociale 
Conquenfly, mwbaship of an individual was counted as many times as the number o f e n t e q k  of which Wshe was a-ba at IIE 
same time. 
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