


































































49. As the footnotes to annex tables @a) and 6(b) indicate, there was =me variation among 
questions asked ta obtain data on birth of last or first child, Some countries or areas 
ques ted  date d birth d every child; 1 requested the date d birth of the first 3 children; 1, 
that of the fmst 4; others, that bf the Tust 6; and still another requested date a€ birth for each 
a d  in the currant marriage. In 1 instance, the ikm pertaining to the last child requested 
insomation on the number of years .that had d a p d  sin= its birth. 

(iii) Population from w-y were collected . . 

60. As with data on married life, the population from which data on fmtdit-y were d d  
difFered fiotably .from oae oountry tu another. 

51. During the 1970 msus  decadel 72 countria or areaa obtained Wormation on fwtility 
from all women, regardless of marital status, in specifid age groups [annex table Bla)]; in the 
mqjmity, all those women aged 14 or 15 yeam and wer, regardless of marital status, were 
mked fertility-related questions. Data an fertility were obtained from am-married women 
mly in 33 mntriea or areas and in most cases no age restrictions were ~ c i 1 7 e d ;  in 
9 mtr iea  ar arms, however, a lower agelimit, upper age-limit w age range wae set for the 
population from which those data were collected. In 9 muntries or areae, the data were 
msctad from married women only, with and without age restrictions: in 2 of those 9, hm 
marrid women and widows only; and in 7 wuntries or areas, From aU women, regardlixa d 
their marital ~ta tua  and age. 

52. h 3 Instances, the segment af the papda6ion from which data on births in the 
12 months before the census were rnlhcted was Werent from that segment questioned about 
&er fefity-related items. h t h o ~ . 3  i n s t a m  only women in the child-bearing ages 
(16-49 yeara) -m. a h d  ehut  b i r h  in the past l2 months. 

53, During the 1980 census decadel 85 countries or areas asked questions an fertility of all 
women, regardha of marital atatus, m categories with specified IOWW age-limits ranging 
h m  10 tu 16 years and, in 1 case, an upper age-limit of 64 years [annex table 6h)]. In 14 of 
t h e  W countries or areas, however, only women aged 14 years and over and nut attending 
school full time were included. In 27 countria or areas, questions on fertility were put ta 
wer-married women only, b o n g  the 27, 1 country or area restricted itself to questioning 
ever-married women aged 10 and wer; 1, ever-married women aged 12 and wer; 1, 
wer-married women under age 55; 1, ever-married women aged 15-54; and 1, ever-marrid 
women aged 18-64. Six oountriea or areas practiced obtaining data by investigathg married 
women only. In 1 of the 6, the married women were limited to those aged 10 and over; in 
mther,  married women were h i t e d  to t h m  aged 15 and wer; and in 2 of the 6,  cmly thaw 
born in 1816 or later were questioned on fertility. In another 6 cuuntries or arms, all women 
regardless of their marital stabs and age w e  asked questions on fertility. 

64. h in the previous census decadti, there were instances where the referenoe population 
fm the question an births durlng.tha 12 months bfom. the census differed from that for the 
&er f t i f i t y  questions. In 2 wuntries or arms, information on fbrtfity in the. 12 manthzi 
m h g  the cenau~ waa dlected From women aged 15-49; in 1 country from married 
women only and in another from ever-married women aged blow 6Q. 
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1, Tabulations b a d  on household c o q p a h m  
. . 

61. In preparing tabulations b a d  on houmhdd camposition, it is necessary ta decide 
whether the effort will be made to tabulate all children, regardless of the marital status of 
the adulta with whom they are foand, or only those children enumerated toether with adults 
in &ain marihl atatus categories, In mme countries or areas, it may be a waste of both 
time end money to tabulate children enumerated with single women or with single, widowed 
or d i v d  men because so fm children are connected with adults Monghg to those 
categoriw. 

62. There may 'h countrim or areas, however, in which the. omission frm the tabulation d 
children linked with persona in the &we-mentioned marital &atus categories, particularly 
hart of Angle women, w o d  result in important Ioseea, For a given country or area, the 
number of children likely tu be enmeratad with persons in a given marital s t a b  categay 
dqenda on not ody the fartility of such persons but also the extent to which they may be 
eaid to live in the same howhokl with their children. 

63. Children enumerated with pemona so old that they are unlikely ta be parents h v e  
eometimes Iseen d u d m i  from fertility tabulations. For example, children under 5 years of 
age enmerated w i t h  m e n  aged rn 45 m aver 49 might b excluded an the assumption 
that thwe women were unlikely ta be mothers of such ywng childten. 

64, International comparisons of fertility levels b a d  on household composition may be 
hampered by differential omission of ywng children From census counts. 

65. There are a number d psaible response errors likely to occur in connection with 
queetiona rm number Pf children born alive. For older persons, such questions may relate to 
evente long past. Anewers may therefore be in error either b e c a w  the respondent has a 
faulty memory or becauae some other permn prwiding those answers is not well-informed. 
The latter smrw of m r  i s  especially important in censuses where information for each 
houmhld is taken from any p e m  who is preeent when the canvasser calls, Children who 
died in infancy and those living irr ather hctddde are particularly likely ta be omitted. 
Fertility data relating to older pmmns, particularly if they have borne many children, are 
thus ~pecially ~ubject to error. 

66, Some wnsuMa obtain no respnm from a subetantial proportion of idormanta to h a  
qwstion on nlrmhr of children born alive &en partly beau= persons who have not had 
children, or those who fill out the que&onnaire for them, suppose that no entry need be 
made. In such cases, number of children born alive, to childless women is wrongly recorded 
as not stated instead of 0, 

67. Questions wx number of children born alive may be misunderstood in other ways. For 
example, it may not be evident that children who died beforw the census must be included 
and atill births and foetal deaths d u d e d .  . 
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The form of the questha may a h  affect the m a c y  of answers. Sub&ituting a 
question i s  analogow to eubetttuting a que~tion on date of birth for one on age. The question 

1 on date of marriage is &en held to produce more amrate results, 

74. In the wum of andyaing fertility data by age at, or duration, marriage, a question 
iaevitably arises abut how perm18 whse  marriages have ended are ta be treated, For the 
purpase of many analy~aa, there is a great advantage in isalating person8 whom marital 
history has remained uninterrupted, that is, those who have been married once on& and m 
&ill married at the census date. To iden* BUCh perms,  who will normally constitute the 
large& component in any child-baring age p u p ,  requka a question dmut whether they 
have been married on- only. Somet;irnea pemons married more than once are required to 
state the date of each marriage. If the information gathering is satisfactorily carried a t ,  
wparate tabulation of the fertility d those married once only bewmes pskble. 

75, A woman's fertility is nut affected if her marriage is dissolved after h e  has paad 
beyund ddd-bearing age. Therefore, women married unm only and whose marriage ended 
though their huabandra death or in divorce after they had reached, say, age 45, may be 
hcluded h f d i t y  studiea w-hh women married once ody and m m + d  Since Widows 
m~titute rs large proportion of the population d older women and, a- t'qeir forty-f&h 
birthday, rnany of them lms their husband, the inclusion oE widows aged 45 and Dyer, with 
m e n  still marrid at the census date affers a valuable addition to the number of c a m  
available for studying the Fertility of dder wmen. Mom=, w m n  whose huabanda are 
atill alive represent a biased m p b  of all women in their partidar age group. 

Identification of w m e n  whae marriag~ ma unint.errupt.ed u.ntil the end of their 
-child-bearing period requires; a que~tion h- wicbws and divorced women ~a the d a t ~  or age 
~t w B - - t h e  marriage was d i s d ,  





Table 6. Typ~ d data mU& on married lifs by mar gewmphical 
mgiw 1866-1974 and 1Q78-I954 

Woure% A a w  tables 6 Id  and 56). 
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Table 8. T q h  rm fertility and married life investigated by mrithent 
m mqjm area, 1970 and 1980 oensus decade 

X Y - Y - Y -  - 

X Y X Y -  - - - 

X. Y - - - - - - 

Anna tables WaI, 5&1, 6l[d and 8fil). 

x repmnta  the 1970 -me decades; Y, the 1980 census decade. 

Topic 

Children born 
alive in past 
12 rncmtha 

Date d birth of 
l ~ t  child 

Date of birth of 
first child 

I 

Duration of 
presentna3t 
marriage 

Year of 
premnthst 
marriage 

Age at h t  
marriage 

hdarriage d m  

Yearfmt married , 

Africa 

X Y - 

X Y - Y 

- - X Y 

- - - - 

- - - - - - - X Y -  - 

- - - - X Y -  - - - 
- - - - - - Y X Y -  - 
- - - - - - - X -  - - 

Same mmbimations of hpiea investigated during 1970 
and 1980 censue decades 

(Number of countries or areael 

7 19 3 13 10 5 

North 
America 

south 
America Asia Europe Oceania 





Notes 

Tkorsomic and Wal Cornmiasion for Asia and the Pdc CESCAP), &hudh&h 
OD (United Nathna 

publication, ST/ESCAP/SZ, 1978). 
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