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ABBREVIATIONS AND COUNTRY NOMENCLATURE 

Names of some countries or groups of countries and of some commodities or groups of commodities 
have been abbreviated, Exact titles and the composition of groups of countries will be found in the 
following publications referred to in the introduction: ,- 

(i) United Nations Standard County Code (Annex 11, Country classification for 
international trade statistics) @) United Nations Standard Country or Area Code for Statistical Use, (Revision 1) 

(iii) Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, (Revision 2) 

Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, (Revision 3) 

(v) Standard International Trade Classification, Revised (SITC, Revised) . 
C 

(vi) ' Standard International Trade Classification, Revision 2, (SITC, Revision 2) 

(vii) Classiication by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) 

(viii) Classification of Commodities by Industrial Origin 

(ii) International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities (ISIC) 

1. Data relating to the People's Republic of China generally include those for Taiwan Province 
in the field of statistics relating to population, area, natural resources, natural conditions such as 
climate, etc. In other fields of statistics, they do not include Taiwan Province unless otherwise stated. 
Therefore, in this publication the data published under the heading China exclude those for Taiwan 
J?mvhe. Figures representing the trade with Taiwan Province which may have been reported by any 
reporting country or area are included in the grouping Asia. Pursuant to a Joint Declaration signed 
on 19 December 1984, the United Kingdom restored Hong Kong to the People's Republic of China 
with effect &om 1 July 1997; the People's Republic of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over 
the temtory with effect from that date. For statistical purposes, the data for China do not include 
those for Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

2. On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single State. Since that 
date they have been represented as  one Member with the name "Yemen". All data shown in this 
publication relating to the period prior to 1990 refer to the former Democratic Yemen and the former 
Yemen. 

3.  Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal RepubPc of Germany 
with effect fiom 3 October 1990, the two German States have united to form one sovereign State. 
As from the date of unification, the Federal Republic of Germany acts in the United Nations under 



the designation of "Germany": All data shown which pertain to Gennany prior to 3 October 1990 
are indicated separately for the Federal Republic of Germany and the former German Democratic 
Republic based on their respective territories at the time indicated. Where data for united Gennany 
(subsequent to 3 October 1990) are not available, they are shown separately and pertain to the 
territorial boundaries prior to 3 October 1990. 

4. In 1991, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics formally dissolved into fifteen independent 
countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan). From 1992 onwards data are shown for the individual countries. Prior to 1992 data 
are shown for the former USSR. 

5 .  Unless otherwise indicated, data provided for Yugoslavia prior to 1 January 1992 refer to the 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which was composed of six republics, whereas data 
provided for Yugoslavia after that date refer to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which is 
composed of two republics (Serbia and Montenegro). 

6. Data for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, where available, are shown separately under the 
appropriate country name. For periods prior to 1 January 1993, where no separate data are available 
for the Czech Republic and Slovakia, unless otherwise indicated, data for the former Czechoslovakia 
are shown under the country name "former Czechoslovakia". 

7. Beginning 1 J a n w  1997, the overseas departments of France were included in the statistical 
territory of France for the purposes of international trade statistics. Values on this basis have been 
provided by France for 1996 also, and values are published on that basis in this publication. 



ABREVIATIONS ET CODES DES PAYS. 

Les noms de certains pays ou groupes de pays et de certains produits ou groupes de produits ont di3 
&re ab-. On trouvera les intitulis exacts de ces noms dans les publications suivantes qui figurent 
dam llntroduction: 

(i) United Nations Standard Country Code (Annex V, 'Standardized Abbreviated 
French Country Names') 

(u) UnitedNations Standard Country or Area Code for Statistical Use, (R&ision 1) 

(ui) Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, @&ision 2) 

(iv) Codes standard des pays et des zones a usage statistique, @&ision 3) 

(v) Classilication type pour le commerce international r&ide, (CTCI r6vi&) 
L 

(vi) Classification type pour le commerce international (deuxieme version rM&), 
(CTCI, R&ision 2) 

(vii) Classification par grandes categories hnomiques (CGCE) 

(viii) Classification des marchandises par origine industrielle 

(i) Classification internationale type, par industrie, de toutes les branches d'activitd 
6conomique (CITI) 

1. Les d o n n b  eslatives a la R6publique populaire de Chine comprennent en g h d d  les donnbs 
relatives A la province de Taiwan lorsqu'il s'agit de statistiques concernant la population, la superticie, 
les ressources naturelles, les conditions naturelles tel que le climat, etc. Dans les statistiques relevant 
d'autres domaines, la province de TaIwan n'est pas comprise, sauf indication contraire. C'est le cas 
dans cet Annuaire o i ~  les donnbs pour la Chine ne comprennent pas celles de la province de Taiwan. 
Lorsque des pays partenaires ont dMar6 des khang& avec ~ i i w a n  ceux-ci sont inclus dans Asie. 
Cohmthent a une D&laration commune sign& le 19 dkembre 1984, le Royaumeuni a r & r d 6  
Hong-kong a la Rkpublique populaire de chine, avec effet au ler juillet 1997; la souverainetb de la 
R6publique populaire de Chine s'exerce nouveau sur le territoire a compter de cette date. Pour les 
statistiques, les d o n n h  de la Chine ne comprennent pas celles de la region administrative spMale 
de Hong Kong. 

2. Le Yhen et le Yhm dhocratique ont fusionne le 22 mai 1990 pour ne plus former qu'un 
seul Etat, qui est depuis lors reprkntk co-e tel a I'Organisation. sous le-nom 'yemen'. ~ o u t e s  les 
donnbs p r k n t h  dans cet Annuaire qui se rappofient a la p6riode anterieure a rannee 1990 se 
rdfbrent &x anciens Yhen dkmocratiq"e et  en. 
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3. En vertu de l'adh6sioi de la Republique dhocratique allemande a la Rkpublique federale 
d'AUemagne, prenant effet le 3 octobre 1990, les deux Etats allemands se sont unis pour former un 
seul Etat souverain. A compter de la date de I'unification, la Rkpublique fabrale d'Allemagne est 
d & i p k  IOW sous le nom 'Allemagne'. Toutes les d o n n k  se rapportant I'Allemagne avant le 
3 octobre 1990 figurent dans d m  ~br iques  &parks, basks sur les territoires respectifs de la 
R6publique faerale d9Allemagne et l'ancienne Republique democratique allemande selon la periode 
indiquke. En l'absence de d o m b s  pour I1Allemagne unifib (a compter du 3 octobre 1990), les 
d o m M k  sont f h n i e s  s & m k m t  sous les ~briques hemagne @+bl&e fddrale do) et Allemagne 
(anciam Rkpblique dknocratique) et se rapportent aux limites territoriales anterieures au 3 octobre 
1990 loraqu'elles sont disponibles. 

4. En 1991, I'ex Union SoviQique a ete scindk officiellement en quinze republiques 
ind6pmdantes (Arm&Ge, Azerbadjan, Bi lms,  Estonie, Faeration de Russie, Gekrgie, Kazakstan, 
Kirghizistan, Lettonie, Lituanie, Ouzbekistan, Rkpublique de Moldova, Tadjikistan, Turkmenistan 
et Ukraine). A partir de 1992 les d o ~ e e s  sont indiquks pour chaque republique individuellement. 
Avant 1992, les donnees sont indiquks pour I'ancieme URSS. 

5. Saufindication contraire, les d o m k s  fournies pour la Yougoslavie avant le ler janvier 1992 
se rapportent a la R6publique fa th t ive  socialiste de Yougoslavie, qui Qait composke de sii 
r6publiques; les d o m k  foumes pour la Yougoslavie aprb  cette date se rapportent a la Wpublique 
fderative de Yougoslavie, qui est composke de deux republiques (Serbie et Montenegro). 

6. Les d o m k  relatives a la Rkpublique tchhue, et a la Slovaquie, lorsqu'elles sont disponibles, 
sont p r k n t k  &parCment sous le nom de chacun des pays. En ce qui concerne la periode anterieure 
au lerjanvier 1993, pour laquele on ne p o s d e  pas de donnees separbs pour les deux Republiques, 
les d o m k  relatives a I'ancienne Tch6coslovaquie sont, sauf indication contraire, presentbs sous le 
titre 'ancieme Tchhslovaquie'. 

7. A partir de ler janvier 1997, pour les statistiques du commerce international, le territoire 
statistique de la France comprend les departments d'outre-mer. Les valeurs ont ete fournies aussi 
sur cette base par la Franee pour 19%, et sont publi6es dans cet annuaire. 
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EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS 
EXPLICATION DES SIGNES 

Category not applicable ........................................................................................................... . or .. 
Ne s'applique pas 

Not available ............................................................................ : ................................................. blank or ... 
Aucune d o h  disponible 

Magnitude of less than half the unit used .................................................................................. 0 or 0.0 
Grandeur infMeure d la miti6 de l'unit6 utili& 

Provisional or estimated figures ................................................................................................ 
Don& provisoire ou estimation 

Area (1,000 square metres) ........................................................................................................ 
Superficie (1,000 mktres &) 

P 1,000 kilowatt-hours ................................................................................................................ 
1,000 kilowatts-heures 

Weight (kilograms) ................................................................................................................... 
Poi& (kilogrammes) 

Length (1,000 metres) ................................................................................................................ 
Longueur (1,000 metres) 

1,000 times unit shown ............................................................................................................... 
1,000 fois 11unit6 indiquk 

Number. .................................................................................................................................... 
Nombre 

Other ........................................................................................................................................... 
Autres 

.......................................................................................................................... Number of pairs 
Paires 

Volume (cubic metres) ............................................................................................................... 
Volume (mktre cube) 

Weight (metric tons) ................................................................................................................... 
Poids (tomes mktriques) 

1,000,000 times unit shown ....................................................................................................... 
1 million de fois I'unit6 indiquke 

Decimal figures are always preceded by a period excqt for the Country Notes in French 
where they are preceded by a comma ........................................................................................ 
Les dkimales sont toujours p M e s  d'un point, a I'exception des notes de pays en fraqais 
ou elles sont pI.e& par une virgule. 



TRADE DATA IN ELECTRONIC FORM 

External trade data, for the majority of countries from 1962 to the latest year, are available 
in electronic form and can be transmitted on magnetic tape, diskette, CD-ROM or by electronic mail. 
Detailed information on covemge and price is available, on request, h m  the United Nations Statistics 
Division, New York, N.Y. 10017, USA; tel. (212) 963-6170; fax (212) 963-9851 and e-mail 
tradestat@un.org. 

DONNEES DU COMMERCE EXTERIEUR 

- SOUS FORME ELECTRONIQUE 

Les domkes du commerce exth-ieur pour la majorite des pays de 1962 A la derniere annee 
6cdC sont dispo~'b1es sous forme dectronique et w e n t  Qre envoydes sur bande magn&ique, sur 
disquette, sur CD-ROM, ou par message electronique. Les informations dQaillCs sur la nature, le 
volume, les dates et les prk de ces supports magnQiques peuvent &re obtenues auprks de la Division 
de Statistique des Nations Unies, New York, N.Y. 10017, Etats Unis; tel. (212) 963-6170; fax (212) 
963-9851 and e-mail tradestat@un.org. 



INTRODUCTION 

1. The forty-sixth edition of the International Trade Statistics Yearbook provides the 
basic information for individual countries' external trade Derformances in terms of the overall 
trends in current value, as well as in volume and price, the importance of trading partners 
and the signilicance of individual commodities imported and exported. This edition shows 
annual statistics for 168 countries or reporting customs are&. It is published in two 
volumes. 

VOLUME I 

2. Volume I contains detailed data for individual countries. For each country the 
following tables usually appear: 

(a) Table 1, showing ten series, five for imports apd five for exports. 
The five are: total merchandise trade and trade in gold (generally% national currency, but 
in US dollars for some countries), conversion factors for converting total merchandise trade 
from national currency into United States dollars, quantum index numbers and unit value 
index numbers for total imports and exports. 

(b) Table 2, showing up to the most recent seven years available, 
percentage breakdowns of imports by broad economic categories and of exports by 
industrial origin. Data for earlier years generally were shown in previous issues of this 
Yearbook. The analysis for imports is based on the Classification bv Broad Economip 
C&~Q&S" and for exports on the Classification of Commodities by Industrial Om". 
Reclassification of foreign trade according to broad economic categories or industrial origin 
reauires statistical information at the five-digit level of the Standard International Trade - 
Classification, Revised. (For history and background of the SITC, see pages xx-xxii). 
When such details are not available, approximate allocations are made, using the three-digit 
level of the SITC Revised. In comparing statistics of international trade with statistics>f 
production, problems of limitation exist in addition to those of classification. Exports of 
products which are obviously not produced in the reporting countries (e.g., exports of tea 
and cocoa from the Netherlands or the United Kingdom) have been allocated to the 
industrial origin in which they would have been classified in the producing countries; in the 
case of tea and cocoa: Agriculture. The industrial origin in the reporting country of these 
exports is, in fact, the wholesale trade. In the Classification of Commodities bv Industrial 
m, SITC, Revised headings are subdivided to correspond, roughly, to groups of the 
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities, (Revision 1)'. 
The breakdown of exports by industrial origin is derived as much as possible from national 
or special exports. 

(c) Table 3, showing up to the most recent five years available, the value 
in United States dollars of import and export trade analyzed by the principal countries or 



areas and regions of provenance and destination. The analysis is made according to the 
United Nations Standard  count^ or Area Codes for Statistical use4/. In some instances, 
owing to  the nature of the national country classification, the conversion to the United 
Nations country classification could not be done precisely. A maximum of 40 trading 
partners are shown, in order of magnitude, based on the sum of the values over the years 
included in the table, with imports and exports ranked separately Below the value table is 
a listing showing the percentage breakdown of trade by regions and the percent of trade 
acmunted for by each of the first ten trading partners for the latest available ten years. The 
line for the European Union (EU) is calculated for all years on the basis of the current 
membership (iifteen countries). The lines for the Asian part of the former USSR (Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) 
and the European part of the former USSR (Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic 
of Moldova, Russian Federation and Ukraine) are calculated as the sum of the appropriate 
independent countries from 1992 to date. For years prior to 1992 this was not possible and 
the line for the European part of the former USSR includes the entire former USSR for 
those years. Eastern Europe comprises Albania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania and Slovakia Regional totals are calculated only if the available partner 
detail exceeds 80% of the reported total imports or exports. 

(d) Tables 4 and 5, showing up to the most recent four years available, 
the quantity and the value in United States dollars of imports and exports analyzed by 
commodities. Data for a commodity will appear if the value in any year is greater than or 
equal to 0.3 per cent of the total trade for that year. The commodities are shown in terms 
of SITC headings (abbreviated). An asterisk (*) preceding the description indicates that 
these are the only codes belonging to the next higher level of the SITC, and the next higher 
level is, therefore, not shown. 

3. In some instances the figures shown in United States dollars in the tables indicated 
under (c) and (d) above may not correspond to those in United States dollars in the table 
described under (a) above or to those in national currency in that table after the application 
of the currency conveuion factors. These discrepancies arise in part from revisions to the 
more recent data'at the total level and these revisions were not broken down for the more 
detailed data by commodity and partner. In some cases the differences may be due to 
d i h c e s  in coveragddefinitions of the data. It was felt, however, that a partial revision 
of the tables referred to under (c) and (d) above to make the totals consistent with those in 
(a) should not be made. 

4. For all countries, the data in Tables 4 and 5 are presented according to the Standard 
International Trade Classification (SITC)" Revision 2. Many countries report data 
according to the SITC, Revision 3 or the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding 
System (HS). The data so reported for these countries, were converted to SITC Revision 
2. This is a difficult conversion and results in data for some SITC Revision 2 codes which 
are not comparable with data reported in terms of SITC, Revision 2 to a very significant 
extent. In a few cases. countries re~orted data usina a national commoditv classification 
related to SITC ~evisioh 1; cowersioh to SITC ~evisGn 2 could not be done precisely and, 



therefore, in these cases some of the SITC Revision 2 codes are not exact in their coverage 
(Bahamas 1988 and 1991; Bahrain 1989 to 1993; Belize 1988 to 1990; Bermuda 1988 to 
1993; Malta 1988 and 1989; Myanmar 1991; Netherlands Antilles 1988 to 1992 and 1995; 
Sudan 1992 to 1994; United Republic of Tanzania 1987; and Tonga 1987 to 1995). 

5. When available, more detailed data by commodity and partner country according to 
the HS%, HS88, SITC Revision 3, Revision 2 or Revised are published in the Commodity 
Trade Statistic$ on microfiches. 

6. Detailed descriptions of the current concepts and definitions applied by countries are 
available in the United Nations mimeograph "National Reporting Practices in International 
Merchandise Trade Statistics" (STffiSA/STAT/112), issued February 1996 and available 
from the United Nations Statistics Division. 

VOLUME I1 

7. Volume 11 contains commodity tables showing the total tradeof certain commodities 
analyzed by regions and countries. The regional structure is identical to that which is used 
in Volume I. 

8. Commoditv tables. These tables show imports and exports of commodities at the 
group (3-digit) level of the SITC, Revision 2. All groups are covered except for 286, Ores 
and concentrates of uranium and thorium; the exports of 333, Petroleum oils, crude, and 
crude oils obtained from bituminous minerals; 351, Electric current; 675, Hoops and strip, 
of iron or steel, hot-rolled or cold-rolled; 688, Uranium depleted in U235 and thorium, and 
their alloys, unwrought or wrought, and articles thereot n.e.s.; waste and scrap of uranium 
depleted in U235 and of thorium; 911, Postal packages not classified according to kind; 
961, Coin (other than gold coin), not being legal tender (for an explanation, see paragraph 
9 below) and 971, Gold, non-monetary (excluding gold ores and concentrates). The years 
covered are the five years 1993 to 1997. The values are in U.S. dollars and both imports 
and exports are analyzed by regions and principal trading countries. A maximum of 40 
countries are shown in order of magnitude, based on the sum of the values over the years 
1994,1995 and 1996 included in the table, with imports and exports ranked separately. No 
quantity data are shown. 

9. In preparing these tables, in many cases estimates were made for countries whose 
data were not yet available and these are shown with an 'x'. In some cases, estimates were 
made for particular countries, and they were considered adequate to include in regional and 
world totals but not sufficiently explained to be published separately for the country; 
consequently, they have been suppressed and only an 'x' appears in the table. The 
commodity groups mentioned in paragraph 8 above, (286, the exports of 333,351,675, 
688,911,961 and 971) are suppressed from publication because they were poorly reported 
and contain many estimates which are not sufficiently explainable. Strictly speaking, an 'x' 
should appear against a regional or world total that contains estimates. However, virtually 



all the regional and world totals include estimates and the 'x's have been omitted for 
cosmetic purposes. 

10. The procedure for estimating trade data for a given year and a given country takes 
some reported ('true') data as a starting point. The minimum of required reported input 
data are the import and export totals of a country. Sometimes other aggregated commodity 
itlformation is also available and is taken into account; this may include some 3-digit or other 
commodity totals reported by the country. The estimation procedure then takes the 
available reported data and initial estimates which may be either (1) the 3-digit commodity 
totals of the country for an adjacent (reported) year or (2) the 3-digit commodity totals for 
the country as reported by all its trading partners combined, for the given year. Thereafter, 
these initial estimates are scaled in such a way that at every level of the commodity 
classification the total of the commodity estimates and any reported data add up to the 
reported ("true") totals at the higher level and ultimately to the totals of the imports and 
exports. 

11. Volume I1 also contains special tables showing, inter alia, (a) the contribution of the 
trade of each country to the trade of its region and of the world, (b) the flow of trade 
between countries and regions and (c) the fluctuations of the prices at which goods moved 
internationally. The special tables are: 

A. Total imports and exports by regions and countries and areas; 
B. World exports by commodity classes and by regions; 
C. Growth of world exports by commodity classes and by regions; 
D. Structure of world exports by commodity classes and by regions; 
E. Total imports and exports: index numbers by countries or areas, terms 

of trade, and purchasing power of exports; 
F. Total exports and imports: index numbers of quantum, unit value and 

terms of trade by regions; 
G. Manufactured goods exports; 
H. Fuel imparts: developed economies; 
I. Some indicators on lbel imports: developed economies; 
J. Export price index numbers of primary commodities and non-ferrous 

base metals. 

Special Tables 

12. The economic and geographic groupings in all the special tables are in accordance 
with those of Special Table A in this issue, although Special Table A sometimes includes 
more detailed geographic sub-groups. (See Special Table A for the details.) 

(A) Total im~orts and m o r t s  bv regions and countries or areas. The 
regional, economic and world totals have been adjusted: (a) to include estimates for 
countries or areas for which fill data are not available; (b) to include insurance and fieight 
for imports valued f.0.b.; (c) to include countries or areas not listed separately; (d) to 



approximate special trade; (e) to approximate calendar years; and (f) where possible, to 
eliminate incomparabiiities owing to geographical changes, by adjusting the figures for 
periods before the change to be comparable to those for periods after the change., for 
example, the European Union and the European Free Trade Association. The figures shown 
for individual countries correspond to the figures which appear and are described in table 
1 ofthe country tables. For footnotes see the end of the table. 

Monthly and quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

(B) World exoorts bv commoditv classes and bv reeions. For the general 
note and footnotes, see the end of the table. 

(C) Growth of world exDorts by commoditv classes and bv repions The 
annual average rates of change in percentage tenns given in this table have been uniformly 
calculated by the use of the compound interest formula: 

r = Annual average rate of change in percentage terms. 
Vn = Value of exports during the last year of the period. 
Vo = Value of exports during the first year of the period. 
t =Number of years in period. 

For the general note and footnotes, see the end of Special Table D 

(D) Structure of world exports bv commoditv classes and bv regions. The 
figures shown under the heading 'Origin of Exports' refer to the exports of the region or 
&untry appearing in the 'Area'colu&; those-shown under the heading ~estinaiion of I Exports' refer to the exports of the world to the region or country appearing in the *Am' 
column. For the general note and footnotes, see the end of the table. 

(E) Total imwrts and exports: index numbers by countries or areas. terms 
s f  trade and purchasing vower of exports. Unless othenvise stated in the footnotes, the 
unit value indices are in terms of national currencies. For the general note and footnotes. 
see the end of the table. 

Monthly and quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics for the 
quantum and unit value indexes. 

Q Total exDorts and imports: index numbers of quantum. unit value and 
terms of trade by remons. For the footnotes, see the end of the table. 



Quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

(G) Manufilctured ~ o o d s  exvorts. For the general note and footnotes, see 
the end of Table I. 

Quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

) Fuel imports: developed economies. For the general note and 
footnotes, see the end of Table I. 

Quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

(I) Some indicators on fuel imports: developed economip. This table 
shows the share of fuel imports in the total value of imports and in the total value of exports, 
and the ratio of unit value indices of manufactured goods exports to those of fuel imports. 
For the general note and footnotes, see the end of the table. 

Quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

(J) Export price index numbers of primarv commodities and non-ferrous 
base metals. For the general note and footnote, see the end of the table. 

Monthly and quarterly data appear in the Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics. 

SOURCES AND PRESENTATION 

13. The figures for Volumes I and I1 are obtained from national published sources, from 
data supplied by the Governments for use in this publication, and the United Nations 
publications: Monthlv Bulletin of Statistics, and Statistical Yearbook. Estimates for some 
missimg data are made by the United Nations Statistics Division. 

- 
14. The country and regional names used by various countries are not uniform for their 
trade statistics. Also, where former geographical entities commonly referred to in national 
statistics have changed, countries may introduce the corresponding changes in their statistics 
at different times. Wherever possible, however, parts of the world have been designated by 
the names they currently bear. To satisfy the needs of some users for analytical data over 
time, the ability to reconstruct some former geographidpolitical entities has been maintained 
e.g. data relating to the former USSR 

15. The regional aggregates shown throughout this publication are based on those set 
forth in the United Nations Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Usew, except 
where indicated. 

16. Generally, data refer to calendar years; however, for those countries which report 
according to some other reference year, the data are presented in the year which covers the 
majority of the reference year used by the country. 



NATIONAL INDEX NUMBERS 

17. National index numbers of unit value in national currencies or United States dollars 
and of quantum are shown in Table 1. They are the official indices which show the changes 
in the volume, (quantum index) and the average price (unit value index) of the aggregate 
merchandise imports or exports. Each index number represents a change between the 
period to which the number refers, called the current period, and a fixed period, called the 
publication base, in which the index is represented by the percentage 100. In order to 
facilitate comparison, the indices shown have been adjusted, where possible, so that the 
calendar year 1990 is the publication base. When changes are made in the coverage, 
formula or base period of an index, the two series are linked together if they have an 
overlapping period and are sufficiently comparable. 

18. Quarterly and monthly figures for these index series appear in the United Nations 
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and a more detailed description of their compilation is given 
in the 1977 &p.p w7'. 
TRANSITION COUNTRIES 

19. For the period covered by this Yearbook, countries formerly classified for statistical 
purposes as centrally planned economies had systems of official rates between their 
currencies and other currencies, all consistent with rates of 0.90 new roubles to the United 
States dollar prior to 24 December 1971 and 0.829 new roubles to the United States dollar 
until February 1973; since then these rates have been fluctuating. They generally used these 
rates when it was necessary to convert foreign into domestic currencies for the purpose of 
compiling external trade statistics. The resulting data are for comparison with the external 
transactions of the rest of the world rather than with domestic monetary transactions. 

20. The trade statistics of these countries had definitions somewhat different fiom those 
which exist in other countries. Differences in definition contribute to the discrepancies 
which can be observed between statistical records referring to the same flow of goods but 
kept by two trading partners having different economic systems. The trade among these 
countries was camed out on a basis not comparable to that governing trade with other 
countries. The concept of transaction value, for instance, as applied outside those countries 
is based on the existence of a market between exporters and importers in which the 
interaction of supply and demand has more effect than it can be assumed to have had in 
those countries; in the absence of data on the unit values of specific commodities entering 
the trade of those countries with one another. it is difficult to assess the possible effects on 
the trade statistics of this kind of incomparability. Increasingly since 1'992, the transition 
countries have adopted similar concepts and definitions for international trade statistics as 
are in effect in other countries. 

GENERAL STATEMENTS 

21. The statistics in this Yearbook have been compiled by national statistical authorities 
largely consistent with the United Nations recommended International Trade Statistics 
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statistics according to the original SITCy in order to have available data in internationally 
comparable categories suitable for the economic analysis of trade. The original SITC had 
been prepared by the United Nations Secretariat with the assistance of expert consultants 
and in cooperation with Member Governments and interested international organizations. 

I 23. In M a y  1960, the Statistical Commission approved a revision, similarly prepared, of 
the original SITC, known as the SITC, Revised, designed to take account of the changes 
in the pattern of trade since 1950 and to simplifL the relation between the SlTC and 
internationally agreed customs tariff nomenclatures. The SITC, Revised, is a rearrangement 
into s&cal order of the items of the 1955 Tariff Nomenclature (CCCN) of the Customs 
Co-operation Council. 

24. The SITC, Revised, is based on 625 subgroups (identified by code numbers of four 
digits), most of which correspond to items of the original SITC. A number of subgroups 
are m h e r  subdivided either to distinguish commodities of statistical importance or to 
permit exact correspondence with the CCCN; this results in a basic (5-digit code) level for 
the SITC, Revised, wnsisting of 1,3 12 items. The subgroups are sombihed, progressively, 
into 177 groups, 56 divisions and 10 sections. 

25. The headings of the SITC, Revised, are filly determined by their code numbers. The 
precise composition of each number is defined in the SITC, Revised, itself. In comparing 
data according to the SITC, Revised, with data according to a national commodity 
classification it must be remembered that the same brief description may refer to aggregates 
differing somewhat in composition 

26. Although the SITC, Revised, of 1960 represented a great improvement on the 
original SITC, basically the same reasons which led to the creation of the SITC and its first 
revision were found, in the late nineteen-sixties, to be once more valid. Since 1960 the 
volume of trade had increased rapidly and its geographic and commodity patterns had 
changed fundamentally. Consequently, a second revision of the SITC was undertaken. In 
October 1974 the Statistical Commission approved of this revision, known as SITC, 
Revision 24; and in M a y  1975 the Economic and Social Council recommended that Member 
States of the United Nations should report data on external trade according to the SITC, 
Revision 2, as far and as soon as possible. Starting with data for 1976, some countries 
began reporting trade statistics based on the SITC, Revision 2. 

27. The basic headings of the SITC, Revision 2 had a one-to-one correspondence with 
the subdivisions of the Customs Co-operation Council Nomenclature (CCCN). However, 
there were a number of users who found the subdivisions of CCCN (and thus SITC, 
Revision 2) insufficient for their needs"? There was also an expressed need for the 
harmonization of economic classifications1". Partlv to satisfi these needs. the Customs . 
Co-operation Council in May 1973 undertook responsibility for the development and 
completion of the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)IY. 

28. At its twenty-first session, in January 1981, the Statistical Commission had taken 
note of the Edct that a third revision of STTC would have to be made available when both the 



revised CCCN and HS came into force". Accordingly, later that year, the United Nations 
Secretariat commenced work on the revision of SITC, Revision 2, based on the principle 
that every effort should be made to maintain its general character and structure but taking 
into account the need for its harmonization with the revised CCCN, the International 
Standard Industrial Classiiication (ISIC) Revision 3'" and a Central Product Classification1" 
which was developed jointly by the United Nations Statistics Division and the Statistical 
Office of the European Communities. 

29. The final draft was revised and approved by the Statistical Commission at its 
twenty-third session, in February 1985,"and a resolution was adopted by the Economic and 
Social Council on 28 May 1985 which, inter alia, recommended that Member States should 
report internationally external trade statistics according to the Standard International Trade 
Classification, Revision 3 (resolution 198517). 

30. The Harmonized System was adopted by the Customs Cooperation Council in June 
1983, and the International Convention on the Harmonized System (HS Convention) 
entered into force 1 January 1988 (HS88). As of 29 October 1998 there were 95 
Contracting Parties, and another 76 countries or territories which were not contracting 
parties but were using the HS for customs/statistical purposes. 

3 1. The United Nations Statistical Commission at its twentv-seventh session. held fiom 
22 February to 3 March 1993, recommended that'countries "ahopt the HS for c&npilation 
and dissemination of their international trade  statistic^"'^'. 

32. In accordance with the preamble of the HS Convention, which recognized the 
importance of ensuring that the HS be kept up-to-date in the light of changes in technology 
or in patterns of international trade, the HS is regularly reviewed and revised. The United 
Nations Statistical Commission at its twenty-seventh session "recommended that the 
Customs Cooperation Council take filly into account the statistical implications of any 
changes proposed for HS and the statistical needs and capacities of developing countrie~"'~. 
Some minor~revisi"0ns to the HS88, which also resulted in the deletion of one six-digit code, 
were made in 1992 (HS92). A more comprehensive set of amendments was adopted in 
1993 and these amendments entered into force 1 January 1996 (HS96). 

33. The Statistical Commission, at its twenty-eighth session, 27 February - 3 March 
1995 considered changes that would be required to the SITC, Rev. 3 to bring it into 
correlation with HSW, the Commission decided that the changes required in SITC, Rev. 3 
to make it fully correlated with HS96 were minor in scale. The Commission therefore 
decided that it would not be necessary to issue a fourth revision of the SITC191. 

1! Classiication by Broad Economic Categories (in terms of the SITC Revised), Statistical 
Papers, Series N No.53, (United Nations publication, Sales No. 71 .XVII.12). 
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2/ Classification of Commodities by Industrial Origin (Relationship of the Standard - 
International Trade Classification Revised to the International Standard Industrial 
Classification of All Economic Activities, Revision I), Statistical Papers, Series M 
No.43, (United Nations publication, Sales No. 66.XVII.7). 

21 International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (Revision I), 
Statistical Papers, Series M No. 4, Rev. 1, (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
58.XVII.7). 

41 United Nations Standard Country Codes, Statistical Papers, Series M No. 49, (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.70.XVII. 13). 

United Nations Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, Statistical Papers, 
Series M No. 49, Rev. 1, (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XVII.8). 

Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, Statistical Papers, Series M No. 
49, Rev.2, (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.XVII.8). 

C 

Standard Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use, Series M No. 49, Rev. 3. 

51 Standard International Trade Classification Revision 2, Statistical Papers, Series M 
No.34Rev.2, (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.XVII.6). 

Standard International Trade Classification Revision 3, Statistical Papers, Series M 
N o . 3 4 b . 3 ,  (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.XVII. 12). 

6/ Commodity Trade Statistics, on microfiche (CTS SER.DCOM), carries annual figures 
showing the provenance and destination of trade for a large number of commodity 
headings of the HS and SITC classifications. 

Zl 1977 Supplement to the Statistical Yearbook and Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, 
STIESAISTATISER.SISUPPL.2, ST/ESAISTATISER.QISUPPL.2, (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.78.XVII. 10). 

8/ Statistical Papers, Series M No. 52, Rev.1, (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.82.XW.14). 

Statistical Papers, Series M No. 52, Rev.2 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.98.XVII. 16). 

I Countries excluding military goods from imports or exports use varying definitions of 
this category of merchandise, but for most countries concerned; weapons and their 
ammunition constitute a major part of the military goods excluded. 



101 United Nations Statistics Division and Statistical Office of the European Communities - 
Joint Working Group on Wodd Level Classifications, "A Harmonized Commodity 
Description and Coding System for Use in International Trade" (UNSOISOECIlR). 

a1 United Nations Secretariat, "The Harmonization of Statistical Classifications: report of 
an expert group meeting". (STIESAISTATI78). 

121 Customs Co-opt ion Council, "The Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding - 
System", Brussels, 1985. 

131 Oficial Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1981. SUDD - lement No. 2, 
(El1981/12), para. 41. 

141 International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities, Statistical - 
Papers, Series M No.4, Rev.3, (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.90.XVII. 11). 

Provisional Central Product Classification, Statistical Papers, Series M No.77, (United 
Nations publication, Sales No.E.91 .XVII.7). 

161 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1985. Su~olement No. 6, - 
(E/1985/26), para. 57 (d). 

17/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1993. Su~olement No. 6, 
(E/1993/26), para. 162 (d). 

181 1. 
(E/1993/26), para. 162 (e). 

191 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1995. Su~plement No. 8, - 
(E/CN.3/1995/28), para. 19 (e). - 



INTRODUCTION 

1. La quarante siieme dition de I' snnuaire statistiaue du commerce international 
presente les informations necessaires a I'etude des echanges de chaque pays, en termes de 
v a l w  amante, de volume et de prix ainsi que l'importance des diffkrents pays partenaires 
et des principaux produits importes et export&. Cette Mition presente des donnhs 
annuelles pour 168 pays ou zones douanihes declarants. L'annuaire est publie en deux 
volumes. 

VOLUME I 

2. Le Volume I fournit des renseignements detailles sur chaque pays au sujet duquel 
on trouvera gbneralement les tableaux suivants: 

a) Tableau 1, donnant 10 &es, 5 a I'importation, 5 a Itexportation. Ces 
cinq .wines sont: Qhanges de marchandises et khanges portant sur I'or bkneralement en 
monnaie nationale mais pour quelques pays, en dollars des Etafs-Unis), facteurs pour 
convertir les monnaies nationales en dollars des Etats-Unis, indices du quantum et de la 
valeur unitaire pour les importations et exportations totales. 

b) Tableau 2, presentant jusqu'aux sept annees les plus rQentes 
disponible, les pourcentages par rapport au commerce total des importations par grandes 
cat6gories hnomiques et les exportations par branches d'origine. Les pourcentages pour 
des annees moins rkentes ont Qe publitis dans les editions precedentes de cet Annuaire. 
L'analyse pour les importations est bash sur la Classification oar ~randes cateeories 
&momiaueS;" pour les exportations sur la Classification des marchandises oar origine 
hdwtrieW. Toute reclassification du commerce exterieur par grandes catkories 
6conomiques ou par origine industrielle nkessite le dktail au niveau des 5 chiffres de la 
CTCI, revis&. (Se refker aux pages xxxv a xxxvii pour I'histoire et le fond de la CTCI). 
Lorsque les statistiques n'etaient pas disponibles a ce niveau on a utilise les donntes au 
niveau des trois chiffres de la CTCI, revisde. En comparant des statistiques du commerce 
exterieur avec des statistiques de production on se heurte a certaines incoherences qui 
s'ajoutent aux problhes de classification. Les exportations de marchandises qui de toute 
evidence n'ont pas 6te produites dans les pays exportateurs (exportation de the et de cacao 
des Pays-Bas ou du Royaume-Uni) ont ete classCes dans la branche ou elles auraient kte 
classbs dans le pays d'origine; dans le cas du the et du cacao: l'agriculture. La branche 
dans le pays dkclarant est en fait dans ce cas le commerce de gros. Pour obtenir la 
Classiliation des marchandises par origine industrielle, les postes de la CTCL &isbe sont 
regroup& afin de correspondre approximativement aux groupes de la Classification 
international m e .  oar industrie. de toutes les branches d'activite Qonomiaue (revisee) 
(CITI, R6vision 1)'. Dans toute la mesure du possible les exportations nationales ou 
sp&~ales ont 6th utilides. 

c) Tableau 3, presentant jusqu'aux cinq a n n h  les plus &tes la valeur 
en dollars des Etats-Unis des importations et des exportations selon les principaux pays ou 
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cb la conversion en CTCI, Rhision 2, est inexacte et certains codes de la CTCI ne 
couvrent pas exactement les ffihanges qui devraient leur &re imputables. (Les Bahamas 
1988 et 1991; Bahrei'n 1989 jusqu'a 1993; Belie 1988 jusqu'a 1990; les Bermudes 1988 

I jusqu'h 1993; Malte 1988 et 1989; Myanmar 1991; les Antilles nkrlandaises de 1988 a 
1992 et 1995; Soudan 1992 jusqu'a 1994; Republique-Unie de Tanzanie 1987; et Tonga 
1987 jusqu'a 1995). 

I 5. Lorsqu'elles sont disponibles, des d o n n b  plus detaillk par produit et pays 
partenaire du commerce extdrieur, en SH96, en SH88, en CTCI, Rhision 3, en CTCI, 
RMsion 2, ou en CTCI, Reviske sont publikes dans Commodity lh&&&ks6' sous 
forme de microfiches. 

6. Des descriptions d6taUes des concepts et definitions actuels appliques par les pays 
sont disponibles dans le document mimeograph6 des Nations Unies "Pratiques nationales 
en matibe de statistiques du commerce international des marchandises 
(ST/ESA/STAT/112), publie en fevrier 1996 et disponible aupres de la Division de 
statistique des Nations Unies. - 

D 

VOLUME II 

7. Le volume 11 contient des tableaux presentant le commerce total de certains 
produits debase, anal* par rkgions et pays. Les regions aux noms identiques ont la m6me 
composition que celles du Volume I. 

8. Tableaux oar orodultg. Ces tableaux comprennent les importations et les 
exportations au niveau du groupe 3 chifies de la CTCI, Revision 2 Tous les groupes 
sont y compris a I'exception de 286, Minerais et concentres d'uranium et de thorium; les 
exportations de 333, Huiles brutes de petrole ou de min6raux bitumineux; 351, Energie 
&ectrique; 675, FeuiUards en fer ou en acier; 688, Uranium et thorium et leurs alliages; 91 1, 
Colis postaux, non classes par catbone; 961, Monnaies (autres que les pieces d'or) n'ayant 
pas cours lkgal et 971, Or, non monetaire (a I'exclusion des minerais et concentres d'or). 
Les an&s couvertes sont les cinq annees de 1993 a 1997. Les valeurs sont exprimees en 
dollars des Etats-Unis et les khanges sont analyses par pays et kgions. Dans ces tableaux 
figurent les 40 pays les plus importants class& selon la somme des valeurs sur les annees 
1994,1995 et 1996 inclus dans le tableau Les quantites ne figurent pas dans ces tableaux. 

I 9. Lors de la preparation de ces tableaux, on a eu recours a des estimations pour les 
pays dont les donnks n'aaient pas encore disponibles et ces estimations sont signalees par 
la lettre 'x'. Dans quelques cas, des estimations ont ete faites pour certains pays qui ont ete 
jugees adhuates pour 6tre incluses dans les totaux regionaux et du monde mais non 
suffisamment eIabor&s pour 6tre publiees separement pour ces pays. Elles ont de ce fait 
etd Bliminkes et rempla&s par un 'x' dans les tab!eaux. Les groupes des produits 
d o n n b  dans paragraphe 8 audessus, (286, les exportations de 333,351, 675,688,911, 
%1 et 971) sont supprim% de la publication parce que ils &aient rapportes insuffisamment 
et portaient beaucoup &estimations qui n'6taient pas assez expliquees. A vrai dire, un 'x' 
devrait signaler que les totaux regionaux et du monde comprennent des estimations. 
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Cependant, et en genw,  pratiquement tousles totaux regionaux et du monde comprennent 
des estimations. La lettre 'x' a Be omise pour des raisons d'esthetique. 

10. La procedure pour estimer les d o n n h  du commerce extkrieur pour une certaine 
annC et un certain pays attend au depart quelques donnkes declarees ('vraies'). Au moins 
il faut les totaux pour les importations et les exportations. Parfois des autres informations 
sur laventilation des produits sont disponibles et sont utilisks; Ca pourrait hre  des valeurs 
au niveau de I-, 2- ou 3- chiffre de la classification des produits, qui sont declares par le 
pays. Ensuite la pro&ure d'estimation prend les donnees dklarCs disponibles et les 
estimations initiales, qui comprennent soit (1) les valeurs des produits au niveau 3-chifie 
qui &ent declarks par le pays pour une annb adjointe, soit (2) les totaux des valeurs au 
niveau 3- chifie sur la base des donnees declarees par les partenaires du pays concerne. 
Ensuite ces estimations initiales sont rblcul&s dans la fawn que sur tous les niveaux de 
la classification des produits le total des valeurs estimes plus les valeurs dklares est &ale 
au valeur declare au niveau au-dessus et finalement est &gale au valeur total pour les 
importations et les exportations. 

11. Le Volume 11 aussi foumit des tableaux speciaux ou sont indiques, entre autres, (a) 
la contribution des echanges de chaque pays par rapport sa region et par rapport au 
monde; (b) le flux du commerce entre pays et regions et (c) les fluctuations des prix sur la 
base desquels les produits bouchaient au niveau international. Les titres des tableaux 
spkiaux sont: 

A. Importations et exportations totales par regions et pays ou zones; 
B. Exportations mondiales p ar classes de marchandises et par regions; 
C. ~rhissance des exportations rnondiales par categories de rnarchandises 

et par regions; 
D. Structure des exportations mondiales par categories de marchandises 

et par regions; 
E. Importations et exportations totales: indices par pays ou zones; 
F. Exportatiws et importations totales: indices du quantum, de la valeur 

unitsre et des termes de IUchange par regions; 
G. Exportations des produits manufactures; 
H. Importations des produits energetiques: pays a hnomies  dCeloppees; 
I. Quelques indicateurs sur les importations des produits energktiques: 

pays a economies developpkes; 
J. Indices des prix des exportations des matihes premikes et des m6taux 

non-ferreux. 

Tableaux soeciaux. 

12. Les groupes Conomiques et gwgraphiques dans tous les tableaux speciaux sont 
conformes aux groupes de pays ou zones sont presentes dans le Tableau Special A de ce 
numkro, bien que le Tableau Special A comprend quelquefois plus de details en ce qui 
concerne les sous-groupes gbgraphiques. (Voir le Tableau SpCial A pour les details). 



(A) Importations et exportations totales oar regions et oavs ou zones. Les totaux 
rkgionaux, hnomiques et mondiaux, ont &e ajustts: a) pour y inclure des estimations 
pour les d o h  non dispomiles; b) pour transformer le cas k h h t  les importations E0.b. 
en importations c.a.f.; c) pour y inclure les pays ou zones pour lesquels il n'existe pas de 
liste separk, d) pour ramener les domees au commerce spkial; e) pour ramener les 
donnks B I1ann& civile; et f )  autant que possible, eliminer les incompatibiiites dues B des 
modiications gbgraphiques pour obtenir des series comparables par exemple, la union 
europeenne et I'Association europknne de libre-khange. Les donnks pour chaque pays 
correspondent aux d o m k s  en momaie nationale sont presentes dans le tableau 1 des 
tableaux par pays. Voir la fin du tableau pour les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique p&ente des donnks mensuelles et trimestrielles. 

(B) EvDortations mondiales par classes de marchandises et oar regions. Voir 
la fin du tableau pour la remarque gentrale et les notes. 

(C) Croissance des exoortations mondiales oar categories de marchandises 
@ ~ a r  rkmong. Les taux annuels de croissance ont tous ete calcwlC alaide de la formule 
des intkr€ts composes: 

r = Le taux annuel de croissance en pourcentage. 
Vn = La valeur des exportations durant la derniere annee de la periode. 
Vo = La valeur des exportations durant la premiere annee de la periode. 
t = Le nombre d'annkes. 

Voir la fin du Tableau Sp&~al D pour la remarque generale et les notes. 

@) S t ~ c t u r e  des exoortations mondiales oar catepories de marchandises 
@ par regions. Les chiffres publiks sous le titre 'Origine des exportations' se r6f"erent aux 
exportations de la *on ou du pays indiqub dans la colonne zone. I1 en est de m&me pour 
les 'Destinations des exportations'. Voir la fin du tableau pour la remarque generale et les 
notes. 

Q Importations et ex~ortations totales: indices oar oavs ou zones. Sauf 
indication contraire, les indices de la valeur unitaire sont exprimesp monnaie nationale. 
Voir la fin du tableau pour la remarque generale et les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistiau~ pkente des donnies mensuelles et trimestrielles. 
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(F) Exwrtaiions et imvortations totales: indices du quantum. de la valeur 
unitaire et des termes de I'bhanee oar re~ions. Voir la fin du tableau pour les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique presente des donnees trimestrielles. 

(G) Exvortations des produits manufactures. Voir la fin du tableau pour la 
remarque generale et les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistiaup presente des donnees trimestrielles 

(H) Importations des vroduits ener~ktiaues: vavs a bnomies  d&elovve~. 
Voir la fin du tableau pow la remarque generale et les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique presente des donnies trimestrielles, 

(I) Ouelaues indicateurs sur les importations des produits knereetiaues; 
pavs a economies d6velo~pees. Ce tableau indique la part des importations de combustibles 
dans la valeur totale des importations et des exportations ainsi que le rapport de I'indice de 
la valeur unitaire des produits manufactures qu'ils exportent et de I'indice de la valeur 
unitaire des combustibles qu'ils importent. Voir la fin du tableau pour la remarque g h h a l e  
et les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique presente des donnees trimestrielles 

(J) Indices des vrix des emrtations des matikres et des metaux non-ferreux: 
bonomies de marche, Voir la fin du tableau pour la rernarque generale et les notes. 

Le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistiaue pdsente des donnbs mensuelles et trimestrielles. 

SOURCE ET PRESENTATION 
'I 

13. Les donnees pour les Volumes I et II sont obtenues a partir de publications 
nationaleq d'ktats sournis par les gouvernements pour cet ouvrage, ei d'autres publications 
des Nations Unies telles que: Bulletin Mensuel de Statistiaue, et Annuaire Statistiaue. Des 
estimations pour quelques donnbs faisant defaut sod prkparees par la Division de 
Statistique des Nations Unies. 

14. Les noms de pays et regions utilises par divers pays pour leurs statistiques du 
commerce exterieur ne sont pas uniformes. Aussi, lorsoue d'anciennes entites 
gbgraphiques ghkdement indiqubs dans les statistiques nationales ont change, les pays 
peuvent avoir introduit les changements correspondants dans leurs statistiques a differentes 
epoques. Dans la mesure du toutefoii les pays ou zones ont 86 designes par leur 
nom actuel. Pour satisfaire les demandes des certains utilisateurs d'avoir des donnees d'un 
serie des annees condcutives la possibilite de reconstmire des anciennes entites 
gkographiques ou politiques Qait gardee pour, par exemple, les donnees relatives a 
l'ancienne URSS. 



15. Sauf indication contraire, les groupements de pays sont conformes a ceux du 
n wu des Nations Unies. 

16. En g h M ,  les donnks se refkent aux annees selon le calendrier; cependant, pour 
les pays, qui declarent leurs domees selon I'annee fiscale, les donnees sont presentees dans 
I'annk qui couvre la plupart de I'annb en reference. 

INDICES NATIONAUX 

17. Les indices nationaux, exprim& en monnaies nationales ou en dollars des Etat Unis 
sont pn%ent& dans le tableau 1. Ils indiquent les modifications dans le quantum et dans les 
prix (valeur unitaire) des agregats des importations et des exportations. Chaque indice 
repr-e une modification entre la phiode a laqueue l'indice se reere, la pMode courante, 
et une pkiode fke, la base de publication pour laquelle l'indice est represente par 100. Pour 
faciliter les comparaisons, chaque fois qu'il Qait possible de le faire, les indices ont 4 6  
ramenes a la base de publication 1990. Lorsque des modifications sont faites dans la 
wuverture, la formule ou la periode de base d'un indice, si cela est techniquement possible 
les deux dries s'enchainent. 

'z 

18. Les indices mensuels et trimestriels sont publies dans le Bulletin Mensuel de 
Statistiaue des Nations Unies. On trouvera egalement dans le Suoolement de 1977 & 
h u a i r e  SWstque 

. . 
et au Bulletin Mensuel de Statistiaue7' des notes plus dktaillks sur les 

mt%odes de calcul des indices nationaux. 

PAYS EN TRANSITION 

, 19. Pour la pkode  couverte par l'hnuaire les pays classifiCs anterieurement pour des 
raisons statistiques a bonomies planifiees centralement avaient un systeme de taux de 
change officiel entre leurs monnaies et celles des pays exterieurs consistant avec le taux de 
0,90 nouveau roubles pour 1 dollar des Etats-Unis avant le 24 decembre 1971 et 0,829 
jusqu'i fkde r  1973; depuis cette date le taux a fluctue. Les pays d'Europe orientale 
utilisaient gbneralement ces taux lorsqu'il etait ntcessaire de convertir des devises en 
monnaie nationale pour preparer les statistiques du commerce exterieur. Les dom&s qui 
en resultent permettent davantage une comparaison avec les transactions des autres pays 
qu'une comparaison avec les transactions monetaires interieures. 

20. Les statistioues du commerce exterieur de ces Davs ont des definitions differentes . - 
de celles qui peuvent exister dans les autres pays. Les differentes definitions peuvent &re 
la source des divergences observees pour le meme flux de marchandise enregistre par deux - 
pays partenaires ayant un syst~me~6conomique different. Les echanges &re ces pays 
peuvent &re conduits sur une base differente de celle qui regit les khanges entre autres 
pays. Le concept de la valeur de transaction, par exemple, est bad  sur I'existence d'un prix 
de march6 entre I'importateur et I'exportateur sur lequcl les variations de I'ofie et de la 
demande ont plus d'influence qu'ils ne peuvent en avoir dans les khanges de ces pays. Faute 
de do& precises sur les valeurs unitaires des produits de base echanges entre ces pays, 



il est difficile de co-&e les effets possibles de ces diffkences sur les statistiques du 
commerce exterieur. De plus en plus, depuis 1992, les pays en transition ont adopt6 les 
concepts et dbfinitions pour la statistique du commerce international comparables a celles 
qui sont en vigueur dans les autres pays. 

NOTE GENERALEU 

21. Les statistiques dans cet Annuaire ont QB compilees par les autorites nationales des 
statistiques principalement codorme am recommandations des Nations Unies publiks dans 
les Statistiaues du Commerce international concepts et definitions. revision 1.'En 1998 les 
Nations Unies ont fait paraitre une revision de suite de cette publication; les pays Qaient 
demandees d'introduire ces nouveaux concepts et definitions a partir des donnkes pour 
I'm& 1999. Les elhents principaux de ces concepts et definitions (Revision 1) sont: 

1. Territoire. Les statistiques rapportks par un pays s'appliquent en general 
au temtoire douanier de cet &at. Genkralement temtoire douanier et temtoire 
geographique coincident, le cas contraire &ant indique dans les notes par pays. Les 
modifications dans le temtoire douanier sont egalement indiquees dans les notes par pays. 
Sauf information contraire, I'unification de deux territoires s6pares auparavant donne lieu 
ti It6hination des 6changes entre ces deux tenitoires. Dans le cas d'une separation d'un 
territoire en deux, les khanges entre ces deux temtoires viennent a appardtre. 

2. Svsteme du commerce. Deux systemes sont generalement utilids ne 
d i f f h t  que par la f w n  dont le commerce d'entrep6t et les reexportations sont enregistres. 

a) Commerce s~ecial. Les importations speciales comprennent les 
marchandises entrees directement pour la consommation (y compris les transformations et 
rhparations) et les marchandises sakes des entrep6ts dou&iers o; des zones franches pour 
6tre mises a la consommation. Les exportations speciales comprennent les exportations de 
produits nationaux, c'est-a-dire les marchandises entitement ou partiellement produites ou 
fabriquk dans le pays, ainsi que les exportations nationaliks (ces dernieres sont des biens 
qui ayant Qe inclus dans les importations sp6ciales sont reexportes en I'etat.) 

b) Commerce dneral. Les importations generales comprennent les 
importations pour la consommation et les importations en entrepdt douanier ou en zone 
franche. Les &ortations gentrales comprenn&t les exportationshe produits nationaux et 
les rkqortations. Ces dernieres, dans le systeme du commerce general, comprennent les 
exportations nationalisees et les marchandises exportks des entrep6ts douaniers et des 
zones franches sans avoir Qe transformbs depuis leur importation. 

Le transit direct, c'est-a-dire les marchandises uniquement transbordees ou traversant 
le pays pour des raisons de transport, est exclu du commerce gheral aussi bien que du 
commerce spkial. 

Les titres de chaque tableau indiquent le systbme du commerce auquel se referent 
les donnkes. 



3. Evaluation. Lors de sa quinzieme session en 1953, le Conseil Economique 
et Social, tenant compte du fait que les statistiques du commerce exterieur doivent reflQer 
la rMte  hnomique, a recommande que les gouvemements des pays membres des Nations 
Unies utilisent, dans la meswe du possible, les valeun de transaction en prkparant leurs 
statistiaues du commerce international ou au'ils foumissent des informations 
supp16kentaires b a k s  sur les valeurs de transaction quand les politiques nationales font 
&at d'autres valeurs (R6solution 469 B (XV) du Conseil Economique et Social). La valeur 
de transaction L l'imiortation est la valiur ti laquelle les marchandises ont etk achetees par 
I'importatew plus le &it de I'assurance et du fret jusqu'a la frontiere des pays importateurs 
(valeur c.a.E). A l'exportation, la valeur de transaction reprbsente la valeur a laquelle les 
marchandises ont et6 vendues par I'exportateur y compris le wiit de I'assurance du transport 
pour amener les marchandises a la ikontiere des pays exportateurs (valeur f.0.b.). 

4. Conversion des monnaies. Pour les d o n n h  dans cet Annuaire la conversion 
des valeurs nationales en dollars des Etats-Unis est effectuee au moyen de taux de 
conversion bases sur les taux de change officiels. Pour les monnaies sujettes a de larges 
marges de fluctuations par rapport au dollar, dont le nombre sles&accru considerablement 
depuis 1971, on utitise des moyennes pondeks des taux de change calcul&s specialement 
dans ce but. La moyenne ponder& est le resultat des taux de change mensuels, 
generalement fournis par le Fonds Monktake International, ponderes par les valeurs des 
importations et des exportations correspondantes. Les facteurs de conversion s'appliquent 
aux totaux des ffihanges mais pas necessairement aux importations ou I'exportation d'une 
marchandise donntie. 

5. Marchandise~. Dans la definition du commerce extkrieur on entend par 
marchandises tous les biens dont l'importation ou I'exportation contribue a I'accroissement 
ou a la diminution du stock des ressources materielles dans un pays. Sauf information 
contraire dans les notes par pays, le traitement des categories de marchandises suit les regles 
Bnonks ci-dessous: 

a) a. L'or dans le commerce international se presente sous trois formes: 

i) Pieces d'or et lingots y compris I'or monetaire; 
ii) Or non raffine y compris les minerais et les concentrks; 

iii) Or semi-ouvre dont la valeur de I'or represente au moins 80% 
de la valeur totale, y compris la limaille et les poussieres et les 
formes primaires telles que feuilles et barres et les alliages &or. 

De ces diikents types d'or, I'or mon6taire est exclu du commerce des marchandises 
tandis que les autres types sont incluq a I'exception de ceux indiques ci-dessous. Tout 
transfert d'or entre les autorites monetaires doit &re traite comme khange d'or monetaire, 
les autres ffihanges portant sur I'or sont classCs comme or non-monetaire. 

b) Minerai d'argent. Concentrts, lingotq pieces non emises, limailles et 
argent ouvre ou semi-ouvre sont tous inclus dans les echanges de marchandises. 


