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Preface

The World Plan of Action for the Imple-
mentation of the Objectives of the Interna-
tional Women’s Year, adopted by the
World Conference of the International
Women’s Year in 1975, recommended the
development of statistics and indicators
specifically concerned with the situation
of women." This recommendation was fol-
lowed by recommendations of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council (resolutions 2061
(LXII) of 12 May 1977 and 1981/11 of 6
May 1981) and reaffirmed and elaborated
inthe Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women, adopted by the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Developmentand Peace,in 1980.
The first effort on the international level to
meet this expressed demand for statistics
on women was “Selected statistics and
indicators on the status of women”, com-
piled for the 1985 World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women,
held in Nairobi, and the statistical poster
Selected Indicators on the Situation of Women
19852

The demand for timely, comprehensive
information about women has continued
to grow. Wistat responds to this demand.
Wistat brings together a wide cross-sec-
tion of data prepared by agencies of the
United Nations, based oninformationsup-
plied by countries and areas. It providesin
one system a comprehensive set of dataon
the situation of women—data on popula-
tion composition, characteristics and dis-
tribution; education and training levels;
family relationships; health; and economic,
sacial, cultural and political activity.

The information is available on a global
or a regional level. Wistat’s handling of
subject fields and topics provides flexi-
bility in coverage and responsiveness to

individual user needs. Having a compre-
hensive database such as Wistat also al-
lowsfor easieridentificationof data gaps—
the subject fields and topics that are not yet
addressed at the international level.

Wistat has been developed by the Statis-
tical Division, Department of Economic
and Social Development of the United
Nations Secretariat, with the generous sup-
port and encouragement of the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Users
interested in consulting statistics and indi-
cators derived from Wistat in hard-copy
form may refer to the Compendium of Statis-
tics and Indicators on the Situation of Women
1986, The World’s Women 1970-1990: Trends
and Statistics and the wall chart The Situa-
tion of Women 1990: Selected Indicators * Us-
ers interested in additional technical guid-
ance for national work should consuit the
Handbook for National Statistical Dafa Bases
on Women and Development® Comments
and suggestions concerning this material
are welcome. They should be addressed to
the Director of the Statistical Division,
United Nations, New York.

Notes

1. See Report of the World Conference of the Inter-
national Women's Year, Mexico City, 19 June-2 July
1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.761V.1), paras. 161-173.

2. See Report of the World Conferenceof the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace, Copenhagen, 14-30 July, 1980 (United
Natiens publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3 and
corrigendumy, chap. I, sect. A, paras. 257-263.

3. Theconference document was issued with
the symbol A/CONFE.116/10 and the statistical
poster as a United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.85XI1.6A.

4, United Naticns publications, Series K, Nos.
5, 8 and 8/Add. 1, Sales Nos. E/F.88. XVIL6,
ES0.XVIL3 and ES0XVIL3A.

5. United Nations publication, Series K, No. 6,
Sales No. E.89.XVIL.9.
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Guide to the guide

Wistat is a global database of statistics
and indicators on women. It contains de-
tailed statistics on a wide range of topics,
disaggregated by gender where possible,
for 178 countries or areas of the world. The
database uses information available at the
international level in offices of the United
Nations Secretariat and the statistical ser-
vices of the United Nations specialized
agencies. Period coverage is roughly from
1970 to 1988, with estimates and projec-
tions for certain series extending back to
1950 and forward to 2025.

All data in Wistat are in tabular form
(spreadsheets), which facilitates manipu-
lation or extraction of data for analysis and
presentation in tables, graphs or other for-
mats. This users guide describes the
contents of Wistat and demonstrates how
to manipulate and extract the data.

This guide consists of four chapters and
comprehensive reference annexes. Chap-
ter 1 presents an overview of Wistat, sum-

marizing its development objectives and
describing itsstructureand contents. Chap-
ter 2 sets out the system requirements for
Wistatand gives instructions foracquiring
and installing it.

Chapter 3 details the data and reference
files in the database. It also gives step-by-
step instructions on using Lotus 1-2-3% to
perform some simple processing steps.
While these instructions are specific to the
Lotus 1-2-3 program, comparable instruc-
tions can easily be prepared by the user of
mostother popularspreadsheet programs.

Chapter 4 describes the subject fields
and series in Wistat, defining each statistic
or indicator and identifying its sources
and limitations.

The reference annexes list all the subject
fields and series in Wistat, all files in the
database and the countries or areas in vari-
ous groupings. The format and content of
each file are also given, together with data
avajlability for each series.



Overview

Wistat is designed to provide compre-
hensive, easily accessible information on
the situation of women. Informationis pre-
sented in a form that facilitates the prepa-
ration of data for publication and speeds
the retrieval of information needed by na-
tional or international organizations.

Wistat is also designed as an example
for the development of national databases
and contains information that may form
the core of such systems.

Why a computerized database?

Wistat was developed as a computer-
ized database system to provide maximum
flexibility in coverage and maintenance.
Wistat’s coverage is global, but not all us-
ers will want global coverage all the time.
A computerized system simplifies disag-
gregation of thedataand extraction of only
the data a user needs. Both maintenance
through regular updates and expansion
according to user needs are also simpli-
fied.

What form does Wistat take?

Wistat data are collected from numer-
ous sources (see the section on statistical
sources at the end of this manual) and
maintained on diskettes for use on per-
sonal computers. Wherever possible, the
base information is obtained on diskettes
and then reformatted according to the
classifications and groupings that make
up the Wistat structure.

The data are maintained in spreadsheet
tables, with appropriate reference materi-
als, that provide for easy extraction for
publication and analysis.

The tables use Lotus 1-2-3 software (ver-
sion2.2). Double-sided,double-density dis-
kettes, each containing files representing

1

one or more topics, are prepared for dis-
semination by the United Nations.

What does Wistat contain?

Wistat contains 84 spreadsheet tables
with data series grouped into subject fields
and topics. The data are disaggregated by
gender wherever possible. The nine sub-
ject fields are as follows:

* Population composition and distri-

bution.

* Learning and educational services.

* Economic activity.

* Households, marital status and fertil-

ity.

* Housing conditions and humansettle-

ments.

* Health and health services; disabled

persons.

* Public affairs and political participa-

tion.

¢ Crime and criminal justice.

* National product and expenditure.

Each subject field is further disaggre-
gated into topics represented in the form
of data sets comprising statistics and indi-
cators. {The fields are described indetail in
chapter 4.)

Thesourcesof dataarepublished reports
and unpublished updates from various
United Nations agencies, supplemented
by official national reports and other sub-
missions {see annex 6 of the reference an-
Nexes).

Can Wistat be expanded?

Wistat was designed to allow forexpan-
sion, both by the Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariatand by national
and other users. The primary sources of
Wistat data, publications of the United
Nations system, have in many cases been
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unable to present data disaggregated by
gender because the national data on which
they are based do not yet do so. Accord-
ingly, some important statistics and indi-
cators needed to fully represent the situa-
tion of women are notnow available. Work
is under way to broaden the scope of such
publications, and the form of the Wistat
database facilitates its expansion as new
data become available.

Some data that are now available have
not yet been included in Wistat. Future
expansions of Wistatare expected to incor-
porate these data.

Wistat’s design is also an appropriate
example for the development of more
comprehensive national databases. Na-
tional concerns do not always coincide
exactly with those at the regional and in-
ternational levels, thelevels atwhich Wistat
data are currently displayed.

Updating Wistat

Some of the data sources for Wistat are
revised and updated regularly;othersonly
on an occasional basis. To ensure that the
informationin the database is as current as
possible, the United Nations Statistical
Divisionkeepsinclose touchwith theagen-
cies thatcollect thedata, obtaining updates
as they become available and incorporat-
ing them into Wistat. Updated versions of
Wistat will be issued every two to three

years. All Wistat owners will be registered,
to help ensure that they will have access to
the updated versions.

What products are available?

Wistat is available on 5%-inch or 3%-
inch diskettes in Lotus 1-2-3 (version 2.2)
spreadsheet format. The user may select
the complete database (178 countries) or
choose from among five regional sets.

Several publications prepared by the
United Nations Statistical Division using
Wistat are also available in printed form:
Compendium of Statistics and Indicators on
the Situation of Women 1986, The World's
Women1970-1990: Trends and Statistics, and
awall chart, The Situation of Women 1990—
Selected Indicators.’

What experience is needed to use Wistat?

Working knowledge of Lotus 1-2-3 or
some other spreadsheet program which
can import Lotus files is necessary for us-
ing Wistat.

Notes

1. United Nations publications, Series K,
No. 5, Sales No. E/F.88.XVIL6, and Series K,
Nos.Band 8/ Add.1,SalesNos. E.90.XVIL3and
E.90.XVIL3A.

Getting started

System requirements

Wistat was designed to operate on com-
mercially available microcomputer
hardware and software in common use.

System requirements are as follows:

Hardware

An IBM personal computer or compat-
ible system with at least 512 kilobytes of
random access memory (RAM) and two
floppy disk drives or one floppy disk drive
and a hard disk.

A printer is optional.

Software
MS-DOSversion 20 or higherand Lotus

1-2-3 version 1 or higher.
Acquiring Wistat

Wistat is available on 360 kilobyte 5%
inch diskettes and 720 kilobyte 3%-inch
diskettes. [tmay be ordered inthe complete
178 country set, or for any of the following
groups of countries:
» Economic Commission for Europe.
* Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean.

* Economic Commission for Africa.

* Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific.

* Economic and Social Commission for
Waestern Asia.

To acquire Wistat, complete the order
form (available in annex 6 of the reference
annexes) and return it to the United Na-
tions Statistical Division. A copy of this
users guide will accompany each set
ordered. Torequest additional order forms
or information, write to:

Statistical Division

United Nations

New York 10017 USA.

Installation

For a system with fwe floppy disk drives:

No installation is required. However,
you should make a working copy of the
Wistat diskettes and store the original dis-
kettes, to protect them against damage. To
make a copy of your diskettes:

Step 1 Put write-protect tabs on each
original Wistat diskette.

Step 2 Insert the first Wistat diskette
indrive A and a blank, formatted diskette
in drive B.

Step 3 Type COPY A:*.* B: and press
Enter.

Step 4 Whencopying iscompleted, re-
move the diskette from drive A and putit
aside. Remove the diskette from drive B,
label it and put on a write-protect tab. This
will be your working copy.

Step 5 Repeat Steps 2 to 4 for the other
21 diskettes.

Step 6 Keep the original Wistat dis-
kettes in a safe place. Work only with your
working copy.

For a system with a hard disk:

Copying the whole database onto the
hard disk requires at least 6.5 megabytes
of disk space. Copying the database plus
the reference files (also called annex files)
requires a total of 7.0 megabytes of disk
space.

If you do not copy Wistat onto the hard
disk, you should make a working copy of
the original diskettes (see above, “For a
system with two floppy disk drives”).

To copy Wistat into a subdirectory of
your Lotus 1-2-3 directory on your hard
disk, follow these steps:

Step 1 Putwrite-protect tabs on all the
original Wistat diskettes.

Step 2 Start your computer from your
hard disk.
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Step3 At the C:> prompt, type
CDALOTUS (or the name of the directory
where your Lotus 1-2-3 program resides).
Press Enter.

Step4 Create a subdirectory called
Wistat by typing MD Wistat. Press Enter.

Step 5 Change to the newly created

subdirectory by typing CD Wistat. Press
Enter.

Step 6 Insert the first Wistat diskette
into drive A, then type COPY A:*.* and
press Enter,

Step 7 Repeat Step 6 for each diskette
that you want to copy to your hard disk.

Step 8 Keep the original Wistat dis-
kettes in a safe place.

Using Wistat

Wistat consists of nine broad subject
fields (see chapter 1), each containing one
to twelve topics or series, for a total of 51
series. Becauselong series (thosewithmany
years of data, numerous age groups,
categories or classifications) are split into
several files, the 51 series reside in 84 data
files. (For details, see annexes 1 to 3.)

Overview of the data files

The formats and sizes of the 84 data files
vary considerably, according to the infor-
mation, categories, or population sub-
groups they contain. Nevertheless, all files
have three main components:

Header block The header block occu-
pies thefirst 28 rows of eachfile. It contains
the United Nations credits, the series num-
ber and file name, a descriptive title of the
file, the sources of data and the descriptive
column headings.

Datablock The datablock, whichstarts
at row 29, is the main body of the file. The
first row in this block contains labels iden-
tifying the contents of their respective
columns. (For example, the label M_1519
identifies the column that contains male
population aged 15-19.) The successive
rows, with few exceptions, consist of the
“data proper”, numericdataor codes. Each
row in the data proper is called a record
and contains data for a particular country.

The first three columns of the datablock
are the same for all files:

* Column A—Geographic region code.

* Column B—Country code.

¢ Column C—Country name.

The fourth column typically contains
the data source for the record and the fifth
column contains the year.

Interspersed throughout the data block
are footnote tags, which can be read in
conjunction with the footnotes listed at the
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end of the file (see “Footnote block” be-
low).

Footnoteblock Footnotes, whichqualify
special cases of data, are found below the
data block. Some files have a long footnote
block, some have noneatall. Each foomote
in the footnote block consists of a footnote
tag and its corresponding text.

Introduction to the reference files

Nine reference files on the Wistat dis-
kettes provide information about the data
files. They contain no statistical data but
they will guide you through thenumerous
data files, serving as indexes to the data-
base.

Thefirst four reference files describe the
series and files inh Wistat:

Annex 1 lists the 51 series in Wistat by
subject field and gives the period of
reference and complete data sources for
each series.

Annex 2 names the files corresponding
to each series.

Annex 3 lists the 84 data files, showing
their sizes, the series they belong to,and a
brief description of their contents.

Annex 4 gives the layout of each file,
providing an overview of the variables in
the file and the periods and population
subgroups covered.

To find out what statistics and indica-
tors are available in Wistat, look at annex
1 for a general picture or at annex 4 for a
more detailed description. You can use
those reference files to pinpoint the series
you are interested in and then use annex 2
to identify the corresponding file.

The next group of four reference files
lists the 178 countries or areas included in
the database and is helpful for selecting
specific groups of countries. The four files
are cross-referenced.
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Annex 5A lists countries or areas in al-
phabetical order.

Annex 5Bsortscountries or areas by con-
tinental regions and subregions.

Annex 5C sorts countries or areas by
membership inthe United Nations regional
commissions.

Annex 5D lists least developed coun-
tries in alphabetical order.

Annex 6 gives a directory showing for
each country or area under each series
whether data are available and for which
years or periods. You can use this directory
to see whether Wistat has data for a par-
ticular country for the series you are inter-
ested in.

All the reference files described above
are intended as references for both current
and potential users of Wistat. For
convenience, these nine files are printed in
full in the reference annexes to this guide.

Data processing

You must be familiar with Lotus 1-2-3 to
use Wistat effectively. Training in Lotus 1-
2-3 is outside the scope of this guide, but
this section provides an introduction to
very basic operations, such as displaying,
editing, saving, printing and sorting data
under Lotus 1-2-3. Step-by-step instruc-
tions and simple examples illustrate how
Wistatcan be used in Lotus 1-2-3 to achieve
the desired results. If you are already fa-
miliar with Lotus 1-2-3, you should skip
this section and go on to “Some applica-
tions of Wistat”.

Locating data

Step1 Use annex 1 to find the series
you want. Then look atits layout in annex
4 to be sure that it is the series you want.

Step2 Write down the name of the
file(s). If there is more than one file for your
series, you may have to refer to annex 3 to
identify the file(s) you need.

You have chosen the file you need and
arenow ready to display thedata on screen,

Displaying data on screen
Step 1 Load Lotus 1-2-3,
Step 2 Let us say that you are inter-

ested in the 11POP80.WK1 file. Insert the
diskette containing file 11POP80.WK1 in
drive A. (If you have loaded Wistat on the
hard disk, skip this step.)

Step 3 Type /FR. Lotus responds with
“Name of file to retrieve:”.

Step 4 If Wistat is on the diskette in
drive A, type A:11POP80 and press Enter.
(If adirectory or filename appears after the
colon inthe Lotus prompt in step 3, be sure
to clear it out using either the ESC or the
BACKSPACE key before you type
A:11POP80.) The spreadsheet will appear
on the screen.

If Wistat is on the hard disk, type
11POP80, then press Enter. (Before typing
11POP80, make sure that the correct drive
letter and pathappear after the colon in the
Lotus response in step 3.)

Step 5 Usethe PAGEDOWN,PAGEUP
and arrow keys to movearound the spread-
sheet. Note the components of the spread-
sheet: the header block, the data block and
the footnote block. Notice that the coun-
tries run down the rows.

Step 6 Tokeep the column headingsin
view (“frozen” on the screen) while you
browse through the rows, fix the headings
in the upper half of the screen. Move the
cursor to the line below the last line you
wish to freeze on the screen. Type /WTH.
Now the column headings will remain
onscreen as you move around the spread-
sheet.

To undo the freeze, type /WTC.,

Step7 Scroll down the rows to the
country you are interested in and across
columns to the categories you want to see.

Step 8 You may make notes of data by
hand or edit and print portions of your
spreadsheet.

Editing a data table

Some of the data files in Wistat are very
big and contain much more information
than you are likely to need. You can edita
Wistatspreadsheetand createa small table
containing only the columns and rows that
you want. For example, from file 11POPS0,
say that you want data on youth (popula-
tion aged 15-24) of each gender for China
and Japan only. To create this small table,

Using Wistat

you will have to delete all the rows and
columns you don’t want from the spread-
sheet. The step-by-step procedure is as
follows:

Step1 Displaythefile11POP80on your
screen (see “Displaying data on screen”).

Step 2 Pressthe PAGEDOWNkeyonce
to see the column headings. Note that you
want to keep only the columns containing
males and females aged 15-19 and 20-24.
So that you can identify the yearand source
of data, you will also need to keep those
columns.

Step 3 Move the cursor to the first
column that you want to delete, which is
column G (population of both sexes, all
ages). To delete all columns from column
G through column U (male population
aged 10-14), type /WDC. Lotus responds
with “Enter range of columns to delete:
G21.G21".

Step 4 Highlightthe columns youwant
to delete by sliding the cursor all theway to
the last column to be deleted, column U,
The Lotus command line now reads “Enter
range of columns to delete:G21..U21". Press
Enter.

Step 5 Now the columns you want to
keep, male population ages 15-19 and 20-
24, become columns G and H. You want
further to delete the successive columns I
to O. Todo this, move the cursor to column
I, type/WDC, highlight columnsIto Oand
press Enter.

Step 6 Columns I and ] now contain
female population ages 15-19 and 20-24.
Delete column K onward, again using the
MWDC command. Now you havenarrowed
the spreadsheet so that it contains only the
columns you want.

Step 7 So that the table contains data
for only China and Japan, delete the rows
for all the other countries. Move the cursor
to cell C30 (Afghanistan). Type /WDR.
Lotus responds with “Enter range of rows to
delete:C30..C30". Slide the cursor down to
Chile. The rows from Afghanistan to Chile
are now highlighted. Press Enter to delete
these rows.

Step 8 Similarly, delete the rows from
Colombia to Jamaica, and from Jordan to
Zimbabwe. Now you have shortened the

spreadsheet so that it contains only the
data for the two countries you want.

Step 9 Check for the presence of foot-
note tags in the columns. (Columns with
labels that start with the letters FN are
reserved for footnote tags and should not
bedeleted unless they are empty.) Sinceno
footnote tags appear for either China or
Japan, delete footnote column FNGEN.
Also delete the entire footnote block.

Step 10 If there are other rows in the
current spreadsheet that you wish to de-
lete to streamline your table, use the
command /WDR to delete them.

Step11 Now make sure that all
columns in your small table are clearly
identified. Move the cursor some rows
abovethemale populationdata, typemale,
then press Enter. Do the same for female
population data.

Step 12 Typeinatitle for your table or
edit it further if desired. To save or print
your table, see the following two sections.

The editing operations demonstrated
above represent only a small sample of
what you can do with the Wistat files.
Lotus 1-2-3 has a wide array of operations
available, suchassorting records, perform-
ing mathematical operations and insert-
ing, moving or copying rowsand columns,
to name some simple ones.

Saving a data table

Afteraltering a Wistat spreadsheet, you
will probably want to save the revised
spreadsheet or the small table you have
created.

To save a table onto a diskette, do the
following:

Step 1 To save the spreadsheet that is
currently on screen onto a diskette, insert
a diskette into drive A and type /FS. Lotus
responds with “Name of file to save:”.

Step 2 Type A:MYFILE (or a name of
your choice) and press Enter. (If a direc-
tory or file name appears after the colon in
the Lotus response in step 1, be sure to
clear it out using either the ESC or the
BACKSPACE key before you type
A:MYFILE.) Your spreadsheet is now
stored on your diskette under the name
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MYFILE (or any other name that you
specified, up to a maximum of eight char-
acters).

To save a file onto your hard disk, do the
following:

Step1 Type /FS. Lotus responds with
“Name of file to saqve:”.

Step2 Type C:\LOTUS\WISTAT\
MYFILE (or a name of your choice, pre-
ceded by the drive and path), and press
Enter. Your spreadsheet is now stored
under the name MYFILE in the
subdirectory C:\LOTUS\WISTATonyour
hard disk.

Here are some tips and precautions for
saving files:

* Before retrieving a file or quitting
Lotus, remember to save the current
spreadsheetif you do not want to lose
it,

* Besureto givethealtered spreadsheet
a new name, unless you want to save
over (thereby destroying) the previ-
ous file.

* To avoid accidentally writing over
your Wistat files, put write-protect
tabs on each 5%-inch Wistat diskette.
Slide the switch on 3%-inch diskettes
up to write-protect them.

* To reduce the risk of losing your
spreadsheet (because of power fail-
ure, accidental deletions and so on),
save frequently while you are work-
ing.

* Organize your hard disk or floppy
diskettes so that working copies of
Wistat are in separate subdirectories
Or on separate diskettes from your
own altered files.

Printing a data table

Toprint part or all of a spreadsheet, you
need to specify the range—the upper left
and lower right corner cells—of the block
you want to print. To print, do the follow-
ing:

Step1 Makeanote of the range of cells
you want to print.

Step 2 Type/PPR.Lotusrespondswith
“Enter print range:”. Specify the range by
typing the designator for the upper left

corner cell, then two dots {.), then the
designator for the lower right corner cell
{e.g., A15.K40). Press Enter.

Step3 Check that the printer is
switched on and that the paper is ready,
then press G.

There are many options you can use to
improve the appearance of a printout, and
some of them are very helpful for printing
large worksheets. You should refer to the
Lotus 1-2-3 manual if you need assistance
with any of them,

Sorting records

Wistat data files can be sorted in various
ways. All data files in Wistat are sorted by
country in alphabetical order. A simple

sorting operation allows you to bring to-
gether all the countries ina particular geo-
graphical region so that they appear to-
gether on one screen.

To sort files, you need to specify the
entire range you want sorted. If you are a
beginner, your applications would usu-
ally cover the entire data block, excluding
the row of labels, as the range. You also
need to specify a primary sort key and, if
you wish, a secondary sort key.

Again, we use file 11POP80 as example:

Step1 Retrievethefile 11POP80. Press
PAGEDOWN once to see the column head-
ings and the data block.

Step2 Type /DSD. Lotus responds
with “Enter data range:A21".

Step 3 Type A30..AI207, then press En-
ter.

Step 4 Type P (for primary sort key).
Lotusresponds with “Primarysortkey:A21”.
Since you want to sort by geographical
region (column A), type Al, then press
Enter. Lotus responds with “Sort order (A
or D):D”. Type A and press Enter to sort in
ascending order of the regional codes.

Step 5 To sort the countries in alpha-
betical order within each region, type S
(for secondary sort key). Lotus responds
with “Secondary sort key:A21". Type C1,
then press Enter. Lotus responds with “Sort
order (A or D):D”. Type A (for ascending),
then press Enter.

Step 6 Press G to initiate the sorting.

Using Wistat

Some applications of Wistat

Wistat was developed to serve a variety
of purposes, some of which are listed here:
* Monitoring and reporting nationally
and internationally on the situation of
women.

* Improving the capability of the United
Nations Statistical Division torespond
to ad hoc requests for data on women.

* Disseminating comprehensive data
sets for easy analysis using simple
computer techniques and standard mi-
crocomputer software packages de-
signed for nonspecialists.

* Disseminating documented and tested
techniques for establishing a micro-
computer-based database from highly
disparate sources.

* Providing a framework for the devel-
opment of national databases.

* Providinga coreof carefully prepared

statistics and indicators on a wide
cross-section of subject fields and top-
ics on the situation of women.

* Training administrators and techni-
cal personnel at the national level in
the meaning and applications of sta-
tistics and indicators on women.

National and international monitoring and
reporting

Wistat is organized to facilitate the pro-
duction of relevant statistics and indica-
tors covering a broad range of economic
and social activity at national and interna-
tional levels. The selected illustrative se-
ries within subject fields identify each of
the original data sources or modifications,
thereby providing for the association of
comparability series and facilitating the
developmentof meaningful indicators. The
Compendium of Statistics and Indicators on
the Situation of Women 1986 provides agood
example of such usage.!

Improving capability within the United
Nations Statistical Division

Wistat has made it possible for the
United Nations Statistical Division to
respond quickly to requests for dataon the

situation of women, requests that have
been growing at an accelerating rate, par-
ticularly over the past 10 years. Wistat
brings together a comprehensive set of
information relating to women produced
by the various United Nations organiza-
tions, including relevant notes on sources
and limitations, in a format that allows for
relatively easy extraction of data.

Dissemination of comprehensive data sets
The need has also been growing foreasy

access to comprehensive data sets, in dif-
fering combinations of subject fields and
selected series, periods of reference, age
and gender coverage, and geographical
spread. Wistat, as a microcomputer-based
database, was designed to meet these needs
for several categories of users:

» The United Nations Statistical Division.

* International and regional administra-
tors of women'’s programmes.

* Academicfacultiesengaged inteaching
and research on women’s concerns.

* Staffinvolved in national policy formu-
lation and implementation relating to
women’s concernsand theadvancement
of women.

* National statistical offices.

* Researchers and students working in
the field.

* Donor agencies providing bilateral or
multilateral aid and technical assistance
with concern for the advancement of
women.

Dissemination of technigues for the
establishment of a computerized database
Meeting the rapid growth in demand
for statistical information on the situation
of women requires participation at both
national and international levels for the
preparation of the statistics from which
relevant indicators can be developed. The
development of Wistat is one step in this
direction, but it is only a start. National
statistical offices must also contribute to
this effort—most effectively by creating
their own national databases on women’s
statistics and indicators. To support such
efforts, Wistat has been designed with clear
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and concise documentation so that it can

serve as a model for such national activi-
ties.

Training

Wistat may be used as a training tool for
the analysis and interpretation of statistics
and indicators on women, for the develop-

ment of indicators, or for the development
of similar databases, whether national or
regional.

Notes

1. United Nations publication, Series K, No.
5, Sales No, E/F.88.XVILs.

Description and
technical notes on series 4

This chapter describes each of the nine
subject fields in Wistat and their specific
topics or series.

Field1 Population composition and
distribution

This subject field has three series:

1.1 Ageandgenderdistribution of the
population, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1975, 1980,
1985, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2025.

1.2 Geographical distribution of the
population, 1970, 1980 and 1990 census
rounds.

1.3 Foreign-born population, 1970and
1980 census rounds and latest available
year.

Age and sex distribution

Theage groups for series 1.1 are years 0-
4,5-9,10-14, 15-19, 20-24, 2544, 45-59 and
60+. Urban and rural breakdowns are also
given for total population.

The main data sources for this series are
the latest population estimates and projec-
tions prepared by the Population Division
of the United Nations Secretariat (sources
21 and 22). In general, these estimates re-
late to persons resident ina country or area
at mid-year. They have been estimated
based on data available to the Population
Division as of 1985, For countries not in-
cluded in the Population Division esti-
mates, data have been extracted from the
Demographic Yearbook (source 13}.

Asindicated in sources (21)and (22), the
Population Division estimates are derived
from available national data—population
censuses, demographic surveys, popula-
tion registers and other national sources—
that have been evaluated and adjusted for
deficiencies and inconsistencies where nec-

essary. For countries for which data are
lacking or insufficient, the estimates are
those that are believed to be reasonable for
the population in question and that are in
agreement with any existing reliable infor-
mation.

For the 1990 revision, the Population
Division prepared four variants of projec-
tions for the period 1985 to 2025: high,
medium, low and constant fertility. As-
sumed fertility rates account for the major
differences among the four variants, but
varying assumptions were also adopted
on future patterns of migration and mor-
tality when such differentiation seemed
appropriate. Wistat uses the medium vari-
ant, which falls halfway between the high
and low variants and is considered the
most plausible projection of population
trends. A description of the methods, data
and assurnptions used in the estimation
and projections is given in chapter I of
source (22).

Data from the Demographic Yearbook (13)
are based on official data submitted to the
United Nations Statistical Division by na-
tional statistical services or other govern-
ment offices. Population data reported by
countries or areas include population cen-
sus figures, estimates based on results of
sample surveys, postcensal or intercensal
estimates and estimates derived from
continuous population registers. The full
description of data sources, content and
methods of estimation are given in the
general and technical notes in source {13).

There are several comparability prob-
lems with the Wistat population data. The
problems relating to individual data
sources aredescribed inthe relevantsource
publication. Other problems arise because
of the adoption of more than one data
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source for the series. Forexample, the Popu-
lation Division modifies the dataitreceives
from national sources to reduce inconsis-
tencies in the global data set, but the data
from the Demographic Yearbook have not
been similarly modified. The use of differ-
ent definitions in the measurement also
reduces comparability: total versus civil-
ian, de jure versus de facto, inclusion or
exclusion of temporary absentees and the
like.

Geographical distribution

Series 1.2 presents data on the geo-
graphical distribution of the population,
showing total, urban, rural and largest city
populations by gender.

Data for this series are obtained from
source {13) and supplemented by sources
(7) and (9). The concepts, definitions, as-
sumptionsand limitations aredescribed in
the sources. The urban-rural classification
is that provided by each country or area.

As the Demographic Yearbook explains,
national differences in the definition of
“urban areas” account for an important
and specific limitation to the compara-
bility of urban-rural data. Because of
thesedifferences, thedefinitions of “urban”
and “rural” have been included in the
sources.

The designation of areas as urban or
rural is closely bound up with historical,
political, cultural and administrative con-
siderations. The criteria, if established on
the basis of administrative subdivisions,
often becomefixed and resistant tochange.
For this reason, comparisons of time-series
data may be severely affected because the
definitions used could become outdated.
Differences in definitions used in censuses
and sample surveys may also reduce
comparability.

Foreign-born population

Series 1.3 gives data on the total and
foreign-born population by gender for the
1970and 1980 census rounds and the latest
available year.

The Population Division of the United
Nations Secretariat compiles these statis-

tics from national population censuses and
from sample surveys for countries or areas
where no census of the total population
was held in the period (source 12). Unless
otherwise indicated, the data refer to the
de facto (present in area) population.

Foreign-born population is defined to
include anyone born outside the coun-
try or area in which they are enumerated
in the de facto population. The definition
of country or area of birth is based on
national boundaries existing at the time
of the census and not at the time of
birth.

Field2 Leaming and educational
services

Five topics are included in this subject
tield:

¢ Illiteracy.

* Educational attainment.

* School enrolment.

* Teaching staff.

* Scientific and technical human re-
sources potential.

Hliteracy

llliteracy is represented by one series:

2.1 lliteracy (number and per cent)by
genderand age group for total, urban, and
rural areas, for the 1970 and 1980 census
rounds.

The age groups presented are 15+, 15-
24, 25+, 2544, 45+, 45-64 and 65+,

UNESCO-compiled illiteracy statistics
(sources 24, 25, 26 and 27) are based on
data from national population censuses
and surveys. Series 2.1 relies heavily on the
UNESCO compilations, supplemented by
data from the Compendium of Human Settle-
ments Statistics 1983 (9), the Demographic
Yearbook (13) and national publications as
indicated in the file,

UNESCOdefinesilliteracy as the inabil-
ity to read and write. People who are
semiliterates—those who can read but not
write—are included in estimates of illiter-
ates. UNESCO data exclude persons un-
specified for literacy.

The Compendium of Human Settlements

13
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Statistics and Demographic Yearbook both
use the UNESCO definition: “Literacy is
defined as the ability to read and to write,
A person is literate who can, with under-
standing, both read and write a short,
simple statement on his everyday life.
Hence a person capable of reading and
writing only figures and his own name
should be considered illiterate, as should a
person who can read butnot write and one
whocanread and writeonlyaritual phrase
which has been memorized”.

Educational attainment

Educational attainment is represented
by one series:

2.2 Educational attainment by age
group and gender for total, urban and
rural areas, for the 1970 and 1980 census
rounds.

The age groups are years 15-19, 20-24,
25-44, 45-64 and 65+.

For each population subgroup, percent-
age distributon by level of educational
attainment is given: no schooling, incom-
pleted firstlevel, completed first level, en-
tered second level and postsecondary level.
UNESCO compiles the statistics for this
series (sources 25 and 26) using data from
national population censusesand surveys.

The following definitions apply:

No schooling includes those who com-
pleted less than one year of schooling.

Incompleted first level includes those who
completed at least one year of primary
education but who did not complete the
final grade at the primary level. The dura-
tion at the first level may vary by country;
therelevantinformationis found in source
(26).

Completed first level includes those who
completed the final level of primary edu-
cation but did not go on to secondary
school.

Entered second level includes those who
moved to the first cycle of second-level
education but did not proceed to post-
secondary studies.

Postsecondary level includes those who
undertook postsecondary studies, whether
or not they completed the full course.

School enrolment

Dataonschoolenrolmentis giveninthe
following five series:

2.3 School enrolment at first level, for
1970, 1980 an«] latest available year.

2.4 School enrolment at second level,
for 1970, 1980 and latest available year.

2.5 School enrolment at third level by
field of study, for 1970, 1980 and latest
available year.

2.6 Combined first- and second-level
gross enrolment ratio, for 1970, 1980 and
latest available year.

2.7 Third-level students per 100,000
population, for 1970, 1980 and latest avail-
able year.

All series present data disaggregated
by gender. All data were obtained from
compilations by UNESCO (sources 25 and
26). UNESCO prepares enroiment statis-
tics from data provided by national Gov-
ernments in response to UNESCO ques-
tionnaires.

The enrolment data in these five series
cover both public and private institutions.
They refer in general to the beginning of
the school or academic year, and so may
differ substantially from a count taken in
the middle or at the end of the school year.
The years given in each series indicate the
calendar year in which the school or aca-
demic year begins. ‘

According to the definitions adopted
by UNESCO, education at thefirst level refers
to education that is intended to provide
the basic elements of education (elemen-
tary or primary school). It usually begins
between the ages of five and seven and
lasts for about five years.

Second-level education refers to educa-
tion provided at middle schools, second-
ary schools, high schools, teacher-training
schools at a secondary level and voca-
tional or technical schools. This level of
education is based on at least four years of
previous first-level instruction and pro-
vides general or specialized instruction, or

both. Thefirst cycle of second-level educa-
tion usually begins at about age 10-12 and
lasts forabout three years; the second cycle,
at about age 13-15, lasts about four years.
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Education at third level refers to educa-
tion provided at a university, teachers
college or higher professional school
requiring as a minimum condition of ad-
mission the successful completion of edu-
cation at the second level. In series 2.5, the
fields of study have been aggregated into
five broad groups, each consisting of one
or more fields of study defined in the Inter-
national Standard Classification of Educa-
tion (ISCED), of UNESCO:

¢ Liberal arts
- Educationscienceand teacher train-

ing.

-~ Humanities, religion and theology.

- Fine and applied arts.

~ Home economics {domestic sci-
ence).

— Service trades.

Law and business

- Law.

- Commercial and business admin-
istration.

- Mass communication and docu-
mentation.

— Transport and communications.

Science and engineering

~ Social and behavioural science.

— Natural science.

— Mathematicsand computer science.

Medical science and health-related.

- Engineering.

Architecture and town planning.

Trade, craft and industrial pro-

grammes.

¢ Agriculture: Agriculture, forestry and

fishery.

* Other: Other and not specified.

For definitions of the fields of study at
the third level, see source (26). As far as
possible, third-level enrolment figures in-
cludeboth full-timeand part-time students.

Combined first- and second-level gross en-
rolment ratio is defined as total first- and
second-level enrolment divided by the
population of the corresponding age
groups for primary and secondary school-
ing. The ratios are expressed as percent-
ages. Note that the gross enrolment ratio
includesall pupils—whatever their ages—
in the numerator, whereas the denomina-

tor is limited to the population falling
within the range of official school ages
defined by the country. Therefore, for
countries with almost universal education
among theschool-age population, the gross
enrolment ratio will exceed 100 if the ac-
tual age distribution of pupils spreads be-
yond the official school ages.

Teaching staff

Teaching staff is represented by two
serjes:

2.8 Teachersbygenderatthefirstlevel,
for 1970, 1980 and latest available year.

2.9 Teachers by gender at the second
level, for 1970, 1980 and latest available
year.

Data are from UNESCO’s compilation
of information provided by national edu-
cation authorities (source 26).

The definition of first and second levels
is as given above for the series on school
enrollment. In general, data on teachers
cover both public and private schools. In
most cases data include part-time teach-
ers, who often constitute a substantial pro-
portion of the staff in technical and voca-
tional schools. Instructional personnel
without teaching functions (librarians,
guidance personnel, certain principals)
have been excluded whenever possible.

Scientific and technical human resources
potential

This human resources category is repre-
sented by one serjes:

2.10 Potential scientists and engineers
and potential technicians, for 1970, 1980
and the latest available year.

Data are given for total and for female.
This series is based mainly on national
population censuses or survey data on sci-
entific and technical qualifications of eco-
nomically active persons, as compiled by
UNESCO (source 26).

Scientists and engineers are defined as
peoplewithscientificor technological train-
ing (usually completion of third-level edu-
cation) in any field of science who are
engaged in professional work on research
and development (R&D) activities or who
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administer or direct the execution of R&D
activities. The broad fields of science are
natural sciences, engineering and technol-
ogy, medical sciences, agricultural sciences,
social sciences and humanities and other
fields.

Technicians are defined as people en-
gagedintechnical R&Dactivities whohave
received vocational or technical training in
any branch of knowledge or technology of
a specified standard (usually at least three
years after the first stage of second-level
education).

Anindication of scientific and technical
personnel potential is obtained from either
of two statistics. One is the fotal sfock of
gualified personnel (ST), which is the num-
ber of people in the categories described
above, regardless of economicactivity, age,
gender, nationality or other characteristics,
present in the domestic territory of a
country atagivenreferencedate. Theother
is the number of economically active qualified
persennel (EA), which is the number of
people in the categories specified above
who are engaged in, or actively seeking
work in, any branch of the economy at a
given reference date.

Field 3 Economic activity

Three topics are represented in this sub-
ject field:

* Economically active population.

* Earnings and wage rates.

* Urban unemployment.

Economically active population

Data on the economically active popu-
lation are given in the following seven
series:

3.1 Estimated and projected economi-
cally active population by gender and age
group, 1970-2025.

3.2 Total economically active and not
economically active population 15 years
and older by gender and urban or rural
residence, 1970, 1980 and 1990 census
rounds.

3.3 Femaleeconomically active popu-
lation 15 years and older by marital status

and age group, 1970 and 1980 census
rounds.

3.4 Economically active populationby
status in employment and gender, 1970
and 1980 census rounds and latest avail-
able year.

3.5 Economically active populationby
gender and occupation group, 1970 and
1980 census rounds and latest available
year.

3.6 Estimated economically active
population by gender and branch of eco-
nomic activity, 1970 and 1980.

3.7 Economically active populationby
gender, status in employment and major
industry group, 1970 and 1980 census
rounds and latest available year.

Series 3.1 and 3.6 are compiled mainly
from estimates and projections prepared
by the International Labour Office (ILO)
(source 2). Data for smaller countries or
areas not covered in (2) are obtained from
source (3). Series 3.2 and 3.3 are obtained
from source (13), and series 3.4, 3.5and 3.7
from sources (3} and (4).

The estimates and projections prepared
by ILO (source 2), which form the core of
series 3.1 and 3.6, take into account infor-
mation on the economically active popu-
lation obtained from national censuses of
population, labour force sample surveys
and other related surveys conducted dur-
ing 1945-1985. ILO adjusted these data
according to uniform concepts, methods
and classification schemes to arrive at a
consistentsetof data. Projections are based
on a standard projection methodology,
which is fully described in volume VI of
source (2).

Data reported insources (3), (4) and (13)
also come from national population cen-
suses or sample surveys, but these data
havenotbeen adjusted as the data from (2)
have been so caution should be exercised
when comparing series from these differ-
ent sources.

The definitions of economically active
population are, in general, those
recommended to the countries by ILO.
Until 1982, ILO defined the labour force—
or the economically active population—to
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include all persons working for pay or
profitany time during a specified reference
period or seeking such work. In 1982 the
definition was broadened to include, if
appropriate, peopleavailable for work but
not necessarily actively seeking work. In
the standard definition, labour force en-
compasses all employed and unemployed
people, including those seeking work for
the first time. It covers employers, own-
account workers, employees, unpaid fam-
ily workers, members of producers
cooperatives and members of the armed
forces. The international definition con-
siders the production of primary products
such as foodstuffs forone’s own consump-
tion and certain other nonmonetary activi-
ties as economic activities. Work need not
be full-time for a person to be considered
economically active.

Specific elements of these standard con-
cepts may differ substantially from country
to country, and many of these differences
could affect the measurement of women’s
participation in economic activity—the
choice of time reference period or the de-
termination of minimum hours of work
and unpaid family work, for example.
Moreover, theeconomicactivity of women
is often understated because of the stereo-
typical perceptions of interviewers or cen-
sus and survey respondents, resulting in
reporting and recording errors. In many
countries women make up a large share of
the workers engaged in economic activi-
ties that are the most difficult to mea-
sure.

In 1982 ILO also recommended that all
unpaid family workers be included in the
economically active population if they
worked at least one hour in the specified
reference period (the same criterion ap-
plied for other types of workers), rather
than only if they worked at least one third
of normal working hours. In most cases,
however, these revisions were not in force
when the statistics used to prepare the
present indicators were collected.

The international -classification of the
economically active population by status
in employment refers to whether the person

is (or was, if the person is unemployed) an
employer,own-account worker, employee
or unpaid family worker.

An employer is a person who operates
his or her own economic enterprise or en-
gages independently in a profession or
tradeand hires oneor moreemployees. An
own-account worker is a person who oper-
ates his or her own economic enterprise or
engages independently in a profession or
tradeand hires noemployees. Anemployee
is a person who works for a public or
private employer and receives remuner-
ation in wages, salary, commission, tips,
piece-rates or payment in kind. An unpaid
family worker is a person who works a
specified minimum amount of time
without pay in an economic enterprise
operated by a related person living in the
same household.

In the Wistat database, employers and
own-account workers are shown as one
group since separate data for these
categories are generally not available.

The classifications by industry and occu-
pation are based on the international stan-
dard classifications of industry (ISIC) and
occupations (ISCO). While most countries
supply data according to these standard
classifications, the content of these indus-
trial or occupational groups may differ
because of variations in definitions and
methods of tabulation. National practices
may also differ on the classification of the
unemployed with previousjob experience.
For further detail on content, definitions
and limitations of these classifications, see
source (3).

For concepts, definitionsand limitations
regarding urban and rural classifications,
see thediscussion under geographical dis-
tribution in the section on field 1, above;
for those pertaining to marital status, see
the discussion of field 4, below.

Earnings and wage rates

Earningsand wageratesarerepresented
by one series:

3.8 Ratios {expressed as percentages)
of female wages in agricultural and
nonagricultural activities to male wages,
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1970, 1980 and latest available year.

The data are derived from ILO wage
statistics (source 3). The wage statistics
used to compute the ratio are average
earnings per wage earner (regardless of
age) or, in some cases, wage rates (this is
indicated in the file).

Data on average earnings are usually
derived from payroll data supplied by a
sample of establishments, which often also
furnish data on hours of work and employ-
ment. In a few cases average earnings are
compiled from social insurance statistics.

Earnings data derived from payrolls
usually refer to cash payments received
from employers (before deduction of taxes
and social security contributions payable
by workers) and include remuneration for
normal working hours, overtime pay,
renumeration for time not worked {public
holidays, annual vacation, sick leave and
other paid leave), bonuses and gratuities,
cost of living allowances and special pre-
miums. Earnings derived from social in-
surance records are usually lower than
averageearningsderived from payrolldata
because overtime pay, incentive pay and
the like may be excluded, as may wages
exceeding a certain upper limit.

Statistics on wage rates are in most cases
based oncollectiveagreements, arbitration
awards or other wage-setting decisions,
which generally specify minimum rates
for particular occupations or groups of
workers. In some countries, rates actually
paid correspond closely to these minimum
rates. In countries where the fixing of rates
is common, average rates are calculated
regularly for particularindustries or groups
of industries (weighted by the numerical
importance of the different occupations in
a given period).

Data on wage rates usually refer ondy to
adults working normal hours and there-
fore payments for overtime and other
supplementary wage elements are not
taken into account. Cost of living allow-
ances, however, are often included, and
other allowances fixed in the wage-setting
process, such as housing allowances, are
sometimes included. Some countries ob-

tain average rates actually paid (straight-
time earnings) from establishment pay-
rolls in the same way as average earnings
are obtained. Rates actually paid usually
cover remuneration on thebasis of normal
time worked, both for normal and over-
time hours, but exclude incentive pay and
other bonuses and the premium part of
overtime pay.

Asalready indicated, the coverage, defi-
nitions and methods of compiling wage
statistics differ significantly from country
to country. Only a few countries provide
statistics by gender and these may be based
on a narrow segment of the population.
Therefore, this series must be used with
great caution.

Urban unemployment

Urban unemployment is represented
by one series:

3.9 Urban unemployment by gender,
1970-1982.

The data are derived from source (9).
Unemployed consists of “all persons who,
during the reference period, were not
working but who were seeking work for
pay or profit, including those who never
worked before. Also included are persons
who, during the reference period, were
not seeking work because of temporary
iliness, because they made arrangements
to start a new job subsequent to the refe-
rence period, or because they were on
temporary or indefinite lay-off without
pay”.

Unemployment statistics are given for
urban areas only, since such data are
considered much less meaningful in rural
areas of developing countries.

Field 4 Households, marital status
and fertility

This subject field covers data on four
topics:

* Marital status and age at marriage.

* Fertility.

¢ Contraceptive use.

* Household characteristics.
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Marital status and age at marriage

This topic is covered by two series:

4.1 Population by gender, age group
and marital status, 1970 and 1980 census
rounds and latest available year.

4.2 Singulate mean age at marriage
and percentage ever married by age 50, by
gender, 1970 and 1980 census rounds and
latest available year.

The major data source for series 4.1 is
source (13}, supplemented by source (14).
These data are derived from population
censuses or demographic sample surveys
in areas where no census has been carried
out. For series 4.2 the sources are (16),
which uses information from the World
Fertility Surveys, and (18), which includes
information from a worldwide review of
available data.

Series 4.1 presents marital status data
for the age groups 15+, 15-19, 20-24, 2544,
45-59 and 60+.

Marital status is defined as the personal
status of each individual according to the
marriage laws or customs of the country.
The classifications used here are single
(never married), married, consensually
married, widowed, divorced, separated
and unknown. When the categories “con-
sensually married” and “separated” are
not shown, it can be assumed that people
in these categoriesareincluded in the “mar-
ried” category. Where certain other cat-
egories arelumped together, they are foot-
noted.

Differences inmarriageand divorcelaws
present problems for international
comparability. So does the relative accu-
racy of responses to questions on marital
status. Those in consensual unions may
report themselves as married. Divorced
people may report themselves as single,
married or widowed. Men who are sepa-
rated from their wives seem to report them-
selves as single, while women who are
separated from their husbands seem to
report themselves as married. For a more
thorough discussion of the issues, see
source (13).

Singulate mean age at marriage, an indica-
tor of the timing of marriage, is theaverage

ageatfirst marriage calculated on the basis
of a single census or survey according to
Hajnal’s procedure. Proportion ever mar-
ried by age 50 is an indicator of prevalence
of marriage. For a full discussion of these
indicators and of concepts and definitions
regarding marriage, see source (18).

Fertility

Wistat contains three series on fertility:

4.3 Estimated and projected total fer-
tility rate, 1970-2025.

4.4 Age-specific fertility rates, by ur-
ban and rural residence, 1970, 1980 and
latest available year.

4.5 Female population by age group
and number of children born alive, 1970
and 1980 census rounds.

Series4.3 uses estimates and projections
of fertility prepared by the Population Di-
vision of the United Nations Secretariat
(source 22). Series 4.4 and 4.5 are derived
from source (13).

Total fertility rate is the number of
children that would be born to a woman if
she were to live to the end of her child-
bearing years and bear children ateachage
in accordance with prevailing age-specific
fertility rates. In series 4.3, total fertility
rate is given for the periods 1965-1970,
1970-1975,1975-1980,1980-1985,1985-1990,
1990-1995, 1995-2000 and 2020-2025.

Age-specificfertility rate refers tothenum-
ber of children born alive in one year per
1,000 women of a specified age. It is usu-
ally calculated for any or all five-year age
groups in the child-bearing span and is
useful in tracing the age pattern of fertility
of a population. For series 4.4, the age-
specificfertility rateis shown for age groups
15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-
49 and 1549.

Series 4.5 shows the distribution of
women of each specified age group (15-19,
20-24,25-34,35-44 and 45+) by number of
live births. Data for this series are gener-
ally derived from population censuses or,
in their absence, sample surveys.

Variations among countries or areas in
the groups of women to which the statis-
tics refer limitinternational comparability.
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Some data refer to all women age 15 years
or older; others to women who have ever
been married; and still others only to
currently married women. The reliability
of data may also be limited because
responses to questions about number of
children are subject to many types of
errors—lack of knowledge of the respon-
dent (who often is not the woman in-
volved), faulty memory, misunderstand-
ing of the question, inclusion of late foetal
deaths, or exclusion of children who died
soon after birth.

Contraceptive use

Contraceptive useis represented by one
series:

4.6 Contraceptiveuseamongcurrently
married women by method used, for the
years around 1970 and 1980 and the latest
available year.

The sources of data are {11) and (19),
whichareglobal compilationsand reviews
based largely on nationally representative
sample surveyssuch as those conducted as
part of the World Fertility Surveys, the
Demographic and Health Surveys and the
Contraceptive Prevalence Surveys.

Series 4.6 shows contraceptive preva-
lence for married women of reproductive
age and their partners, although there are
exceptions (footnoted accordingly). The
“married” group usually includes those
in consensual unions in societies where
such unions are common. Such differ-
ences in marital status composition
present a problem for the comparability
of data.

Variations in the age ranges of the
women covered by the surveys also limit
the comparability of contraceptive-use
data. Data for developing countries usu-
ally cover women aged 1549, but in a
substantial number of cases the data cover
women aged 15-44. There is more varia-
tion in age ranges for developed coun-
tries. Few of the surveys include women
older than 45, and in some the cut-off age
is even lower. A few samples are defined
by time of marriage rather than by age,
and these focus on marriages averaging

fewer than 10 years. Since contraceptive
use typically falls with increasing age af-
ter age 35 or 40, prevalence estimates
based on age groups 1544 may be one to
three percentage points higher than those
based on age groups 15-49. Prevalence of
particular methods is more seriously af-
fected, particularly those whose use var-
ies sharply with age. For more on this, see
source (19).

Household characteristics

This topic is represented by two series:

4.7 Household headship byagegroup
and gender, by urban or rural residence,
latest available year.

4,8 Average household size by urban
or rural residence, 1970, 1980 and 1990
census rounds.

Series 4.7 takes its data mainly from
source (13), supplemented by source (28).
Series 4.8 also relies mainly on data from
source (13), supplemented by sources (8)
and (9). Most of the data are derived from
population censuses and large-scale sur-
veys.

The concept of household is based on the
arrangements people make, individually
or in groups, to provide themselves with
food and other essentials of living. A house-
hold may be a one-person household, or a
multiperson household in which two or
more people make common provision for
food and other essentials of living. The
people in the group may pool their in-
comes and have 2 common budget; they
may be related or unrelated to each other.
People living in the collective living quar-
ters of institutions, as in military installa-
tions, correctional institutions, hospitals
and thelike, are not considered as living in
households.

According to United Nations recom-
mendations, household head is defined as
the person acknowledged as such by the
other members of the household. The sta-
tistics shown in series 4.7 are based on
national definitions of household head that
apply one of several criteria: the person
acknowledged as head by the other mem-
bers, the person economically responsible
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or the person with authority for managing
household activities. Detailed definitions
and criteria used are given in a special
article in the 1987 edition of source (13),
pages 16-26.

Asthesecriteriasuggest, the procedures
followed inapplying the concept of house-
hold headship may distort the picture,
particularly with respect to female heads
of households. In some cases, instructions
to enumerators may explicitly state that a

woman can be entered as head only in the-

absence of a male above a specified age.
Even without such instruction, enumera-
tors and even respondents may assume
that no woman can be the head of any
household in which there is an adult male.
This gender-biased stereotype reflects cir-
cumstances that may once have been true
but no longer are, as the household and
economic roles of women are changing.
Because of the priority given to males in
assigning headship, the concept of house-
hold head has become controversial in
many developed countries. None the less,
for most countries this is the only practical
way of identifying households for which,
in general, females are responsible for
children, with no spouse present.

Average household size is the ratio of the
population in households to the number of
households. Persons not living in house-
holds (for example, those in military bar-
racks) are excluded. National definitions
are accepted for urban and rural.

Field 5 Housing conditions and
human settlements

This field contains one series:

5.1 Housing conditions and human
settlements statistics by urban or rural
residence, including the number of hous-
ing units, theaverage number of rooms per
housing unit, the average number of per-
sons per room, and the percentage of hous-
ing units without piped water, toilet or
eleciricity, 1970 and 1980.

Data are from sources (8) and (9). The
statistics in these sources were prepared
mainly from data received in response to

annual questionnaires circulated by the
United Nations Statistical Division or ob-
tained from official publications.

A housing unit is a separate and inde-
pendent place of abode intended for habi-
tation by one household or one not in-
tended for habitation butoccupied asliving
quarters by a household at the time of the
census. A housing unit may be occupied
by one or more households or by part of a
household at the time of the census.

A room is defined as aspace ina housing
unit or other living quarters enclosed by
walls reaching from the floor to the ceiling
or roof covering or at least to a height of
two metres, with a floor size large enough
to hold a bed for an adult (four square
metres). The total number of rooms, there-
fore, includes bedrooms, dining rooms,
living rooms, studies, habitable attics, ser-
vants’ rooms, kitchens and other separate
spaces used and intended for dwelling
purposes as long as they meet the wall and
floor space criteria. Passageways, veran-
das, lobbies, bathrooms and toilet rooms
are not to be counted as rooms evenif they
meet thecriteria. Whenever possible, rooms
used solely for professional or business
purposes are also excluded from the room
count to more accurately reflect the actual
living space in each housing unit. The av-
erage number of rooms per housing unit is
obtained by dividing the total number of
rooms in the housing units by the total
number of housing units.

A housing unit is considered to have
piped water if it receives water by pipe
from community-wide systems or from
individual installations, such as pressure
tanks and pumps. The housing unit must
have a tap inside the unit or, if outside,
within 100 metres of the door.

A housing unit is considered to have a
toilet if it has, for the exclusive use of its
occupants, an installation for the disposal

of human excreta. A housing unit with
electricity refers to a housing unit with
electric lighting,

The percentage of housing units without
piped water, toilet and electricity is
calculated as a residual—total housing
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units minus those enumerated as having
these amenities.

Field ¢ Health and health services;
disabled persons

There areninetopicsin this subject field:

* Life expectancy and life table survival
values.

e Infant, child and maternal mortality
rates,

¢ Causes of death.

* Prevalenceofanaemiaamong women.

» Delivery care for women.

* Prevalence of breastfeeding.

* Availability of safe water.

e Prevalence of smoking.

* Prevalence of disability.

Life expectancy and life table survival values

These values are represented by two
series:

6.1 Estimated and projected life ex-
pectancy at birth, by gender, for the peri-
ods 1965-1970,1970-1975, 1975-1980, 1980-
1985, 1985-1990, 1990-1995, 1995-2000 and
2020-2025.

6.2 Lifetablesurvival valuesformales
and females separately for ages 5,15, 25,45
and 60, for 1970, 1980 and the latest avail-
able year.

The data sources are (22) for series 6.1
and (13) for series 6.2.

Life expectancy at birth is defined as the
number of years newborn males or fe-
males would be expected to live according
to the age-specific mortality rates prevail-
ing atthe time of their birth. For developed
countries, these estimates are prepared by
the United Nations Population Division,
mainly from official national life tables,
which are derived from civil registration
data. For developing countries, where
death registration is often incomplete, life
expectancies are calculated from official
national life tables or estimated from other
sources, such as tabulations of deaths or
orphanhood from censuses or demo-
graphic surveys, civil registration data,
mortality trends from registered deaths,
and so on. Model life tables or assumed life

L) sy S

tables have been used in sorme cases. Where
no reliable data exist for estimating life
expectancy, a life expectancy at birth has
been presumed that is thought to be
consistent with the national situation and
levels of neighboring countries. A descrip-
tion of the basic data sources for each
country is given in source (22).

Life table survival values represent the
number of people from a cohort born alive
who may be expected to survive toa given
age under the mortality conditions as-
sumed by the life table. In this series, the
radix of the life tables (the size of the initial
cohort) is 100,000. Reliability of these data
rests on the completeness of death
registration in a country or area.

Infant, child and maternal mortality rates

Mortality rates are given separately for
three specific population subgroups:

6.3 Estimated and projected infant
mortality rate, for the periods 1965-1970,
1970-1975,1975-1980,1980-1985,1985-1990,
1990-1995, 1995-2000 and 2020-25.

6.4 Child mortality rateby gender, lat-
est available year.

6.5 Maternal mortality rate,1970,1980
and latest available year.

Series 6.3 is expressed per 1,000 live
births. Data are obtained from the United
Nations Population Division, source (22).
Series 6.4 shows child mortality rate by
gender. Data are obtained mainly from
source {13), supplemented by source (6).
In series 6.5 maternal mortality rate is ex-
pressed per 100,000 live births. The data
sources for this series are (32), (13) and
(23).

Infant mortality rate is defined as the
annual number of deaths of infants under
one year of age per 1,000 live births in the
same year. For countries where civil
registration is reliable, the United Nations
Population Division usesannual registered
births and infant deaths as the basis for
estimating and projecting infant mortality
rate. For countries where civil registration
is not reliable, estimates are derived from
a wide range of sources, such as census or
sample survey tabulations of all children
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born and children surviving, maternity
histories from demographicand healthsur-
veys and the like. In some cases, the bases
are model life tables or an assumed age
pattern of mortality and level of life ex-
pectancy.

Child mortality rate is defined as the an-
nual number of deaths among children
aged 1-4 per 1,000 population of the same
age groups. Series 6.4 shows the rate sepa-
rately for girls and boys. Rates are
calculated using data from civil registers
of deaths. The reliability of such registers
varies, thus limiting comparability of rates
among countries.

Maternal mortality rate is defined as the
annual number of maternal deaths per
100,000 live births in the same year and
approximates therisk of dying fromagiven
pregnancy. Maternal deaths aredefined as
those caused by deliveries and complica-
tions of pregnancy, childbirth and the pu-
erperium. It includes all deaths to women
“while pregnant or within 42 days of the
termination of pregnancy, irrespective of
the duration and the site of the pregnancy,
from any cause related to or aggravated by
the pregnancy or its management but not
from accidental or incidental causes”.

The ninth revision of the International
Classification of Diseases, Injuries and
Causes of Death subdivides maternal
deaths into direct and indirect obstetric
deaths. Direct obstetric deaths are those
resulting from complications of the preg-
nant state (pregnancy, labour and puerpe-
rium); from interventions, omissions or
incorrect treatment; or from a chain of
events resulting from any of the above.
Indirect obstetric deaths are those result-
ing from existing disease or disease that
developed during pregnancy and that was
not due to direct obstetric causes but was
aggravated by the physiological effects of
pregnancy.

Maternal mortality rates reported in
source (13) include deaths due to abortion.
Since source (13) uses data from civil
registers of deaths, the reliability of the
reported rates depends on the quality of
registration and classification of deaths.
Sources (23) and (32) use information

compiled by the World Health Organiza-
tionfrom relevant databases, national yeat-
books, reports of consultants, needs as-
sessment missions, evaluation studies and
the like. Country data may originate from
civil registers, surveys, hospital records,
specific studies or reports. How maternal
mortality is defined is not always clear,
particularly with respect to the inclusion
of abortion-related deaths. All these fac-
tors seriously limit the comparability of
data.

Causes of death

Causes of death are represented by one
series:

6.6 Numberofdeathsbycauseforeach
gender for the latest available year.

The source of the data is the Demographic
Yearbook (13).

Causes of death include all diseases, mor-
bid conditions or injuries that resulted in
or contributed to death and the circum-
stances of the accident or violence that
produced the injuries. The recommenda-
tion for the tabulation of mortality statis-
tics is to citeas the main cause the underly-
ing cause of death, rather than the director
intermediate antecedent cause. The under-
lying cause is defined as the disease or
injury that initiated the train of events
leading directly to death, or the circum-
stances of the accident or violence that
produced the fatal injury.

The Demographic Yearbook (13) classifies
data on death according to either the
“ Adopted mortality list”, derived from the
classification recommended by the Inter-
national Conference for the Ninth Revi-
sion (1975) of the International Classifica-
tion of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of
Death, or the “ Abbreviated list of 50 causes
for tabulation of mortality”, recommended
by the International Conference for the
EighthRevision (1965). The full titles of the
causes of death from these two lists appear
in source (13). For series 6.6, these causes
have been grouped into eight categories:

* Infectious and parasitic diseases, dia-

betes milletus and nutritional defi-
ciencies.

» Malignant and benign neoplasms.
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* Diseases of the circulatory system.

* Maternal deaths.

*» Respiratory diseases.

¢ Chronic liver diseases and cirrhosis of

the liver.
- ® Other diseases.

» Accidents and violence.

Caution is required when comparing
cause-of-death data. It is important to note
the varying degrees of completeness of
death registration and differences in the
quality, availability and efficiency of
medical services; certification procedures;
and coding practices. Differences in ter-
minology used in referring to the same
disease, even in the case of medically cer-
tified deaths but especially in the case of
deaths reported by lay persons, add to the
lack of comparability of cause-of-death
data.

Prevalence of anaemia among women

Anaemia among women is represented
by one series:

6.7 Prevalence of anaemia among all
women aged 15-49, among pregnant
women aged 15-49 and among non-preg-
nantwomenaged 15-49, for thelatestavail-
able year.

The data source is (29), which isa com-
pilation of information available in the
World Health Organization (WHO) and
based largely on studies or surveys with
sample sizes of at least 100 subjects.

Anaemia is defined as a state in which
the quantity or quality of circulating red
blood cells is reduced below the normal
level. Prevalence of anaemia is expressed
as the percentage of subjects with a hae-
moglobin concentration below the WHO
norm—120 grams per liter (at sea level)
for adult non-pregnant females and 110
grams per liter for adult pregnant fe-
males.

Theseestimates by WHCO arevery much
best guesses and tend to be conservative.
They probably represent underestimates
for several reasons. When prevalences had
to be recalculated from original data to fit
WHOQ norms, it was assumed that the ma-
terial was normally distributed when in
fact most haematological values are nega-

tively skewed. Also, in many cases data
are based on samples of limited coverage
and may not be representative of the na-
tional population. Caution should be used
when analysing or interpreting these data.

Delivery care for women

The type of care women receive inchild-
birth is represented by one series:

6.8 Percentage of births attended by a
trained attendant, the latest available year.

Thedata sourcesare (30)and (31). WHO
compiled the data as part of a review of
maternal mortality and morbidity and ofa
monitoring of the progress in implement-
ing the Global Strategy for Health for All
by the Year 2000. Themeasureis viewed as
a sensitive indicator in developing coun-
tries of maternal health services that are
essential to the survival of mothers and
infants.

Trained attendant in this contextincludes
physicians, nurses, midwives, trained pri-
mary health care and other workers, and
trained traditional birth attendants,

Prevalence of breastfeeding

Prevalence of breastfeeding is repre-
sented by one series:

6.9 Percentage of mothers wholly or
partially breastfeeding their babies at 3, 6,
and 12 months, for the latest available
year.

The data source is (23). These data are
based on a variety of surveys or studies
carried outin countries. Their comparabil-
ity and reliability areaffected by limitations
of coverage and variationsin concepts and
definitions applied.

Auvailability of safe water

Availability of safe water is represented
by one series:

6.10 Percentageof population withac-
cess to safe water, by urban or rural
residence, for the latest available year.

The data were compiled by WHO in
connection with activities of the Interna-
tional Drinking Water Supply and Sanita-
tion Decadeand theimplementationof the .
Global Strategy for Health for All by the
Year 2000 (31 and 34).
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Availability of safe water is expressed in
terms of percentage of the population with
“reasonable access” to safe drinking water
(source 34). For urban areas, reasonable
access means availability of safe drinking
water in the home or within 200 metres of
it,including public fountains or standposts.
For rural areas, reasonable access means
that members of the household do not
have to spend a disproportionate part of
the day fetching water to meet the
household’s needs.

Safe water supply includes treated sur-
face waters or untreated but uncon-
taminated water, such as that from pro-
tected boreholes, springs and sanitary
wells. Waters of doubtful quality are
classified as unsafe.

The national definitions of urban and
rural population, as determined by each
country, have been accepted.

The data presented in this series are
estimates. In general, countries have better
information on the urban than on the rural
situation. Because of the inherent diffi-
culty in accumulating this type of basic
information from different sources within
a country, the data presented should be
considered as gross estimates only and
interpreted with caution.

Prevalence of smoking

Cigarette consumption is represented
by one series:

6.11 Total cigarette consumption and
adult per capita consumptionof cigarettes,
for 1970 and 1985; and percentageof adults
who smoke, by gender, latest available
year.

Data were compiled by WHO in a spe-
cial study (33).

Consumption figures refer to manufac-
tured cigarettes. They are in most cases
estimated from production and sales data
and so are not available by gender. Adult
per capita consumption is based on the
population 15 years and older.

The statistics on percentage of adults
who smoke arebased onavailable national
surveys.

Prevalence of disability

Disability data are represented by one
series:

6.12 Statistics on disability, disaggre-
gated by gender, as follows:

* Persons surveyed and number dis-

abled.

* Persons surveyed and number dis-
abled, by urban or rural.

* Persons surveyed and number dis-
abled, by age group (0-14, 15-24, 25-
59, 60+).

* Persons surveyed and number dis-
abled, by type of impairment or dis-
ability {mental, speech and hearing,
visual, physical, other).

* Economic activity status of total
population and disabled persons sur-
veyed.

* Educational attainment and illiteracy
among disabled persons aged 15-24
years.

¢ School attendance of disabled persons
aged 0-14 and 15-24 years.

The data source for this series is (15), a
database developed by the United Nations
Statistical Division to improve access to
and promote the use of existing national
sources of disability statistics. In this data-
base, national census and survey
classifications of disability have been stan-
dardized using the WHO trial Interna-
tional Classification of Impairments, Dis-
abilities and Handicaps. Data are, how-
ever, not fully comparable. Disabilities
covered differ, as do age ranges and areas
covered. The series should be viewed as a
presentation of the number of persons
found in each study who reported a dis-
ability, and of the age ranges that were
found for these persons. Substantially more
methodological work needs to be done
before the statistics from differentcountries
can be compared.

Field 7 Public affairs and political
participation

Three topics are included in this subject
field:
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* Women’s rights to vote and to stand
for election.

* Women in parliamentary assemblies.

* Female representation in the United
Nations.

Women’s rights to vofe and to stand for
election

Women’s rights to vote and stand for elec-
tions are represented in one series:

7.1 Years in which women were
given the right to vote and to stand for
election.

The data in this series are those pro-
vided to the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) by national authorities and published
periodically, most recentlyin1987. (5) Only
countries with a parliament as of 30 June
1987 are covered in the IPU survey.

Women in parliamentary assemblies

Parliamentary representationiscovered
by one series:

7.2 Distribution of seats in parliamen-
tary assemblies by gender, in 1975 and in
1987.

The data source for this series is the
same as for series 7.1. The statistics on
number of seats refer to both elected and
appointed members of the national legis-
lative assemblies. The last election year up
t0 1975 and up to June 1987 are also shown
for reference.

Women in the United Nations

Female representationinthe United Na-
tions is covered by two series:

7.3 Female representation in the
United Nations Secretariat, by nationality
and level, in posts subject to geographical
distribution, as of 30 June 1975, 1980 and
1989.

7.4 Femalerepresentationamongstaff
of the United Nations and related agencies
in professional and higher-level posts, by
level and organization, as of 31 December
1975, 1979 and 1986.

The data are compiled by the United
Nations Secretariat and reported periodi-
cally to the General Assembly (10).

Staff in posts subject to geographical distri-
bution refers to a group of staff in the
United Nations Secretariat that is covered
by a system of desirable ranges used as a
guideline for estimating comparative
representation of the nationals of each
member State. Thissystem was established
by the General Assembly on the basis of
three factors: membership, contribution
and population. These staff are directly
appointed by the Secretary-General for at
least one year to posts in the professional
category and above. They include staff
holding permanent, probationary or fixed-
term appeintments of one year or more.
This group does not include staff in posts
with special language requirements, staff
in the field service, general service and
related categories. Also excluded are staff
specifically appointed for mission service,
staff appointed for service limited to the
United Nations Environment Programme
{(UNEP) or to the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlements (Habitat), staff
appointed to posts financed on an inter-
agency basis, technical cooperation project
personnel, staff with appointments of less
thanone year, staff onspecial leave without
pay, and staff on temporary assignment to
other agencies.

Level ASG and above refers to assistant
secretaries-general, under-secretaries-gen-
eral, the Secretary-General and other posts
atcomparablelevelsinthe United Nations
system.

Series 7.4 refers to all professional and
higher-level posts in the United Nations
and related agencies, whether or not sub-
ject to geographical distribution.

Field 8 Crime and criminal justice

This field covers four topics:

» Law enforcement workers.

« Penal code offenses.

 People apprehended as alleged of-
fenders.

* Prison population.

The field has one series:

8.1 Selected crime and justice statis-



26

Wistat manual

tics and data on law enforcement workers,
by gender, for 1975 and 1980.

Data are those compiled by the Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch,
Centre for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat from national responses to its
questionnaire surveys (17).

Statistics on crimes recorded refer to the
number of penal code offenses or their
equivalent—including various special
law offenses but excluding minor road,
traffic and other petty offenses—brought
to the attention of the police or other law
enforcement agencies and recorded by
them. Attempts to commit crimes are in-
cluded.

Personsapprehended refers in principle to
all persons, adult and juvenile, who have
been identified and apprehended as al-
leged offenders by the police or any other
law enforcement agency but not necessar-
ily arrested, or the comparable category in
national statistics.

Prison population refers to offenders and
alleged offenders deprived of their liberty
in penal facilities. The prison population is
given as of one day that can be considered
typical for the entire year.

The term police refers to the personnel of
public agencies whose principal functions
aretoprevent, detectand investigatecrime
and apprehend alleged offenders. Where
the police are part of a national security
force, data are limited as far as possible to
the civil police proper, as distinct from
national guardsorlocal militia. Local forces
are in principle included.

Prosecutor refers to a government offi-
cial who initiates and maintains criminal
proceedings on behalf of the state against
persons accused of committing a criminal
offense.

Field 9 National product and
expenditure

Three series are included in this subject
field:

9.1 Gross domestic product and its
composition, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985 and
1986.

9.2 Average annual rates of growth
for selected national accounts aggregates,
1970-1975, 1975-1980 and 1980-1986.

9.3 Government social security ben-
efit expenditure.

Series 9.1 presents gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) in national currencies at current
prices, as well as government and private
final consumption expenditures. For cen-
trally planned economies using the system
of material product balances (MPS) rather
than thesystem of national accounts (SN A),
the aggregates referred to are net material
product (NMP), material consumptionand
consumption of the population. The series
is based on statistics of national accounts
and balances compiled and calculated by
the United Nations Statistical Division
{source 20).

Components of government and pri-
vate final consumption expenditure are
also shown, as follows:

* Government final consumption ex-
penditure
- Defence.

- Education.

- Health.

- Public order and safety.

- Social security and welfare.

- Housing and community ameni-
ties.

- Recreational, culturalandreligious.

Private final consumption expendi-

ture

- Food and rnonalcoholic beverages.

- Alcoholic beverages and tobacco.

— Gross rent, fuel and power.

- Household furnishings and opera-
tions.

- Medical and health expenses.

— Personal transport equipment.

— Education.

- Restaurants, cafes, hotels and lodg-
ing.

- Gross fixed-capital formation.

- Residential construction.

Gross domestic product is the total
unduplicated output of economic goods
and services produced within the territory
of a country or area. By statistical con-
vention, the goods and services produced
by general government (that is, excluding
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the production and sales of government
enterprises} are valued at the cost of pro-
duction, thatis, the cost of inputs of labour
and intermediate goods and services, and
consumption of fixed capital.

Gooernment final consumption expenditure
covers a wide range of goods and services,
including national defence and significant
but varying proportions of education and
healthservices. Untequited cash payments
or transfers by government to households,
institutions, and enterprisesarenot, inprin-
ciple, counted in government consump-
tion expenditure but should be counted as
household consumption expenditure. The
distinction is difficult to draw in practice.
Adding to the problem are differences in
the concepts and classifications used from
country to country. Thus the comparabil-
ity of the data in this series is limited.

Anexampleis expenditure on health. In
countries where government provides
health services directly to households and
individuals, these expenditures will be
reflected in the government health
component. However, to the extent that
health services are provided by nongov-
ernmental organizations, even if directly
or indirectly supported by government
funds, such expenditures would not be
included under government final con-
sumption expenditure on health.

Private consumption refers primarily to
consumption expenditures of households
but also includes in principle the outputs
of private nonprofit organizations serving
households, such as private schools, reli-
gious organizations and labour unions.

Average annual growth rates in series
9.2 are given for the periods 1970-1975,
1975-1980 and 1980-1986 for the following
national accounts aggregates:

* Gross domestic product (GDP) or net
material product (NMP).

* GDP or NMP per capita.

* Government final consumption ex-
penditure.

e Private final consumption expendi-
ture,

¢ Exports.

¢ Imports.

* Agriculture.

* Manufacturing.

¢ Wholesale/retail trade.

The growthrates were computed by the
United Nations Statistical Division as
averageannual geometric rates of growth
for the periods indicated, expressed in
percentages. For each country, an
exponential curve is fitted to the data by
the least squares regression method. The
growth rates are based on the estimates of
GDP and NMP at constant prices.Growth
rates are also shown for selected
components by type of expenditure (use)
and by kind of economic activity.

Series 9.3 presents government total
social security benefit expenditure in na-
tional currency units and its distribution
by social security branch expressed as a
percentage of total benefit expenditure.
The series is based on data collected by
ILO(1). Benefit expenditure is broken
down by five main branches that cor-
respond in large measure to the adminis-
trative and financial organization of a
great number of social security schemes:

* Sickness /maternity.

* Employment injuries.

* Pensions.

¢ Unemployment.

* Family allowances.

ILO defines government social security
benefit expenditure in terms of national
social security programmes and special
funds administered by government that
provide benefits as a matter of right. Ben-
efits may be in the form of cash payments
to individuals and households, direct pro-
vision of services or support of services
provided by third parties.

The breakdown of data by main branch
of soctal security presents numerous diffi-
culties. For many countries it was not pos-
sible to draw a clear-cut line between the
various branches, and benefits classified
under one branch in one country may be
classified under another branch in another
country. Obviously, the comparability of
the figures isaffected. For special schemes,
which generally provide the whole range
of social security benefits and for whichno
breakdowns were available, the data were
classified under the heading to which pre-
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vious experience showed that the main
part of the benefits belong (in most cases
this was under the heading “pensions”).

This heading is therefore overestimated,
with corresponding underestimation for
other headings.

Statistical sources for Wistat

1. International Labour Office, The Cost
of Social Security: Tenth International Inquiry
1975-1977, Eleventh International Inguiry
1979-1980 and Twelfth International Inquiry
1981-1983 (Geneva, 1981, 1985 and 1988).

2. , Economically Active Popula-
tion—Estimates, 1950-1980, Projections,
1985-2025, six volumes (Geneva, 1986).

3. , Year Book of Labour Statistics
(Geneva, various years up to 1988).
4, , Labour Statistics Database.

5. Inter-Parliamentary Union, “Distri-
bution of seats between men and women
in the 144 national assemblies”, Reports
and Documents, No. 14 (Geneva, 1987).

6. Pan American Health Organization,
unpublished statistics.

7. United Nations, “Age and sex struc-
ture of urban and rural populations,
1970-2000; The 1980 Assessment” (ESA/
P/WP.81).

8. , Compendium of Housing Statis-
tics 1975-1977 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E/F.80.XVIL4).

9. , Compendium of Human Settle-
ments Statistics 1983 (United Nations pub-
lication, Sales No. E/F/.84.XVIL5).

10. , “Composition of the Secre-
tariat”, Report of the Secretary-General to
the General Assembly, 1975, 1976, 1980,
1987 and 1989 (A/10184, A/31/154, A/
35/528, A/42/636 and A /44/604).

11. ,Contraceptive Use Database,
compiled by the Population Division, 1989
(unpublished).

12, , Database on World Migrant
Populations: the Foreign-Born, prepared
by the Population Division (unpublished).

13. , Demographic Yearbook:

1973, Special Topic, Population Census
Statistics (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E/F.74 XII1.1);

1974, Special Topic, Mortality Statistics

(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.75.X1IL1); '

1975, Special Topic, Nutality Statistics
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.76.XIIL.1);

1976, Special Topic, Marriage and Di-
vorce Statistics (United Nations publica-
tion, Sales No. E/F.77 XIIL.1);

1978, Historical Supplement (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E/
E.79.XIILB);

1980, Special Topic, Mortality Statistics
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.81.XHI.1);

1981, Special Topic, Natality Statistics
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.82.X111.1);

1982, Special Topic, Marriage and Di-
vorce Statistics (United Nations publica-
tion, Sales No. E/F.83.XIIL.1);

1983, Special Topic, Population Census
Statistics I (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E/F.84.XII1.1);

1984, Special Topic, Population Census
Statistics 11 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E/F.85.XI1I1.1);

1985, Special Topic, Mortality Statistics
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.86.X1IL1);

1986, Special Topic, Natality Statistics
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E/
F.87 XIIL.1);

1987, Special Topic, Household
Composition (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E/F.88.XI11.1);

1988, Special Topic, Population Census
Statistics (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E/F.89.XIIL1).

14. , (Economic Commission for
Europe), Demographic Statistics Database,
unpublished statistics compiled from na-
tional reports.

15. ,Disability Statistics Database




30

Wistat manual

(DISTAT), Version 1. Compiled by the Sta-
tistical Division, Department of Economic
and Social Development.

16. , Fertility Behavior in the Context
of Development: Evidence from the World Fer-
tility Survey, Population Studies No. 100
(United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.86.XI11.5).

17. , (Centre for Social Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Affairs), Firstand
Second United Nations Surveys of Crime
Trends, Operations of Criminal Justice
Systems and Crime Prevention Strategies,
unpublished data.

18. , First Marriage: Patterns and
Determinants (United Nations publication,
ST/ESA /SER.R/76).

19. , Levels and Trends of Contra-
ceptive Use as Assessed in 1988 (United Na-
tions publication, Sales No. E.89.XIIL.4).

20. , National Accounts Statistics
Database of the Statistical Division, De-
partment of Economic and Social Devel-
opment.

21. , The Sex and Age Distributions
of Population: The 1990 Revision (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.90.X111.33).

22, , World Population Prospects
1990 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.91.XII1.4).

23, United Nations Children’s Fund, The
State of the World’s Children, 1988, 1989 and
1990 (New York and Oxford, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1988, 1989 and 1990).

24. United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization, Compen-
dium of Statistics on Iiliteracy, Statistical
Reports and Studies No. 30 (Paris, 1988).

25. , Education Statistics Data-
base.

26. . Statistical Yearbock (Paris,
various years up to 1989).

27. , Statistics of Educational At-
tainmentand Hliteracy, 1970-1980, CSR-E-44
{Paris, 1983).

.28, United States Bureau of the Census,
Women of the World, Nos. 1-4 (Washington,
D.C., 1984/85).

29. World Health Organization, M.A.
Tegman, “Prevalence of nutritional ane-
mia in women in developing countries: an
update” (mimeo.).

30. , “Coverage of maternity care:
a tabulation of available information, 2nd
edition” (Geneva, WHO/FHE/89.2).

31. , “Evaluation of the Strategy
for Health for All, 1985-1986, detailed analy-
sis of global indicators” (Geneva, WHO/
HST/87.2/1987).

32 , “Maternal mortality rates: a
tabulation of avatlable information, 2nd
edition” (Geneva, WHO/FHE/86.3).

33. , “Tendances et effets du
tabagisme dans lemonde”, by R. Masironi
and K. Rothwell, World Herlth Statistics
Quarterly, 41 (Geneva, 1988).

34. , World Health Statistics Report,
vol.29, No.10 (Geneva, 1976).
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Publications on women’s statistics

Sales list Qctober 1992

Current statistics and indicators

The Worid’s Women 1970-1890: Trends and Statlstics
Serles K, No. 8, 135 Pp., $19.95, Sales No. 80.XVI.3
{E,F.S;A,C,andRn early 1993)
This unique new publication is an experimental
international publication that uses innovative
techniques to highlight indicators on women's
conditions world-wide, in a form that nan-specialists
can readily understand. ft provides numbers and
analyses to inform people everywhere about how much
women contribute to economic |ife, political Iife and
family Ife.
The Sltuation of Women 1980: Selected Indicators
Serles K, No. 8, Add.1, wall poster, $7.50, Sales No.
S0.XVIL3A (E, A, F, S)
This three-colour poster presents 16 kaey indicators an
the situation of women in 178 countries or areas around
the world in the late 1980s, The indicators cover
Population, education, economic activity, marital
status fertility and contraception, heaith and political

Ite. Technical notes and sourcas for the statistics sre
included.

Compendium of Statlstics and Indicators on the

Shuation of Women 1986

Saries K, No. 5, 604 pp., $65.00, Sales No. EF.88.XVIl.8

{E/F)
Brings together available statistics and indicators for
178 countries or areas in 33 tables covering population,
households andfamilies, fertility, economic
participation, incorne and expenditure, education,
heaith, housing and human seftiements and poiitical
participation.

Statistics and Indicators on Women In Africa 1988

Serias K, No. 7, 225 pp., $23.50, Sales No. E/F.89.XVIL.11

(EF)

Extracts statistics from the Compendium of Statistics
and Indicators on the Situation of Women 1986for 52
countries or areas in Africa in 91 tables, covering the
same fiolds.

Development of statistical methods

Mandbook for Nationaj Statlsticat Data Bages on Woman
and Development
Series K. No. 6, Sales No. 89.XVIL9, 119 pp., $23.50
(E.A,C.FRS)

Reviews and explains statistical topics, series and

sourcas for the development of a national statistical
on womern,

Methods of Measuring Women's Partlclpation and
Production in the Informal Sector
Serles F, No. 48, Sales No. 80 XVI[.1 6,216 pp. $32.00
(E.A.C,F.R,S)
uaes on measurement of women's angd men's
participation in the Informai sector, Including both
ramunerated and unremunerated work Specific toplcs
inciude developmant of statistical concepts and
methods, use of time-budget atatistics, measurement of
the informal sector in Latin America, and alternative

approaches to the measurement of women’s ecanomic
situation,

improving Statistics and Indicators on Women Using
Housshold Surveys

Series F, No. 48, Sales No, 88.XVIL11), 148 pp., $17.00
(E.AF.RS)
Presents practical guidancs for using household
Surveys to collect statistics and indicators on women
across the varlous economic and social flelds covered
by survey programmes.

Tralning Users and Producers In Compliing Statistles
and Indicators on Women in Developmant
Serias F, No. 45, Sales No. 87.XVIL.6), 141 pp. $17.00
(E.F,AR,S8)
Presents the syflabus, training exercises and
summaries of lectures and discussions from the
subreglonal seminar for users and producers of
statistics and indicators on womaen in development,
hekl in Harara in 1985,

Complling Soclat indicators on the Sltuation of Women

Series F, No. 32 Sales No. 84.XVIl.2, 94 pp, $8.50

(E,A,F.R,S)
Explaing how to develop indicators on woman from
sources of data which exist in most countries, such as
poputation censuses, household surveys and
registration systems. Pregents fliust @ indicators
and gives guidance on how to avoid stersotypes and
biases which may affect the existing data an women.

trvnprovlng Statistics and Indicators on the Shtuation of

'omen

Series F, No. 39, No. 84.XVIL.3, 70 pp. $8.50 (E, A, F,R, 8)
Reviews critically cancepts and methods in national
statistics collection programmes as to the adequ
and quality of statistics produced on the situation
women, Possible changes in statistical
recommendations and practices are considered.
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To purchase publications, ssethe orderfonnontlureversepqo.

Publications order form
Order no:
Date ;
: Orders aver US$15.00 may be charged to:
CJUN Sales Section acct. no.: Orsn oo
= sed: Account no.:
Expiration date:
8i :
Us$ Slgnatme
Billto:
Ship o:
Please send the United Nations Publications Hsted below: e
i e Sales Number Title Price_
Quantity | Lenguage :
3
$
b
5
$
5
5
3
$
Total: §
Send orders and inquiries to:
United Nations Publications
Sales Section, United Nadons
Room DC-2-0853, New York 10017 USA
Tel.: (212)963-8302; (3800)254-9646
Facsirnile: (212)963-3489
orto:!

United Natlons Publications )
i i i 0 (Switzerland)
Unit, Palais des Nations, 1211 _Gmeva 1
Seles lm"I‘el. {22) 34.60.11, Extension: Bookshop
Facsimile: (22)740-0931

Wistat



United Nations Women’s Indlcators and Statistics
Microcomputer Database

Wistat
Verslon 2 (1 May 1991)
Description, order forms and conditions of use
Order forms are to be returned to:
Director of the Statisticat Division
United Nations

New York 10017
Usa

CONDITIONS OF USE

The United Nations Women's Indicators and
Statistics Database on microcomputer diskettes (Wistat) is
copyrighted by the United Nations. it may not be copied,
reproduced or published by any means, in its original or any
altered form, without the written permission of the Unlted
Nations, except for back-up and analysis of the statistics by
the registered user. Govemments, organizations and
individuals obtaining copies of Wistat from the United
Nations are automatically registered as users when the
diskettes are sant to them. The Statistical Division of the
United Natlons will notify registered database users of new
technical developments and other updated information.

Please complete each section of the order forms below to racelve the United
Nations Women’s Indicators and Statistics Database on microcomputer diskettes.



Description of Wistat (Verslon 2, 1 May 1991)

The United Nations Women's Indicators and Statistics Database (Wlstat) consists of 84 microcomputer
spreadsheet filas for data plus 9 reference tiles, also in spreadsheets, which range in size from approximately 20kb
to 150kb and total about 7mb. Wistat contains detalled statistics for 178 countries and areas in the workd. All
member States of the United Nations and ali other countries or areas with a population of 150,000 or more in 1985
are covered, 10 the extent national data are available. The data are for the perlod of roughly 1970-1988 wiih
certain projections and estimates extending back to 1950 and forward to 2025.

Wistat contains a full range of national statistics on women that are available at the international level in
offices of the United Nations Secretariat, the statlstical services of the United Nations regienal commissions and
specialized agencies, inciuding the International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agricutiural Organization of the
United Nations, the United Nations Educatlonal, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Health

Organization, and the Inter-Pariamentary Union, a non-govemmental organization. The data are grouped in the
following nine subject fields.

I Popuiation composition and distribution
IL. Leaming and educational services
1. Economic activity and population not economically active

V. Households, marital status and fertllity
V. Housing conditions and human ssttlements
VI Health and heaith services; disabled persons
VIl Public affairs and political participation
VIl Crime and criminal justice
iX. National product and expenditure

Wistat is available on disksttes for use on IBM XT/AT-compatibie microcomputers using MS/PG-DOS and
Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet software. The diskette type is 5-1/4" {360kb} or 3-1/2" {720 kb} low density.

Wistat may be ordered complete for 178 countries or areas or separately for regions, as foliows;

$US
Global (178 countries or areas) 220
Members of the Economic Commission for Europe -----——- 60
Members of the Economic Commisslon for Latin
America and the Caribbean 60
Members of the Economic Commission for Affica =—eese--——- 60
Members of the Economic and Soctal Commission
for Asia and the Pacitic 60
Members of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia 45

Non-profit organizations may be eligible to purchase Wistat at a reduced charge. See the information
provided in the order forms.

Wistat Is documented in a User's Guide, currently available at no charge from the Statistlcai Division in the
form of a working paper.

Wistat

ORDER FORMS

These forms are to be returned to:
Statistical Division
United Nations

New York 10017

USA
Please complete each section below for the diskettes you wish to order.

A. Countries and areas (global or for individual reqions)

Please send disketies for the complete database or for the following regions:

Charge ($US}
Complete database {178 countries or areas) a $220
of

Members of the Economic Commission for Europe ] 60
Members of the Economic Commission for Latin

Amaerica and the Caribbean 0 60
Members of the Economic Commission for Africa O 60
Members of the Economic and Soclal Commission for

Asia and the Pacitic m} 80
Members of the Economic and Social Commission for

Woestern Asia O 45

Total ameunt: Enclosed
To be billed

aag

B. Digkette format

Spreadshest format: As of 1 May, 1991, diskettes are available only in Lotus 1-2_-3 (Version 2)
spreadsheet format, with notations and documentation in English. Please indicate the diskette type
you wish to receive:

5-1/4" (360KD) O
3-1/2" (720kb) O

a The charge to bs billed will be payable in local currency at any United Nations office. If your

organization is ellgible for diskettes at no charge or reduced charge, please provide the applicable
information in section D below.




C. Ordering office and user registration b/

Name: Title:

Cffice:

Qrganization:

Shipping address:

City/state/country:

Special shipping instructions, if any:

Purchase order number:

I have read the Conditions of Use set out above and agree not to reproduce, publish or copy by
any means, in their original or in any altered form, the diskettes which will be shipped to me, except for
back-up and analysis of the statistics within my office, distribution to other users in my Government or
organization (» ich distribution wili be registered by me and sent to the United Nations Statistical

Division on forms provided for that purpese with the diskettes) or as otherwise authorized by the United

Natlons in writing.

Name/position

Date/signai e

b If you qO not wish to order the data base on microcomputer diskettes at the present time but do wish
10 receive further information on development of the database and other work of the Statistical

Division on statistics and indicators on the situation of women, please fill in the address information
and check this box. [J

D. Application for free or reduced-cost distribution of diskettes

Please fill out the applicable section for your organization, office, or institution.
1. National Govermnment ¢/

Country:

Office:

Malling address:

2. international or intergovernmental organization c/

Name of the organization:

Office within the organization:

Mailing address:

3.  Non-govemmental organization in consuliative status with the
United Nations Economic and Social Council d/

Name of organization:

Headquarters address:

4. Other non-profit organization, teaching or research institution
or programme specializing In women's studies g/

Name of institution:

Qftfice or programmes:

Mailing address:

¢ One set of the diskettes can be made available par Government or intergovernmental organization
at no charge. Additional requests will be referred to previously registered users in the
Governmant or organization for coples.

d Free distribution limited to one copy per onganization.

@ Forty per cent discount on charges indicated in part A of the order forms.
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