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FOREWORD

s Twrostar publication provides an averview of the mlus.t
cocent developments in the regions of the current 27 Member
Spates of the European Union. In most of the analysis data are
alser presented for regions of the BFTA countries, and in seme
cases also for the repions of the three candidale countrivs,
The themes selected for the five chapters represent intetesting
aspects of the demographic, social and economic :ai[ua.tlnn
across Buropes regions. The information is rainky pruvﬂr&d_
through maps, presenting statistical data on » -.x-jdia ranpe of
I'-.::_',]'Ol'.lil] indicaters, [t is intended Lo give an iclea of the raf15t
of European statistics available n this area, but in o way is 1t
an exhaustive presentation. Should you wish to lsok in more
detail at the regional situation in the European Union, the
anral Eurostal regional yearhook ™ provides a more complete
presentation, Purther information is also available on the
Europe Direct is a service to el you fied answers Eurostan website al hitps/fec curopaeudeurostat,
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Introduction to regional statistics and regional policy

European regional and urban statistics are used for @ wide range of purposes, for exanple for
allocating regional funds in a rational and coherent way and for ex-post assessment ol the
resulls of regional and cobesion policy. Regional and wrban statistics provide the possibility
lo analyse patterns and trends wilhin countries, complementing the more teaditional analysis
al counlry level. Comparable regiomal statistics form an important parl of the buropean
statistical system, and have been collecled for several decades, Buroslal’s regicnal statistics
cover the principal features of economic and social life within the Furopean Union (EUL The
comcepts and definitions used for regional statistics are as close as possible to those used for the
production of statistics at a national level.

Definitions of regions

The functions of government require power to be exercized by administrative unals at o lower
lewel han the pation stase, cither through top-down’ devolution of responsibilities or through
a federal structure, The limits of regions are usually based on parural boundarics (such as
rivers, mountains and coastlines), historical boundaries andfor administrative boundares
ithat may be maore or less arbatrary), some of which may coincide.

Begional statistics in the EU are based on a commen classification af territorial unils for
statistics (U7TS), with a similar classification of statistical regiens for candidate countries and
EFTA countres. Al the beginning of the 1970s, Eurastal set up the first version of NUTS, bal
it was not untel 2003 that NUTS acquired a legal basis through a Regulation of the Furopean
Parlisment and Council 7' The first review of the classification under this legal basis took place
in 2006 and the daty presented in this publication are based oo the version of the classification
adopted in February 2007 and extended in 2008 to accommaodale the accession of Bulgaria
and Homania in 2007, NUTS has three regional levels: each wath minimum and maximom
thresholds for the average populatien sz of the regions.
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MUTH is based largely on the institulional divisions in each Member State, Although clearly
defined, usually universally recopnised and velatively stable, the sdministrative and historical
grounds on which they are defined differ widely from country to country and as such
internationa| comparability is difficult to schieve. When the administrative structure af 4
Member State does not correspond 1o all three main regional levels it is oflen necessary o
identify an additienal Jevel which may have ne administrative function and exist solely for
statistical purposes. The table below provides informatien on e number of regions in cach
Cﬂul'.ltr}r.

Murmber of regions

NUTS (2005] level MNUTS (2006] lowel
1 2 k] 1 2 3
EU-27 = 1303 Matherlands : i} £]
i&lgium i I 2 Austria 3 g
Bulgaria E i AR Paland 1 o
Eu:h Republic i ] 1 Portugal L
Denmark b Tl Romania ! =
E:I\any I£- 1] 120 Si V] . 12
Estonia | A Slowakia 1 1 L
Ireland 1 ! 8 Finland 2
Greece < 13 e Swedan - i L
Spain ; 15 Unired Kingdom
_Frnn-:i.' 2 2 Ly Croatia
Italy 5 : Former Yugoslay )
_Cyirlrus | I 1 Feepubilic of Macedenia 2
Latwia 1 | 0 Turkey i
Lithuania 1 1 lealand
Luzemboury _ 1 Liechitenstrin . 1
Hungary 3 3 A Norway i j-
Malta 1 ! Switzerland I
o :

Lists aind maps af regions

A full hst of BEU-27 regions can be tound at:
hltP'-"."{‘C.l.'!1.lFUI3":1.cu.-'-.‘.'LII'DS[:-J.[J't"<1n1L111."]1L1t3n"l:('ld(‘|iti|_tfi1.CFrJ1?]i51_[!utS.

Maps of the regions are available at:
it fec europa.cafeurostati Tanmaond outs/averview naps_en.cim?list=nuts,

Regional policies

Qbjectives

The EUS regional poley aims to strengthen veonomic, social and territorial cobesion by
reducing differences in the level of development amung regiois atsd Member States. For the
period 2007-2013 a budget of BUR 347.41 billion is foreseen 1 equivalent to moce than one
shirl of the whele EU budget, The main concerns of the policy fuor 2007 to 2013 are;

o comvergence - 1.5 % of the funds available
. (regonal) competitiveness and employment - 16 % of the funds available:
« territorial cooperation - 2.5 % of the funds available.

Convergence regions are NUTS level 2 regions whase gross domestie product (GO per
inbabitant (mezsured in purchasing power parities) is less than 75 % of the BU-25 average. in
other words the poarest regions and Member Stales. These 84 regions from 18 of the Member
States {marked in the deep rusty red colour in the map averleaf - based on N LITS 2003 reglons)

have a total population of 154 rmillion inhabitants.

Tecause GLP per inhabitant was notably lower for the 1iU-25 than for the EU-15 a number
of regivns in the EU-15 which formerly had the equivalent status of convergence regions were
no longer eligible because of the sharp change in the threshold: these 16 'phasing-out’ regaons
fmarkee in the light rusty red colour in the map overleal) were allocated transitional funcding.

All other NLUTS level 2 regions, of which thete are 165 (based on MUTS {2003)], arc 4.'.E1gi|:lrz
under the regional competitiveness and employment objeclive, which aims to strengthen
competitiveness, altractiveness and employment. Of these, special lransitional assistance
will be provided lo 13 phasing-in’ regions {marked in dark bluc in the map averleaf}, which
formetly bad the equivalent status of convergence reaions and where GDP exceeds 75 % of the
LU- L5 average,

Territorial cooperation aims to strengthen & cross-border cooperaton il transnational
canperation aiming at inlegrated territerial development i} and inter-regional coeperation
anel exchanges of experience. Some 1817 miflion penple live in cross-border areas. All EU
regions are covered by at Jeast one of the 13 transnalicoal cooperation areas (as adopted by the
European Commission in its decision of 31 October 20061 and are therefore eligible for beth
transmational and nter regional couperation.
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instruments

The three main objectives of regional policy are supported by three different funds, namely, the
Eurapean Regional Development Fund, the Burcpean Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund,

‘The European Regional Development Fund (ERT) co-finances mvestiments in 2]l Member
States but is comcentrated on the poorest regions. Concerning convergence, it focuses on
ceonomic medermsation/diversilication, as well as suslainable jobs. Concerning regional
campelitiveness and ermployment, the prictities are inmovation and the knowledge-based
ecenomy, enviranment and risk prevention, and access to transport and telecommunications
services. The focus for ferriterial cooperation is the development of ecanomic and social cross-
border actiaties, transnational and inter-regional cooperation, as well as the networking and
exchange of experiences between relevant authorities,

The European Social Fund (ESF) focuses on adaptalility of workers and enterprises, access to
emnployoent and labour force participation, social inclusion, and parinerships for employment
andl inclusion reform,

The Cabesion Fund mainly co-finances transporl networks and envicomment projects.
dember States whose gross national meome per inhabilanl is less than 90 % of the E1J-25
average are eligible, For the period 2007-2013, the Cebesion Fund concerns the Member States
that joined the EL in 2004 and 2007, as well as Greece and Portugal; Spain is eligible to s
phase-our fund.

The regional development compeonent, s well as the cvoss-barder coeperation component
ol the new Instrument for Pre-Accession [1PA) help candidate countries to develop

their competitiveness, particalarly through the development ol Lransport nelwiorks and
environimental infrastructure,

For mare information on regional palicy:
httpdfec.europa.cudregional policy/policy/historyfindes_en him.



Regional database and GISCO

In additien to national level some of the data in Eurostat are available also at subnational level.
Burostat’s regional and urban statistics are stered in its wel-based, public database, in the
‘Hegions’ and "Urban Audit’ domaing of the 'General and repicnal statistics’ theme, These data
can be accessed free of charpe via the Internes l‘.ll[p.'."."e|>p.uurus?at.ec_euru]}a.-_‘u."ylx.-']s;;.rta]_."uri,-'
p:—:gc,-'.sh:tn:d,-'pcr_;gr:n:ct:t.

Geographic inlormation systems {G15) involve the collection, Frocessing and dissemination
ot spatial [geographical) data. Maps are a commen cutput of (1S, and the maps in this
publication have been produced by GISCO, the geagraphical information system of 1he
Elirc-gfean Commission. CGISCY is a service within Eurostat responsible for encouragimg the
use of geographical information systems within the Furopean Statistical System (1S5) and the
Furopean Cammission, Other tasks of LSOO include o .

manage and disseminate the geographical reference database of the European
Commission;

= actasa reference centre concerning (G5
© promule geo-relerencing of stalistics and collaboration between national stalistical

institutes and mapping agencies;
pursue and ensure standardisation and barmonisation in the exchange of geopraphic
miormation; *

+co-lead the INSPIRE inttiative an the introduction of a European spatial data infrastrocture

- see Attpedfwwwec-pis orgdinspire!,

Urban Audit

Furostat lavnched the Urban Awdit in response 1o the growing demand for an assessment
of the quality of life in European towns and cities. A pilot project was inilizted in 1999 and
fecused on 58 large cities, This was followed by a data collection in 2003 and 2004 (2001 ag
the main reference year) covering 258 cities in the EU-27. Data was collected for over 300
variables covering most aspects of wban life, for example: demography, housing, health,
crime, the labeur markel, meame disparily, local administration, educational qualifications,
the ervironment, climate, travel patterns, informalion society, and cultural infrastroclure,
Diata were connpiled for three types of spatial unit: the centralicore city, i ather words, the
administrative unil for which a rich data set is generally available; the larger urban zone, in
order to caprure mformation that covers the hinterland of the city; and sub-city districts o
take account of intra-urban discrepancies.

The latest round of dute collection was in 2006 and 2007 {main reference year 2004}, and
aimed Lo keep close to the established methods, with some improvements. The coverage was
extended 1o include 83 more cibivs within the EU, as well as adding 5 Croatian, 26 Turkish, &
Morwegian and 4 Swiss cities, To supplement the Urban Audit, the Large City Aodit was added
to inchude ather cities with mere than 100 000 inhabitants, with the intention of compiling a
database from data aleeady available to the national statistical authorities.

In January 2004, a perception survey was conducted in parallel with the Urban Audie
data collection: in each of 31 participating cities within the EU-15 some 300 persons were
mterviewed by telephome about their perception of various aspects of the quality of life within
ther cily. In December 2006 the survey was repeated with a lavger sample and extended to 75
citics within the EU-27, Croatia and Turkey. This publication centains only a small amount
of information on the Urban Auwdit: more intormation is available from bitpafeppeurestat.
ec.europa.cw plaportaliurd/page/pgp_ds_region/pge_ds_region 1

From 2009 onwards there will be an annual Urban Auwdit with a redoced datasel of around 30
indicators complemented by an exhaustive Urban Audit every 3 to 4 years,
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The population density of a region is the ratio of the population of a territary toils size. The
map below shows that in most Member States the capital city regions are among the mos|
densely populated. Tnner London {United Eingdom| was by far the most densely populated;
the least densely populated region was the French overseas department of Guyane, while the
next seven least densely populated repions were all in Sweden or Finland.
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International migration has become a major element of population change within the ELL The
map below shows the annual average population change through net migration, calculated
aver the relatively long perind from the beginning of 2000 to the beginning of 2006, Several
tegions have recorded a fall in population due to migration, for example, in narthern Sweden,
large parts of eastern Crermany and many regions in the central and eastern Furopean coumniries
thal joined the ELTin 2004 ar 2007, Net migration figures are derived from changes in the fodal
population that cannot be atiribated e births and deaths,
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The Urban Audil provides an analysis of population change at the city level. Data shown in
the figure below concern the core (within administrative boundarivs) arcas of capital citics.
The capital cities of most of the central and eastern European countries that joined the ELU in
2004 or 2007 recorded decreases in pepulation from 1991 10 20604, the netable exception being
Warszawa (Peland). Among the capital cities ol the EU-15 Member States, the population fell
cansiderably i Foma (ltaly) and in Lishoa (Portuagal),

Residant papulation annual average rate of change, capital cities, 1997-2004 (1) {43)
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The perceived quality and affordability of housing is one of several factors that attract/deter
people to/from a city. The figure below shows thal perceptions concerning housing vary
areatly between the capital cities - note that two factors are combined, namely the quality of
the housing stock that is availabbe, anel 115 affordability (cost). Oaly in Berlin (Germany) were

the meajority of answers positive.

Perception of housing: proportion of respondants who agree ordisagree that itis easy t0
find good housing at a reasonable prics, 2008 (%)
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‘Ihe young age dependency ratio (see the map helow! is influenced lsy recent fertility levels.
High ratias were reperted for Treland, as well &5 several regions in Belgium, France {notably
the overseas departments), the Netherlands and the United Kingdiem. In confrast, lower ratiog
were reported for most of the regions in Bulgaria, Crermany [particularly in castern regions,
wvath eight of the ten lowest regional ratios), central Greece, the north of Spain, nerthern and
central laly, Hungary, south-west Polard, Slovenia and western Slovakia, as well as in Latvia
and the Ceech Republic,
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The map below shows the old age dependency ratio, Le. the ratio of persens aged 65 ar aver to
the population aged 15 to 64, roughly equivalent to the ratio of retired persons to th:.: working
population. High ratios can be seen clustered in central and some necthern regmns.of Garmany
(in particular Chemnita), central regions of France (Limouosing, Porlugal (Alentejo), Sweden,
sowth-west England, northern Spain, as well as many regions through Greece and aly (where
five ol the ten highest regional ratios were recorded).
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Many factors determine mortality, such as age, health, living or working conditions. [schaemic
heart diseases accounted for mare than one in ten deaths under the age of 65 in the EU-
27 (2003 o 2005 average). The map below shows that there are few regional differences i

this death rate within countries, ]-"ﬂrlui.;ell |1r_-1'ng a notable exception, although there is a clear
pattern across the ELT from north-cast (higher values) to south-west {lwer values),

The map: bulow shows the distribution of deaths resulting from road accidents. Several regions
comprising major conurbations have fewer road traflic deaths than neighbouting regions, far
example, around Berlin (Germany) and Wien {Austria). This may reflect higher use of pubtic
Iransport and Jower average driving speeds within capital cities compared with high-speed
road nelworks in surreunding regions leading ioto and out of the capital cities.
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Education, science
and technology




Education and training are widely recognised as important for a knowledge-based society and
econonyy. ‘Lhe map below shows the level of participation in education among 17 year-alds.
Although there are large national differences, for example, relatively Jow levels of parlicipation
throughout Rorania and high rates throughout Poland, there are also Member States with strong
repiomal disparitios, lor examgle, in the Caech Republic, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom,

An alternative indicator of youth participation is the proportion of 15-24 year olds that are in
upper secondary education and post secondary non-tertiary education (15011 levels 3 and
4). Participation rates {for 2005 or 2006 depending on the Member State) were above 50 % in
nearly all of the regions in Belgium and Finland, several alian regions, two Swedish Tepions, as
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well as the regions covering the capital cities of Hu ngary and the Czech Bepublic; ne recent dala
is available for the United Kingdom, but in 2004 all regions had a participation rate aver 50 %,

e map Below shows the number of students in tertiary cducation {ISCED levels 5 and &) as
a percentage of the population aged 20 to 24 years ald (note thal tertiary education sludents
ity be younger or older). This mdicator is influenced by the geographical distribution of higher
education instilutions, therefore many capital city regions figured among the regions with the
haghest ratios, notably Bucureyti - lifov (Romania), Praha (the Czech Republic), Bratislavsky kray
[Slovakizl, Région de Bruxelles-Capitale/ Brussels Hoofdstedelifk Gewest (Belgium), and Wien
[Austria), while three Greek regions also figured in the top ten.
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Research and development (RED ) intensity 15 caleulaled as R&D expenditure as a percentage
of GO Tn the map below there are 40 regions where RE&DY intensity is above 2 %, and m hall
of these it is above 3 % (a target set for the whole of the EU to reach by 2010} Several clusters
with high R&D inlensity can be identified, often in regions that have universities and research
institutes (such as Braunschweig or Tabingen (both Germany)), or areas where transpott
equipinent manuiacturing is particularly soportant fsuch as the Midi-Pyrénees (France) or
Stuttgart Germanyl), The ten mest research-mtensive regions ncluded four German and four
Sweedish regions.
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A similar distribution (Lo that for R&D intensity) can be seen in terms of patent applications
to the European patent oflice (see the map below), High numbers of applications (relative to
populatien size) were recorded in several regions of Germany, France, Naly, Austriz, Finland,
Sweden and the United Kingdony, 25 well as in Luxembourg, The top len most active patenting
regions included eight in Germany (Stullgart was the highest), one in Austria (Vorarlberg),
and one in the Metherlands (Noord-Brabant) which was the most active of all witl 381 patent
applications per millien inhabitants in 2003,
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Human resources in science and technology (HRST) - as shown in the map below - cover
persons who have compleled lerliary education and/or are employed in an 581 cccupation
for which tertiary education 15 normally required. HRET are alten concentrated moar around
capital cities and this is especially clear to sew an those countries where the overall proportion
of HEST (in the active population) 13 low, Of the ten EU-27 regions with the highest shares
of HRST, five capatals were represented (the United Kingdom, Sweden, the Crech Republic,
France, and Belgiom), alongside two more Belgian regions, the Pals Vasco [Spaind, Utrecht,
(the Metherlands! ancd Cherbayern (Germany).
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Hiuh tech seclors include manufacturing activities such as aerospace and services such
as computer and related activities, The map helow shows the share of high-tech sectors in
total employment: in the top ten regions high-tech sectors accounted for 8 % or more of
employment, with four of these in Germany, two in the United Kingdam, and ane each in
France, Hungary, Finland and Sweden.
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Labour market and income
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Minimuomn eroplovment targets have been set for the EU for 20010: an overall employment rate
af 70 %, & female employnient rate of 60 %, and an empleyment eate for older workers of 30 %,
Az ol 2006, from 264 NUTS level 2 regions % 70 had reached of surpassed the 70 % cverall
targel, and a further 34 had reached the intermediate target (for 20051 of 67 %. The highest
overall employment rates were generally found in the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and
the Mardic Member States.
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By 2006 there were 124 regions within the EU-27 at or above the 60 % target for the female
employment rate (see the map on the previcus page). The highest rate was recortded in Aland,
Finlarel, at #6.9%. There were 31 regions where the rale was equal Lo or below 45 %, of which
eight wire in [taly and six in Greece,

While the overall employment rate shows the proportion of the population of working age
(15-6d vears) that are in emplovment, the rate for older workers shown in the map below focuses
oo persons aged 55 1o & A relatively Iargc mumber of regions had reached the 50 % targel for
older wiorkers, i:1¢.‘.|ut]ing Drenmaark {no regional breakdown available}, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia,
all regions in Ireland and Sweden, and most of the regions in Finland and the United Kingdom,
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Emplovment opportunities are an issue that influences where people choose lo live, The figure
below shows perceptions in capital cities concerning the ease of linding & job: more than
three ffths of respondems in Praha {the Crech Repoblic), Dublin {Treland) and Kabenhavn

(Denmark) agroed that it was easy 1o find a job.

Proportion of respondents reparting whether they agree that itis easy to find a job, 2006
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The unemployment rate in the EU-27 was 8,2 % in 2006, A number of 3ember Slales showed
little regional variation as regards unemployment rates, for example, consistently low rates
were registered threughout the United Kingdom and [reland, while relatively high rates were
seen in Poland - see the map below, Some Member States reported regional variations, notably
higher unemployment rates in seuthern Belgium, Spain and Ttaly, as well as eastern Germany

and Slovakia,
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An analysis of labour productivity considers gross domestic product (GDP) in relation 1o
the number of persons employved. Comparing 2000 with 2005 ™ some 29 regions [oul of 214)
recorded productivily growth of 50 % or moere, mcluding all of the Crech, Hungarian and
Slovak regions, seven Polish regions, one Bulgarian region, as wall as Estonia and Lithuania.
Girowlh below 10 % was mainly foued in German and Swedish regions,

Substantial productivity differences remain between EU regions (see the map below).
A comman feature = Lhat capilal ity regions tend to have the highest apparent Jabour
productivity: the exceplions being in Germany (where Hamlburg was highest], Spain [Pais
Vasco), [taly {Lombardia) and the Netherlands (Groningan ).

W] Tre Matherlands, arani ang the e Bnendoen rol awnlatye

Groes demeslic praduct (currend pricos) [N T | Pryer—————
oof parson empl 4 | '
by MUTS 2 sagices, 2005 (1) £

UL shzomans ! parmas emgknped] 0 A ‘
I '
I i e F L ] ) |

=y |
Vi L ||

— P [ para 1hs i"""""""
L %
] ot ot vesatie 'L vy
=) . |
L o e D R ol S
Bagury GeTUr ;. D i TeLL s YTy

retard B popit mpregw
Timfurmy bumond

i

| Bamion, i e admratnrs B
Cariopuphy, Dme — GHO0

-
12

Taraun LS ||waa

" 5 g ra mﬁ‘

L™ " 1§

Spurce: Durostdt freg_vigdpl

Rt o fhe esneds e Bl eumostat

A reughly similar pattern appears when studying dispossble bousehold income (see the map
below’), even when taking account of difference in price levels {by wsing purchasing power
standards for the analysis). Most capital city regions recorded the highest disposable income
within each Member State with the exceptions of Belgiom (Vlaams Brabanl), Germany
i Hamlwurg}, Spain {Pais Vasco), Ialy {Provincia Autonoma Bolzano/Bozen), the Netherlands
(Utrecht) ard Finland (Aland), Strong regional differences within Member States wers
ohaerved in Belgium, Spain, Italy and Porlugal. Of the ten regions with the highest disposable
income per inbabitant, five were in the United Kingdom, four in Germany, and one in France,
with levels in Hamburg and Inoer London considerably higher than anywhere else.
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Agriculture
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Reforms of the comunen agricultural policy (CAP} started in the carly 19905 and resulled in
a change towards a market-oriented and a more environment-friendly and sustainable form
al agriculture, In the 2003/04 reformms, direct aid was decoupled from production and moves
were made to 11y to realign the CAP with consumer concerns; furthermere, a comprehensive
rural development policy was miroduced,

Agricultural holdings are classibied by type of farming: where a particular type of activity
accounts for more than two thirds of the overall economic size it 15 specalsed; where none
of the agricultural activities is much more significant than the others it 1s constdered to be a
mixedl hu|di:11§. The follewing map shows the muost freguent type of belding in each region:
this is determined as the one o which at least 45 % af the regions holdings belonged. OF 251
regions shown in the map some 57 regions had no dominant type of farming, in other words
no particular type acoounted for mere than 45 % of the holdings in that region. The 1ot
common form of specialisation was grazing livestock, for which Saleburg {Austria) was the
most specialised among 70 reglons that included Luxembourg, the Irsh regions and many
regions in Belgium, France, the Metherlands, Austra and the United Kingdom, specialist field
crapping was the main type of farming in 31 regtons, meluding all regions in Denmark:, and
several in Greece and Sweden. Regions dominated by permanent crops {such as vineyards)
were mainly located in Greece and Spamn, central and scuthern Italy, as well as in Cyprus,
Dt ineluded alse Bratislavsky krajp (Slovakial, and the northern ltalian Provincia Aotonoma
Treoto. There were onby bwo regions demimated by horticultore, Hamburg [Germany) and the
Reégion de Brugelles-Capitale/Brussels Hoofdstedelijl Gewest (Belgivm), both small, urban
regions, Finally, all of the regions dominated by mixed holdings were in the Member States
that joined the EL in 2004 or 2007, including lalf or moere of the regions in Bulgaria, Hungary,
Romania, Slovenia and Slovakia, as well as in Estonia and Lithuania,
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The utilised agriculteral area (UAA) includes arable land, kitchen gardens, permanent pasture,
and land wsed for permanent crops, The map below shows the value of crop output per hectare
of UAA - the value depends mainly on the type of crop, with hoeticulture and permanent
crops often generating particularly high values per hectare, The regions with the highest values
arc known for growing vegetables, fruit or ornamental plants and maost are situated in the
southern part of Europe, in the Netherlards and Belgiom, the French averseas departments, or
around major cities such as Wien (Austria) or Hambuorg (Germany), Lew crap output values
per hectare can often be explained by the predominance of livestack grazing, extremne wealher
conditions, or lower levels of mechanisation and use of chemicals,
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Livestock stalistics use coefficients fo aggregate different categorics of animals {for example.
dairy cows, peultry and pigs) te produce standardised livestock units {1177 that can be used
for comparative analyses. The map below demonstrates the disparities in livestock density, as
defined by the number of LU per hectare of UAA: the density is over 2 LU per heclare in 21 of
the 257 regions in the map and the ratio exceeds 4 T in Malta, four Dutch regions and twe
Belgian regions,
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The map below shows the density of the irrigable sgricultural arca, calculated as o share of
the total UaA, Whether the area was acteally irrigated depends on the crop cultivated, as
well as the specific weather conditions. The Regigo Autonona da Madeira {Portugal) had the
highest proportion of irrigable area (85 %), with Greek, Italian and Dutch regions making up
the remainder of the Lop ten. A total of 13 regions reported ne irrigated areas, including both
Lrish regions aned seven British regions {including all four Scothish regions).
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Gross domestic product (GDP) per mhabitant (in PPS, therefore adjusted for price Jevel
differences) is generally lower in the Member States that joined the EU in 2004 and 2007,
although the regions containing the capital cilies of the Czech Republic, Hungary, Sloventa
and Slovakia recorded levels shove the EU-27 average (PPS 22 400 in 2005) - see (he map
below: In some 30 regions, GDP per inhabitant was below 30 % of the EL-27 average, mchiding
several regions in Bulyana, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia, as well as Latvia. There
is an overall trend of decreasing regional vamations for this indicator: as between 2000 and
2005 the highes| rates of growth for GDP per inhabitant (in PPS) were recorded in Romanian
and Slovak regions and the Baltic Member States, as well as several other regions in central
and eastern Lurope, while among the EU-15 Member Stales, the highest rates of prowth were
recorded in several Greek and Spanish regions, as well as one Irish region.

The map on the nesl page provides an amalysis of the impartance of three brosd economic
sectors in each region: agriculture, furestry and fshing; mdustey and construction; and
services. Services are dominant in many of the repions thal sccommodate the capital city,
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with & few exceplioos, m:!:—:hl}' the region of Bucuresti - Itov {Romania). Traditional tourism
regions of southern France and laly, as well as Cyprus and the Balearic i;slauds. are detmninated
by services. A band of regions with significant industry and construction activity runs from
narthern Maly, through a large part of central Europe (taking in many regions of Slovenia,
Austria, Hungary, Slevakia, the Czech Republic, and southern Poland) into much of central
and southern Germany and finishes in northern Belgium and the Metherlands, Outside ol this
very broad area, muolti- regional clusters of industry and construction are found m northern
and eastern Spain, lreland, Sweden, Finland (and Norway).
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The map below on business concentration is based on the aggregate smplovenent share of the
livi: largest MACE divisiens in the non-financial business economy (industry, construction
and services other than financial intermediation}. Regions where services dominate tend to
record high sharves (higher concentratiom), whereas those that are more locused on mdustry
generally recorded lower shares. The 20 most concentrated regions were all from Cireece, Spain
and Portugal, with the exceptions of the wrban areas of inner Landon (United Kingdom} and
Utrecht (the Netherlands), as well as the Finnish islands of Aland. Nate that the data presentod

The table bulow shows the moest specialised regions in employment terms within the business
eeomony, Key factors lor regional specialisation include: access to raw materials, weather and the
eowironment, loction (partcularly for transport], and proximity te a critical mass of clients,

nost specialised region by activity (INACE secticns and divisions), EU-27 and Merway, 2005
14 of tatal non-financial business econcmy employment of the region and average share

here 3s based on the previous version of NUTS {2003,
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The extent ty which the tourism capacity of a region is used can be expressed by Lhe numlber
of nights spent in accommuodation. The maps on these facing pages locus on hotels and smilar
establishments and show the overall volume of use as well as the importance of in-bound
inferpational teurists (non-residentsh. The regions most frequently visited by tourists rend to
be coastal regions, islands and the Alps, as well as the regions of several capital cities - Pasis
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i France), London {the United Kingdom) ar Praba (the Crech Republicy - note, however, thal
the fgures make to distinction bebween nights spent for leisure purposes (holidays) or those
for business purposes. The share of non-residents in tourism demand was unsurprisingly very
high for small countries (Tor example Malta, Luxembeurg and Cyprus), and shares exceeding
il % were recorded in several regions of Belgium, Greece and Austria,
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5igns and abbreviations

Symbols

The letrer ¢ is used in tables 1o cepreserd data that is notavailable because the value is confidential.
I Rgures (charls/graphs), mssing information is foolnoted when it s nol available. Tn mips
missing dala s normally shaded grey.

Geographical aggregates
EL Eurepean Union

EU-13  Ewropean Unica of 15 Member States [Belgiom, Denmark, Crermany, Ireland,
Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Luxemboury, the Netherlands, Austriz, Furtugal,
Finland. Sweden and the United Kingdom)

EU-25  Luropean Union of 25 Member States (EU-15 and the Crech Republic, Estonia,
Clyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malla, Poland, Slevenia and Slovakia)

EU-27  Eurepesn Union of 27 Member Stales (EU-25 and Bulgaria and Ramania)

Mote that ELT apgregates are back-caleulated when sofficient information is available — for

example, dala relating to the EU-27 apgregate is often presented for pericds prior to the

accession of Bulgaria and Bomania n 2007 and the accession of ten new Member States in
2004, ax i all 27 Member Sates had always been members of the EU,

Abhreviations

AP Common Agricultural Palicy

FETA Luropean Free Trade Association
prizl Luropean Regional Develepment Fund
ESF Furopean Social Fund

LS Furopean Statistical System

GhP Ciross dormestic product

GIS Gengraphical information system

GISC

HEST  Human researces in science and lechnology

|50y Interoatiomal standard classilication of education

R Livestock unit

ALK Statistical classification of ecomomnic aclivities in the Evropean Community
SUTS  Classification of territorial unils for statislics

Rl Research and developmenl

SET science and technology

LA A Uilised agricultural area
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Geographical Informalion System of the Furopean Comimission



Eurapear Commizsion

Regions of the European Unicn — A statistical pertrait — 2009 edition
Luxempourg: Cfloe (o Ofhcial Publications of the Europezn Communitiss
2008 — 53 pp. — 148 %21 am
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How to obtain EU publications

Our priced publications are available from EL Bookshop {ht-tp:.-‘fbookshDD._
europa.eul, where you can place an order with the sales agent of your cheice.

The Fublications Office has a worldwide netwaork of sales agents. You can
obtan their contact details by sending a fax to (352) 20 29-42758.
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